| Relative to the 8 | 
PROVINCES or BENGAL, 
AND THE 


EMPIRE OF INDOSTAN. 


WITH 


A Seaſonable Hint and PenswASILVE | 
To the Honourable | 


The Cover of DizzcTors of the 


EAST INDIA COMPANY, 


AS ALSO 


The itrrworoor and Cos x oO, PA STS 


and FESTIVALS of the GEN Toos, 
Followers of the S HAST AH. 


AND 153 


AD1ss8ERTATION on the METE MPSYCHoOSIS, 


commonly, though erroneouſly, called the 
PrTHAGOREAN Doctrine. 


By J. Z. HOLW EL L, E 
"ARTS 
The Second Edition — wich a Supplement 


L O N D O N: 


Printed for T. BECK Er and P. A. Dt Honpr, near 
Surry-Street, in the Strand. MDCCLXVI. 


Ace the ras 
— — 2 * I on 


9 bd", ng 
— — — — — — . ]—rÜ—ũ, oo en OY ro 


L — a 13 — — — — — — - 
— — — Wane ant" os, —— - 


— — 


5 To the Right Honourable 


CHARLES ' TOWNSEND, Eſq; 


sik, 


AST year you e me 


with an opportunity of com- 
municating to you, ſome anecdotes 


(little known) relative to the Mogul 


Empire, and the ſtate of our Ea/ft- 
India trade ;——in the courſe of that 
conference, you manifeſted to me 

ſuch profound penetration, and ſuch 
a ready comprehenſion of theſe ſub- 
jects, that I could not refiſt cheriſh- 


ing a deſire, to ſubmit to the pub- 


lic my future labours on theſe inter- 


eſting matters, under the auſpices of 
| pon 


6 2g 3. 


DEDICATION. 


your name. 1 lately intimated that 


wiſh and intention, when you moſt 


obligingl y and politely favored me, 


with your permiſſion to dedicate to | 


you this Fin Part of a Work, 
which at preſent employs my leiſure 
hours: I now avail myſelf of the 
licence you have honoured me with; 


and beg leave to ſubſcribe wel, 


with true reſpect, 9 808 
WE 
Your moſt obliged. res 
and moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 


Mount Felix in Surry, 
Auguſt 21ſt, 1765. 


1 
. 


J. Z. HOLWELL. 


TX 7 HEN a man, excited by an irreſiſt- 

able and laudable impulſe for the 
good of his country, firſt ſpeaks before an 
Auguſt Aſſembly; he feels a certain kind of 
dread, awe, and trepidation, which he finds 
himſelf unable immediately to conquer; eſ- 
pecially if he has not been much uſed to ſpeak 
in public, or perchance poſſeſſes ſome ſhare 
of modeſty 'in his compoſition. Thus, I 


x 


author, on his firſt appearance before that 
Auguſt Aſſembly THE PUBLIC, | 


In this plight I felt myſelf in the year 
758, when I exhibited to you a ſcene of 
EE B un- 
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| PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 
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conceive, it fares with every conſiderate 


ꝗ— —— aa — — 


433 


unparalleled horror and diſtreſs, which 1 


judged not unworthy a place in our annals; 


juſtice, and the neceſſity of the times, 


lately urged my ſecond appearance, and ob- 


liged me to draw my pen in defence of in- 


jured worth and character: but now, by uſe 


and indulgence grown bolder, (a very com- 
mon caſe) I preſent myſelf before you of 
my own vqluntary choice. | 


| Independency, and a pleaſing retirement, 
however delectable in themſelves, have yet 
their ſeaſons of vacancy and /erfure, that 
may want filling up. And happy ! ought 
that man to elteem himſelf, who can em- 
ploy thoſe voids and blanks in time to the 
emolument, or even literary amuſement of 
mankind. 


Such is my ſituation, and ſuch are my 
motives, for taking up the pen again ; mo- 
tives, ſo laudable in themſelves, will, I truſt, 
engage the candor and indulgence of my 
readers for any defects in the following per- 
formance. | 


The Eaft-Indies, and particularly Bengal, 
are now become ſo important an object and 
concern to Great- Britain, that every elucl- 
dation thereof, muſt, I think, be per 

6 | that 
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1 that is founded on fads; juſt obſervations, | 
s; and faithful recitals, 5 | 
)b- | Through a courſe of thirty years reſi- j 
in- dence in Bengall, my leiſure hours were em- | 
uſe ployed in collecting materials relative to the 
m- tranſactions, | revolutions and occurrences of | 
of that invaluable country ; and the religious 


tenets of its inhabitants, natives of Inagſtan; 
which I flattered myſelf, when reduced to 
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ent, ſorm and order, might prove worthy your 
yet attention. | 

that ) 0 | 
ught It is well known that at the capture of 
em- Calcutta, A. D. 1756, I loſt many curious 
the Gentoo manuſcripts, and among them two 
it of very correct and valuable copies of the Gen- 


too Shaſtah. They were procured by me 
with ſo much trouble and expence, that even 
> my the commiſſioners of reſtitution, - though 
mo- not at all diſpoſed to favour me, allowed 
truſt, me two thouſand Madras rupees in recom- 
pence for this particular loſs ; but the moſt ; 
irreparable damage I ſuffered under this head 
of grievances, was a tranſlation I made of } 
a conſiderable part of the Shaftah, which 
had coſt me eighteen months hard labour : 
as that work opened upon me, I diſtinctly 
_ ſaw, that the Mytbolagy, as well as the Coſ⸗ 
mogony of the Egyptians, Greeks and Ro- 
mans, were borrowed from the doctrines of 


B 2 the 


the Bramins, contained in this book; even 


groſsly mutilated and adulterated. But more 
of this in the courſe of my preſent work. 


with the cloſe application, I intended be- 
ſtowing on it, have accompliſhed a com- 


not the fatal cataſtrophe of fifty-ſix put 
it totally out of my power ever to attempt 
it again. . i 
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to the copying their exteriors of worſhip, 
and the diſtribution of their idols, though 


I ſhould in the compaſs of one year more, 


plete tranſlation of the whole Sha/tah ; that 
would, I flattered myſelf; have been a valu- 
able acquiſition to the learned world; had 


From that change in our affairs abroad, 


a new chain of purſuits engroſſed my time 
and attention; ſo that I could no longer 
devote either, to the ſtudies I had before fo 
much at heart——however, during the laſt ' 
eight months of my reſidence in Bengall, * 
being freed from the plagues of govern- | ( 
ment, (thanks to my very honourable maſ- 
ters for it) I reaſſumed my reſearches with . 
tolerable ſucceſs ; which, joined to ſome 
manuſcripts recovered by an unforeſeen and 
extraordinary event (that poſſibly I may here- 
after recite) enables me to undertake the tak 
I now aſſign myſelf. | 
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It is true I intended a much nobler enter- 
tainment for my readers ; but as that is now 
irrecoverably beyond my reach, without 
once more doubling the Cape of Good Hepe, 
(to which I feel not the leaſt inclination) 
we muſt content ourſelves with the homely 
fare we have before us, ranged in the beſt 
manner our ſtraitened circumſtances will 
admit of —as it is eſſentially neceſſary at 
this intereſting period, that we ſhould be 
able to form ſome clearer ideas of a people, 
with whom we have had ſuch important 
tranſactions; and of whom ſo little is truely 


known.“ >, 
0 Having ſtudiouſly peruſed all that has 
8 been written of the empire of Inde/tan, 
118. both as to its ancient, as well as more mo- 


dern ſtate; as alſo the various accounts 
tranſmitted to us, by authors in almoſt all 
| ages (from Arrian, down to the. Abbe de 
Guyon) concerning the Hindoos, and the re- 
ligious tenets of the Bramins, I venture to 
| pronounce them all very defective, falla- 
cious, and unſatisfactory to an inquiſitive 
ſearcher after truth ; and only tending to 
convey a very imperfect and injurious reſem- 


* Here I would be underſtood to mean the Gentoos 
only, now labouring under Mabometan tyranny, but 


fated, I hope, ſoon to feel the bleflings of a mild Bri- 
It tþ government. | 
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blance of a people, who from the earlieſt 
times have been an ornament to the crea- 
tion—if ſo much can with propriety be ſaid 
of any known people upon earth. 


All the modern writers repreſent the 
Hindoos as a race of ſtupid and groſs Idola- 
ters: from the ancients indeed theſe people 
met with better treatment ; although they 
too, as well as the others, were equally ig- 
norant in the Ws 99s they treated of. 


| The modern authors who hes: wrote on 
the principles and worſhip of the Hindbos, 
are chiefly of the Romiſb communion ; there- 
fore we need wonder the leſs that they 
(from a ſuperſtitious zeal inſeparable from 
that communion) ſhould depreciate and 
- traduce the mythology of the venerable 
ancient Bramins, on fo ſlender a founda- 
tion as a few inſignificant literal tranſlations 
of the Viedam; and theſe, not made from 

the book itſelf, but from unconnected ſcraps 
and bits, picked up here and there by hear- 
ſay from Hindoos, a as + pp as 
themſelves. 


From ſuch weak grounds and evidence 
as this, and by the help of a few exhibi— 
tions of the ſeemingly monſtrous idols of the 
Hindoos, the Pepifh author rs heſitate not t0 

| ſtigmat a5 


contempt of others. 


(7) 


Rigmatize thoſe moſt venerable ſages the 
Bramins, as having inſtituted doctrines and 


worſhip, which if believed, would reduce 
them below the level of the brute creation ; 
as every reader muſt have obſerved, who has 
miſſpent his time in the peruſal of them. In 
the way of their proper calling and func- 
tion, they were however right ; as having 
been appointed to propagate their own ſyſtem 
of theology abroad; though ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, their own tenets were more idolatrous 
than the ſyſtem they travelled ſo far to ſtig- 
matize. On this miſtaken method and falſe 
zeal of propagating any faith at any rate, 1 
beg to be indulged in making the following 
general reflections, which naturally ariſe from 
the ſubject before us. 


In the firſt 


daes, I obſerve, Ignorance, 


ſuperſtition and partiality to ourſelves, are 


too commonly the cauſe of preſumption and 
-Secondly, That thoſe 
whoſe knowledge of ſtates and kingdoms 
extends no further than the limits of their 
native land, often imagine all, beyond it, 
ſcarce worth their thoughts ; ; Or at leaſt great- 
ly inferior in compariſon with their own; a 
concluſion natural, though abſurd. Third- 
ly, If from clime and country, we proceed 
to individuals; we ſhall ſee the fame un- 
warrantable prepoſſeſſion, and preference to 
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| ſelf take place; and proceeding ſtill further 


in our reflections, we may obſerye, the ſame 
conſined way of thinking and judging, 
leads the — (and I wiſh I could ſay 
the m multitude only) of every nation and 
ſect, to arraign and have in utter deteſta- 
tion and contempt, the religious principles 
and worſhip: of all that happen to be out 
of the pale of their « own ee or mode 
M onion Chunonga 

That — nation and 4 thoald 2 a 
high and even ſuperior opinion of the reli- 
ious principles, under which they were 
orn and educated, is extremely natural and 
juſt; provided they do not, from an intemy 
perate zeal of religious vanity (now ſo much 
the faſhion) — to condemn, depre- 
ciate or invade the religious principles of 
others this condemning ſpirit can proceed 
only from one of the three following 
cauſes; a defect in underſtanding; a wan 


of knowledge of the world (in men and 


things ;) or a bad (and reſtleſs) heart. The 
ſalvation of mankind, ſo much pretended, 
has no place in the wiſhes or labours of theſe 
zealots,z or they would not go about ſeek- 
ing whom they can confound in ſpirit, de- 
ſtroying the peace and tranquillity of their 


| for fellow chriſtians. 


Men 
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(9 „ 

Men who have been converſaßt ' with fo- 
reign countries, and made proper and benevoy 
lent remarks on the manners and principles 
of their, inbabitants ; will not deſpiſe or con- 
demn the different ways by which they ap- 
proach the Deity ; but revere it ſtill. as a di- 


vine worſhip, though they may piouſly la- 


ment it deviates ſo much from their .. 


To reſcue diſtant nations from the groſs 


conceptions entertained of them by the mul- 


titude, of all other perſuaſions, is the true 


buſineſs and. indiſpenſable duty of a Travet- 
Er; or elſe his travels and remarks, can 


only amuſe his readers, without conveying 
to them any uſeful inftcuRion or * ſolid ſatis- 


faction, 


'A mere deſcription of the exterior man- 
ners and religion of a people, will no more 
give us a true idea of them; than a geogra- 
phical deſcription of a country can convey 
a juſt conception of their laws and govern- 


ment. The traveller muſt ſink deeper in his 


reſearches, would he feaſt the mind of an 
underſtanding reader. His telling us ſuch 


and ſuch a people, in the Eaſt or Meſi-Indies, 


worſhip this ſtock or that ſtone, or mon- 
ſtrous idol ; only ſerves to reduce in our 
eſteem, our fellow creatures, to the moſt 
abject and deſpicable point of light. Where- 


, 


— e Q 
* 


1 


(10) 


as, was he {killed in the language of the 
people he deſcribes, ſufficiently to trace the 


etymology of their words and phraſes, and 


capable of diving into the myſteries of their 
theology; he would probably be able to 
evince to us, that ſuch ſeemingly prepoſterous 
worſhip, had the moſt ſublime rational ſource 


and foundation. 


The traveller, who without theſe eſſen- 


tial requiſites, (as well as induſtry and a 
clear underſtanding) pretends to deſcribe and 


fix the religious tenets of any nation what- 
ever, diſhoneſtly impoſes his own reveries on 
the world ; and does the greateſt injury and 
violence to letters, and the cauſe of huma- 
nity—How far the productions of moſt tra- 
vellers may juſtly fall under this cenſure, I 
ſubmit to the public. 


To the want of this attention and capa- 
city in the traveller, we may aſcribe in a 
-great meaſure, the deſpicable, and I dare 
ſay unworthy notion, we too aptly enter- 
tain of moſt nations very remote from us; 
whereas were we better informed, we ſhould 
find our minds opened; our underſtandings 
-enlarged ;- and ourſelves inſpired with that 
benevolence for our ſpecies ; without which, 
the human form becomes rather a diſgrace 


than ornament. | 
1 885 T am 


EF. 

J am ſorry to ſay, that in general the ac- 
counts publiſhed of the manners and reli- 
gious principles of the Eaſt and-Weſt-Indies, 
have been in the light and ſuperficial way 
before objected to: but as my knowledge 
extends only to the former, I ſhall confine 
my remarks to them ; and. endeavor to ex- 
tricate them in ſome degree from the groſs 
abſurdities we have conceived of them: con- 


feſſing myſelf amazed that we ſhould fo 


readily believe the people of Indoſtan a race 
of ſtupid 1do/aters ; when, to our coſt, in a 
political and commercial view, we have 


found them ſuperior to us. 


Having tranſiently mentioned the Vie- 
dam and Shaftah (the Gentoos ſcriptures) it 
is neceſſary, I ſhould inform you The 


book firſt named, is followed by the Gentoos 


of the Mallabar and Cormandel coaſts : and 


alſo by thoſe of the Iſland of Ceylon. — The 
Shaſtah is followed by the Gentoos of the 
provinces of Bengall; and by all the Gen- 
Zoos of the reſt of India, commonly called 
India proper; that is to ſay—the greateſt 
part of Oriſſa, Bergall proper, Bahar, Ba- 
naras, Oud, Eleabas, Agra, Delby, &c. all 
along the courſe of the rivers Ganges, and 
Jumna, to the Indus. 


Both 


& 12) 
Both theſe books contain the inſtitutes 
of their reſpectiye religion and worſhip ; 


often couched under allegory and fable; as 
well as the hiſtory of their ancient Rajahs 


and Princes—their antiquity is contended for 
by the partiſans of each—but the ſimilitude 
of their names, idols, and great part of their 
worſhip, leaves little room to doubt, nay 
plainly evinces, that both theſe ſcriptures 
were originally one, And if we compare 
the great purity and. chaſte manners of the 


Shaſtah, with the 2 abſurdities and im- 
purities of the Viedam; we need not heſitate 
to pronounce, the latter a corruption of the 


former. All that I need add here, i ls that 
my. remarks follow the Sha/tab only. 


Taſte, in reading, differs as much as in 


the choice of viands. What proves a delici- 


ous morſei to one, is diſguſtful to another. 
J was never invited to a feaſt in my life, 
that I did not regret the abſence of a bill 
of fare :—Therefore to ſave you from the 
ſame regret, I here preſent you with a liſt 
of what is provided for your entertainment 
in the following Sheets, in eight courſes ; fo 
that if your ſtomach does not ſtimulate you 
to taſte the whole; you will be enabled to 


fall to,-on that diſh, which may beſt ſuit 


your * 
2 I. Under 


„ 6135 
1. Under the Firſt general head is con- 
tained—A ſhort hiſtory of the ſucceſſion to 
the empire of Tndoftan, from Aurenge Zebe 


to Mahomet Shaw, This ſubject has been 


already touched upon by my ingenious friend 
Mr. James Fraſer ; but being foreign to 


bis more immediate concern (the invaſſon of 


Nadir Shaw) he has touched it ſo ſlightly, as 
to convey a very imperfect idea of the cir- 
cumflances attending the many aſtoniſhing 
changes that happened in this ſhort and me- 
morable period. Theſe particulars I was fa- 
vored with at Patna, A. D. 1733, by a ſen- 
ſible Armenian, who reſided alternately at 
Agra and Delby, in a civil poſt of ſome truſt, 
under the Emperors ; during the courſe of 
theſe tranſactions. | 


II. Tranſactions in the ſubahdaary of 
Bengall; from the period that Jaſſier Khan 


ruled theſe provinces, to the uſurpation of 


the government by Aliverdi Khan; with the 


extraordinary circumſtances attending the riſe 


of this laſt mentioned Subab, and his bro- 


ther Hodjee Hamel. 
7ͤͥ —-· 


* The world has been already treated with this 
part of my ſubject, by a gentieman in his Jucubra- 
tions, printed in Edinburgh 1761, under the title of 


6 — on the government of Indoſtan, and a ſbort 
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IL. A ſummary a account of the provinces 


of Bengall, (properly ſo called: ) it's princi- 
pal towns; their bearings and diſtance from 


each other, and from Calcutta; with an eſti- 
mate of their revenues; and a ſeaſonable and 


perſuaſive hint to the gentlemen in the Eoft- | 


India direction. 


« feetch of * hiftory. of Bengall, from the year 17 39, 


* 701750.” This little piece fell into my hands, about 
a year and a half after it was printed. On peruſing 
it, I could not avoid being ſurprized at finding The 
Author's Short ſketch, &c.“ was taken from part of 
the Manuſcripts herein before-mentioned, and makes 
from page 33 to 50, of his ſecond epiſtle——Thele 
Manuſcripts were penned by me in the year 1750, in 


my paſſage to Europe, from materials collected abroad. 


I communicated them, during my ſhort ſtay in Eng. 
land, to my friends, Sir William Baker, Mr. Mabbot, 
Mr. R. Drake, Mr. Davis and Doctor Campbell, —— 
The orginal was loſt at the capture of Calcutta, bit 
after my ſecond return in 1757, I learnt, a copy had 


been taken of it without my knowledge, by a gentle- 


man to whom I lent it abroad—from this copy I was 
permitted to take another. How the Author of the Re- 
flections came by it, he beſt knows He honours me 
in tranſcribing from it, but he would have honoured him- 
ſelf more, had he acknowledged from whence he took 
it; and had not taken ſuch fruitleſs pains to diſguiſe 


his (yet obvious) plagiariſm; by mangling, maiming 


and curtailing my ſubjects in the manner I conceive he 
has done. | | 
| IV. A 


(3s) - 
IV. A ſummary view of the fundamen- 
tal, religious tenets of the Gentoos, follow 
ers of the Shaſtah. „ 


V. A ſhort account, from the Shaſtab, of 
the creation of the worlds, or univerſe. 


VI. The Gentoo manner of computing 
time; and their conceptions touching the 
age of the worlds; and the period of their 
diſſolution. UL 


VII. An account and explanation of the 
Gentoo faſts and feſtivals; with a repre- 
ſentation of their grand feaſt of the Dru- 


| gab: compriſing a view of their principal 
idols, and the genealogy of their /ubord:- 


nate deities. If the faſts and feſtivals 
of any nation are once clearly underſtood ; 


there wants little more to convey to us a 


diſtinct idea of their religious principles; 
the one, being the only true criterion of the 
a 


VIII. A diſſertation on the Gentoo doc- 
trine of the metempſyco/is ; improperly called 
Pythagorean, by all who have wrote on this 
ſubject, hitherto ſo little underſtood. 


Having 
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Having thus ſet forth my real motives for 
taking up the pen again, and opened the 
plan of my intended work; I ſhall here cloſe 
this preliminary diſcourſe : the favorable ac- 
deptance of my labors, by the candid public, 

is all the recompence hoped, or wiſhed for, 
by their 


1 Obedient humble ſervant, 


J. Z. HOLWELL. 


CHAP. 


YT, 


G HAN 


The fucceſſion of the Mogull Emperors from 


Auring Zebe. 


1 HOEVER has attentively peruſed 

the hiſtories of the riſe of ſtates and 
kingdoms, muſt have made this melancholy 
oblervation; that the approaches to uſurped 
royalty, dominion and power, are gene- 
rally founded, in the firſt inſtance, on the 
ſubduction of every virtue from the human 
breaſt; as, the ſacred tyes of juſtice, natu- 
ral affection, gratitude and true benevolence. 
A few exceptions may poſſibly ſubſiſt in the 


courſe of many thouſand years, againſt our 


concluſion ; but they are ſo very few, that 
we think they cannot in the leaſt invalica'e 
our general aſſertion. 


The glittering proſpects of a crown, ſo 
dazzle and dim the eye of cool reflection 


| and reaſon, that it becomes blind to every 


other conſideration of humanity. 
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cauſe for diſpoſſeſſing himſelſ. 
eternal warfare and contention for dominion 


C83 
Ambition, or a reſtleſs thirſt after power 
and-dominion, has ever been the hare of the 
civil rights and liberties. of mankind ; and 
ſeems to be a paſſion implanted in the original 
nature and conſtruction of man :—if other- 
wiſe, his conduct is wholly unaccountable : 


for we ſee that every individual of the ſpecies, 


in every rank and degree, is graſping and la- 
bouring to poſſeſs that which every indi- 


_ vidual is ſo materially concerned to pre- 


vent ; neither of them adverting to this in- 
variable truth: That he who invades. the 


liberty, rights and property of anotber, 


gives, at the ſame time, a leſſon and juſt 
Why this 


between man and man, collectively or ſe- 
parately, (from his creation to this hour) 
was originally implanted in him, we may, 
in a future diſſertation, attempt to folve : 


here we will only lament, that ſo it unde- 
niably is. 33 


The miſerable effects of this fatal paſſion 


for rule, is no where more ſtrongly exem- 
plify'd, than in the ſhort recital we are 


going to make of the ſucceſſors of Auring 
Zebe to the throne of Indoſtan; to which 
he himfelf did not arrive without wading 
through a fea of blood, and a continued 
chain of almoſt unparallel'd religious fraud, 

5 per- 


kc 


— * 


1 


cred, can reſiſt, or come in competition 


with, the charms of royalty. His bloody 


example was very exactly copied by his de- 


ſcendants. 


Auring Zebe deceaſing the 2tſ of. Fe- 
bruary 170%, was ſucceded in the throne 


by his ſecond fon Mabommed Mauzm ; for, 
notwithſtanding the poſitive injunction in 


Auring Zebe's laſt Will, in favour of his 


fon Mabommed Azem Shaw, Mahommed 


Mauzm adopting the ſucceſsful example of 


perfidy and cruelty : leaving on record 4 
flagrant proof, That no tyes, however ſa- 


ais 
170%. 


his father, diſputed the crown with his Auwing 
elder brother; who, in battle near Agra, £*%: 


was defeated and killed. Mahommed Mauzm 


was immediately proclaimed Emperor, and 
aſſumed (amongſt other titles mentioned by 


| Mr. Fraſer) the title of Shaw Allum, King 


of the World. I have, in my collection, two 
gold Mohurs truck in this Emperor's Reign, 
Anno 1709, and 1711; on the firſt is im- 


preſſed Shaw Allum; on the other, Bahadr 
Shaw, The Valiant King; which title he was; 


latterly, fondeſt of. 


His reign, though extended to the term 


of ſix years, was unhappy and turbulent. 
The fortune of war gave him the ſucceſſion 
to his father's dominions; but he ſucceeded 
| E not 


Arno 
1713. 


Arno 
1714. 


not to his capacity and fame: perplexed 
- rage 4: with the reſtleſs ambition of his Hur ſon: 


petitors for his crown, he died of diſcontent 


a puiſſant army to ſupport their ſeveral pre- 


be faithful to each other, and to ſubmit to 


as ſoon as they ſhould defeat and ſucceed 


brothers united their reſpective armies; and 


9 ( 20.) 


who in his life time ſhewed themſelves com- 
and grief, Anno 1713. 


Their names were, Mauz O' din, Mabom— 
med Azim, Raffeeil. al Kadar, and Ko, i 
Akhter : they had been ſome years Gover- 
nors of diſtinct provinces, and were each, 
at the death of their father, at the head f 


tenſions to the throne. 


Mabommed Aim, being ſuperior in force 
wealth, and reputation, to the other three 
brothers; ; they joined in league againſt him; 
taking the moſl ſolemn oath on Koran, to 


an equal partition of the Empire, in thirds 


againſt their brother. 


—_ ĩ 7 


In conſequence of this compact, the thre: 


a general battle enſued; in the firſt heat of 
which, Mahommed Azim was killed by th: 
ſhot 5 an arrow, as he was gallantly charg- 
ing, on his elephant, the center of his br 


thers army; which he was informed wa 
com- 


(21) 


commanded, in perſon, by his eldeſt bro- 


ther Mauæ O dn. 


The treaſures of Mabommed Azim, by 


the dexterity of Zulfecar Khan, an Omrah 
in the intereſt or Mauz O'din, fell into the 
hands of the latter ; with which having 
privately bought over moſt of the troops of 


his two remaining brothers, he attacked 


them on the field of battle, in violation of 


his ſolemn oath, f f 


The brothers being no ways prepared for 


| this ſudden, unſuſpected and perfidious 
ſtroke; were capable of making but ſmall 


refiſtance : the elder of the two, Raffeerl al 


 Kaddr, was preſently killed; and, what is 
$ worthy remark, fell upon the body of his 
brother Mahommed Azim. Khojifta Akhrer, 
the youngeſt of the four, collecting ſome few 
of his own and Raffeeil al Kadar's troops, 
| fled towards the province of Deccan, his 
government; but being purſued and attacked 
by Mauz O'din, ſhared the ſame fate with 


his brothers. | 


Thus Maus O' din became, like his father 


and grandfather, poſſeſſed of the throne of 


Indeſtan, by the perfidious deſtruction of 
his brothers; one circumſtance however 
might be pleaded in behalf of Maus O' din, 

C 3 | which 


( 22 ) 
which neither of the other two could lay 
any claim to,—for he was the legal heir to 

the crown: but it may alſo juſtly be ſaid, 

that he had waved and given up his legal 
right, when he entered into the voluntary 
compact with his brethren. He was pro- 
claimed Emperor by the ſtile and title of 
Mauz O din Jebandar Shaw, The King who 
poſſeſſes the World; and appointed Zu [fecar 
Khan his Vizir. 5 
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gare Je- Yehandar was a weak Price 1 ; and very 
baniar, ſoon after he thought himſelf in ſecure poſ- 
1715. ſeſſion of the throne, he ſunk and loſt him- 
ſelf in the luxuries and debaucheries of the 
Seraglio : ſo wholly devoting his hours to a 

famed courteſan called Lol Koar, (better 
known in Jndoſtan by the name of Ll 
Kooree that he neglected every duty which 

' ought to diſtinguiſh the Man, and the King. 


This courteſan was of exquiſite beauty, 
and highly excelled as a dancer and ſinger, 
in which profefſion ſhe was originally bred; 
beſides theſe qualifications, it is ſaid, her 

converſation was engaging and bewitching. 
The Monarch, intoxicated with her allure- 
ments, had no will but hers : by her in- 
| fluence ſhe filled all places of the higheſt 
truſt and honour, with her baſe relations. 


This infatuated. conduct, brought the Em- 
a peror 


(23) 
peror and Empire into the loweſt con- 
tempt ; and gave univerſal diſguſt to all the 
Omrahs and great officers of the kingdom; 
who one by one, under various pretexts, 


withdrew themſelves from court; and me- 


ditated a favourable conjuncture to depoſe their 
ſovereign. | by, 


Amongſt the di ſaffected, were two Gene- 
rals and Omrahs of the court, of diſtinguiſh- 


ed character and authority; named H://an 
Aly Khan ; and Abdallah Khan; brothers of 


the tribe of the Seyds, for whom Mahome- 
fans bear a religious veneration. Theſe, in 
concert with others of the Omrahs, deter- 
mined to raiſe Mahommed Furrukbsir to the 


| throne ; and ſuddenly, at the head of a 


choice body of troops, retired towards Ben- 


gall, where Furrukbsr then reſided. 


This. young Prince was the ſon of Ma- 
hommed Azim, already mentioned, and ne- 
phew to the Emperor ; he had refided ſome 
years at Dacca, (then the metropolis of 
Bengal) by the appointment of his grand- 
father Shaw Allum, where he was ſo much 
beloved, that the inhabitants of that city, 
to this day, in their common ſongs lament 


Anno 


1715 · 


his fate, with tears; and celebrate his me- 


mo TY. 


. When 
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drew from Dacca; 


revolters; 


( 24) 

When Furrubbsir firſt received advice of 
Shaw Allum's death, and the fatal cata- 
ſtrophe of his father and uncles ; he with- 
knowing his — . Fe- 
handar, would never think himſelf ſecure 
on the throne, whilſt ſo near a pretender to 
it was in being. Much perplexed, and ir- 
reſolute what courſe to take, as he was at 
the head of an inconſiderable, but faithful 
body of horſe, retiring out of the province, 
he was met by expreſs meſſengers from the 
urging his immediate advance to 
Patna in the province of Babaar ; where on 
his arrival he was received by S:yd Heſſan 
Aly Khan, Seyd Abdallah Khan, = other 
principal Omrahs and Officers; who in- 
ſtantly proclaimed him * of In- 


doftan. 


On the firſt news of this revolt and com- 
petitor, the court was {truck with a panick ; 
but the Emperor, buried in the embraces 
of his beloved Loll Kooree, treated it as an 
impotent attempt hardly worth his notice; 
contenting himſelf with ſending his ſon Eas 
O'd:n, at the head of 15,000 horſe, to ſup- 


preſs him ; with orders to bring the traitor's 
Head. 


Expreſs after expreſs arriving with in- 


1 that PFurrukbsir's party gained 
ſtrength 


(25) 
ſtrength every hour ; ab that he was in full 
march towards Agra; the Emperor re- in- 
forced his ſon with a kms body .of troops, 
under the joint command of his Vizir Zul- 
fecar Khan, and his favourite Gokuldas Khan; 
between whom there ſubſiſted much private 
jealouſy and onmity. 


Furruſbsir had by this time e to- 
gether a reſpectable army; and thought 
himſelf ſtrong enough to quit Patna + which 
he accordingly did, and by forced marches 
advanced as far as Chivalram in the pro- 
vince of Eleabas, where he was met by Eas 
O'din, at the head of his 15000 horſe. 
This young Prince, after a ſhort conteſt, 
| perceiving the ſuperiority of the enemy's 
forces; thought it adviſeable to retreat to- 
wards Agra, which he did in good order ; 


om- and in a few days was joined near Agra by 
ick; the troops, ſent by the Emperor under the 
races command of the Vizir and Gokuldas Khan, 


is an 
tice : 

Fas 
ſup- 


itor's 


to reinforce them: here it was reſolved to 
wait the approach of the enemy, for which 
they did not wait long; and a general battle 
quickly enſued. 


The Emperor's forces, by the advice of 
Zulfecar Khan, were formed into three di- 
| viſions. The center was commanded by 

as 


in- 
ained 
: nth 


Anno. 
1715. 
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1 
Eas Odin: the right by Gokuldgs Khan ; and 
the left by Zulfecar Khan. 


 Furrukbsir obſerved the hike diviſion of 
his forces. He gave the command of his 
center to Seyd Haſſan Aly Khan ; the right 
to Seyd Abdallab Fg and led on the 
left himſelf; preferring this, as the poſt 
of the greateſt honor ; becauſe it was the 
poſt of greateſt danger, as being oppoſed 
to Gokuldas Kban; who commanded the 
right diviſion of the Emperor's forces; and 
was juſtly eſteemed the moſt conſummate 
general and intrepid foldier in the Em- 


pire. 


Mr. Fraſer in his ſhort narrative inti- 


mates, that the Emperor was in perſon in 


this engagement ; but herein his intelligence 
deceived him: for it is a known fact, that 
he was never rouſed ſo far from the lethar- 
gic pleaſures. he was immerſed in, as once 
to quit the Seraglio; and indeed the flat- 
tering informations that were hourly con- 
veyed to him of the defeat of the rebels, 
by Loll Kooree (who dreaded his abſence ) 
prevented his ever beſtowing a thought 
that way; until it was too late to think of 


- It to any purpoſe. But to reſume our ſub- 


ject. 


The 


and 


of 
his 
ight 
the 
poſt 
the 
oſed 
the 
and 
mate 
m- 


inti- 
nin 
ence 
that 
har- 
once 
flat- 
Con- 
bels, 
nce 
ught 
k of 
ſub- 


Th 


| of Seyd Hofſan Aly Khan. 


„ - | 
The battle was fought with great obſti- 
nacy and gallantry on both fides— Wonders 
are recorded of the ſpirited actions and per- 


: ſonal bravery of Eas O'din and Gokuldas 


Khan; and not leſs reported of the valour 
of Purrukhsir, and Seyd Hoſſan Aly Khan ; 
but the deciſive ſtroke of victory was given 


by Sed Abdallah Khan : this General, ob- 


ſerving the Vizir draw off and retire with 
his diviſion, wheeled and vigorouſly attack-= 


= cd Bas O din in flank ; whilſt he was hard 


preſſed in front by Seyd Hofſan Aly Khan, 


= £25 O din at the ſame time learning that the 
brave Gokuldas Khan was killed, and his 

right wing defeated by Furrukhsir ; a gene- 
nal rout ſoon followed. Eas Odin eſcaped 
with difficulty from the battle; and by a 


change of ſwift horſes reached Delhy, where 


in the preſence of his father, he died of his 
= wounds in an hour. 


Purrukbsr prudently ordered the troops 


to be ſpared in the purſuit. This clemency, 
and the addreſſes of ſome emiſſaries ſent 
amongſt them, operated ſo ſtrongly on them; 
| that, to a man, they revolted from the Em- 
| Peror ; and joined Furrukbs/r : whoſe tri- 


| umph, on this happy ſucceſs, was greatly 


abated by the abſence and ſuppoſed death 
Short ſighted 
mortal ! little didſt thou at that time know, 

that 
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(28) 


that thou wert regretting the loſs and life 
of the man, who in a very ſhort period 


would deprive thee of thine own !— A large 
reward being promiſed by the Prince ; bad 
ſearch being made; Seyd Hofſan Aly Khan 
was found amongſt the flain with ſigns of 
le, and his recovery effected. 


The Gebchieros conduct of the Vizir 


Zulfecar Khan, it was ſaid, proceeded from 


cowardice, and reſentment at Gotuldas Khan's 


being jo! ned in the command with him 
(a ſource from which the greateſt deſigns 
have often proved abortive.) When he re- 


tired with his diviſion, he made the beſt 


of his way to Dell; where, ſoon after, the 
arrival of the untortunate Eas O'din, too 
plainly ſpoke the E of the Emperor his 
Father. 


Some feeble attempts were made to "raiſe 
freſh troops, and put the city in a poſture 


of defence; but the ſudden approach of 


Furrukbsr put a period to every hope. 
The Emperor, his uncle, fell into his hands 

without refiſtance. His head was imme- 
diately cut off; and his trunk being fixed up- 

on an elephant, was expoſed round the City. 
His Vizir, Zulfecar Khan, was tied by the 
feet to the tail ofthis fame elephant, and 


dragged until he expired : a death cruel, 
8 and 


(29) 
and eſteemed the moſt diſhonourable that 
can be inflicted upon a criminal; but ſcarcely 
ſevcre enough for that miniſter who ſacrifices 
the intereſt, and cauſe of his King, to his own 
private reſentments. He was little lament- 
ed; for by his mal-adminiſtration, whilſt 
Vizir, he had acquired the univerſal hatred 


of the people. 


Maus Odin Fehander Shaw thus falling Amo 
a ſacrifice to love and indolence ; Mahn- i 


med Furruksir was proclaimed Emperor of ie, z.-- 


Indoſtan, without oppoſition. The firſt acts 


of his government conſiſted, in rewarding 
thoſe who had raiſed him to the throne. 
He appointed Seyd Abdallah Khan his Vi- 
2!r ;. and Seyd Hoſſan Aly Khan his Bukſhi, 
or Pay-Maſter General, with the title of 
Emir al Omrah ; (The Prince of Princes) 
and beſtowed upon him the government of 
Deccan ; ſuitably rewarding the other Om 


G | OS 4 | 
rahs that had rendred him ſervice. 


But before we enter on the reign of Fur- 
rukbsir, we beg to be indulged a few words 
on the late murdered Emperor Tehander ; 


whoſe character very minutely reſembled that 


of the unfortunate and licentious Roman, 
Marcus Antonius, 


He 
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(30) 5 
He was thought by his father, Shaw A 
lum, the only General capable of repulſing 
the dangerous annual invaſions of the Bo- 
luccais; which threatned the Empire on the 
fide of Pera. Prince Mauz Odin was ſent 
againſt theſe warlike people, at the head of 
the choiceſt troops in the Empire; and in a 
continued campaign of five 
many and ſignal battles with the invaders; 
that gave him vaſt renown. In one of theſe, 
when the enemy was intrenched behind a 
ſtrong and thick wood, on which fide they 
could only be attacked, he cut a paſſage 
through the wood ; forced their intrench- 
ments ſword in hand, and hardly any of the 
enemy eſcaped the ſlaughter. 
were the particulars of this action arrived at 
court, than the Emperor his father, gave him 
the title of Prince of the Hatchets ; one of 
the honorary titles ever ſince giv 
Prince of the blood. 


ears, he had 


No ſooner 


en to the firſt 


His diſpoſition, before he came to the 
throne, was fo engaging and amiable ; that 
he became the idol of the whole Empire. 

This drew on him the jealouſy of his father; 
who, to counterbalance his growing influ- 
ence, heaped that partial power and favor 
on his ſecond ſon, Mahommed Azim, (the 
father of Furrukh:ir) which enabled him to 


make the ſtand he did againſt his brothers 


legal 


egal right of ſucceſſion; at the demiſe of 
ing S Allum ; as before recited. In ſhort, 
Bo- if he could be defended from that perfidious 


the ſtroke againſt his other two brothers; and 


ſent had eſcaped the bewitching ſnares of that 


| of eaſtern Cleopatra, Loll Kooree; he moſt pro- 
ina bably would have left a more ſhining cha- 
had rafter, (and a much more honorable one) 


Jon the records of fame, than that of his 


ele, grvdfather Auring Zebe. 

dam pls ALT 

they WR Zo! Roar had the honor of being con- 
Tage demned, for life, a priſoner in the royal pri- 


ach- 
" the 
Onet 


W baſe relations, who had been raiſed to places 
of high truſt, were cut off by the conqueror ; 


d at Nand others degraded. 
„„, | 
ie of Furrulbsir having obtained the diadem, 


firſt Nas before related, peace ſeemed to be ſettled 


in the Empire: but the evil deſtiny of that 
Prince forbad its long continuance, During 


the this period, the power of the Seyd. grew 

that {enormous ; and left the Emperor the name 
ire. end trappings of royalty only: for they diſ- 
ther; ¶poſed of all important poſts by their ſole au- 


nflu- 
favor 

(the 
im to 
ther's 


legal 


Fhority ; amafſed immenſe wealth, and ſe- 
queſtered the public revenues to their own 
ate emolument ; ſecuring thereby the at- 
achment of the. principal officers of the 

crown: 


. 5 


fon, or caſtle of Selimgur. Some of ber 
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were intirely devoted to their intereſt. 


cypher of a King; he nobly determined to 


| Abdallah Khan at Delby; and Haſſan A) 


(32) 


crown: who (with a very few exceptions) 


Furrukbsir very jy ſaw, and felt his 
deſpicable ſtate. of dependance ; but could 
not eaſily forget, how much he owed to the 


' ſpirited conduct and friendſhip of theſe am- 


biticos brothers. He patiently ſubmitted to 
the many indignities he labored under: with. 
out meditating any thing againſt them; the 
life and crown they had given him, he knew 
ſtill depended too much on their will and 
diſpoſal: he dreaded their power, which in- 
deed was greater than any ſubjects in thi 
de ſpotick government can poſſeſs, with ſafety 
to their Prince; or, than can be conſiſtent 
with his honor. 


Wearied at length, at 8 himſelf. thi 


free himſelf from "tbe ſhackles with which 
he had been bound fo long; by having both 
the brothers aſſaſſinated at the fame time: 


Khan, as he was upon his march to his go- 
vernment at Deccan; where he was going 
to dif poſſes Nizam al Muluck. 


A defign, ſo complicated in its natur, 
could not be carried on without being com- 
- | municated 
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municated to many ; amongſt theſe the Em- 


peror chiefly intruſted and depended on the 


two Omrahs, Khondoran Khan, and Mir 


umla, for the execution of it; they being 


almoſt the only two officers about the court, 
who had been neglected by the powerful 
Seyds. Khondoran was ſuſpected of betray- 


ing the whole to Abdallab Khan : whether 
this was the fact, is uncertain ; but it is very 
certain, both the brothers had early intelli- 


gence of the deſign againſt them; and de- 
termined to have the ſtart, by depoſing the 
Emperor. I. 


The Vizir immediately withdrew from 
court; ſent expreſs upon\expyels to recal his 


brother ; and put himſelf at the head. of a 


body of troops, whoſe commander he was 


by virtue of his poſt. 


Furrukbsr finding his intentions againſt 
the Seyds diſcovered ; had recourſe to diſſi- 
mulation : He ſent his mother to the Vizir ; 


charged with his ſolemn proteſtations of the 


falſhood of the information the Vizir had 


received; and with profeſſions of inviolable 
| friendſhip and affection intreating, that he 


would return to court; and contradict any 
— he might have diſpatched to his bro- 
ther. | 


: 8 The 
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5 — - 7 
The Vizir having no room to doubt of 

his intelligence of the Emperor's projected 
aſſaſſination, returned for anſwer—That, as 

a mark of the ſincerity of his profeſſions, 
he ſhould diſcharge his guards and ſervants; 
and ſubmit to receive ſuch as he, the Vi- 
Zir, ſhould think proper to place about him, 
This hard condition the Emperor abjectly 
and unadviſedly conſented to; and the Vi- 
ir, contented with this ſecurity, waited 'the 
arrival of his brother, without proceeding W 
further. Theſe events fell out about the be- 
ginning of the year 1719. MM 


 Seyd Hoſſan Ali Khan returned at the 
head of a ſtrong bady of horſe, immediately 
on the receipt of his brother's letters; and 
arrived at Delly the 14th of February 1719; 
where after a ſhort conference' with ' the Vi. 
zZir, and Ajeet Singh ( Mahah Rajah, and 
father-in-law to the Emperor) and with ſe- 
veral principal Omrahs ; they all proceeded 
to the apartment of Auring Zebe's daughter 
in the caſtle of Se/imgur; and demanded 
the delivery of Raffee:l al Dirjaat, (fon of 
Raffeeil al Kaddr, third fon of Babadr Shau) 
a youth about 17 years of age; proclaimed 
him Emperor of Inde/tan ; and ſwore allegi- 
ance to him. | | 


Hh Pro- | 


we 


g miſerably deprived of his fight. 
ſecond, he attempted to finiſh his torments 
by a doſe of poiſon ; but it proved ineffectualʒ 
Jon the third day, the Vizir ſent executioners 
co ſtrangle him: but as ſoon as he felt the 
cord about his neck (ſtill wretchedly deſirous 
Jof life) he interpoſed his hands, and forcibly 


(35) 
| Proceeding thence to the palace with their 4 
new King, as ſoon as they came into the gar 
preſence of Furruſtbeir; the Seyds upbraid- 2» jaat. 
ed him with perfidy and ingratitude; and 


S Ajcet Singh, with the breach of his corona- 
ton oath ; in impoſing the Jeſcrah (or poll 
tax) upon the Hindoos: they then diveſted 
bim of his ſword, and enfigns of royalty: 
and, with little” ceremony, informed him 
they had raiſed Rafeeil Dirjaat to the throne; 
to whom they forced him to pay obeiſance j 


and then impriſoned him in a tower over 


the principal gate of the citadel. 


The day after his impriſonment, he was 
On the 


broke it; dragging on, thus, a miſerable 


being, until the next day, the 24th Felru- 


ary 1719 ; when he was at laſt ſtrangled, af- 
ter a reign of little more than four years. 


Mr. Fraſer ſays, ſeven; but this cannot be; 


for, by his own account, Auring Zebe de- 
ceaſed in the beginning of the year 1707 : 
bis ſon, Shaw Allum, reigned fix years; that 


is, to the beginning of the year 1713. Fur- 
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(636) 
rufbsir was murdered in the beginning of the 
year 1719; ſo that if his ſucceſſion had been 
uninterrupted, it could have been no more 
than fix years: but the intervening reign of 
his uncle, Mauz O'din Febandar Shaw, who 
ſat on the throne 18 months, reduces the 
reign of Furrukbsir to four years and ix 
months. : 


The Seyds finding they had miſtaken the 
genius of the young Emperor  D:rat, 
(whom they had raiſed to the throne in pre- 
ference to his elder brother Raffeeil al Dow: 

lat, as judging his youth would be mor 

Au ſubſervient to their views) took him off by 

12 8 poiſon; when he had reigned about three 

Nia), months: and raiſed to the throne his eldef 

Shaw Fe- brother, juſt abovementioned, who aſſumed 

ban. the tile and title of Shaw Feban, (King 
the World.) ; 


The brothers, intoxicated with their en. 
ceſs of power, began by various acts d 
oppreſſion to create themſelves enemies frot 
all quarters: the univerſal hatred of the peo. 
ple, for their repeated murders, co- oper 
ting with the envy of the principal Kad 
and Omrabs, (who could endure no longe 
to ſee the Seyds engroſs wholly a power 2 
authority in the Empire, which they ug 
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© {:lves wanted a ſhare in) a powerful 
W was now formed — 1 255 2 


At the head of this confederacy w 7 
reiee Feet Singh, (more mee ae 
by the name of Rajab Jai, Singh) Gopaul 
| Singh Bowderee, and Chivalram Roy; all 
puiſſant Rajahs. The firſt named being he- 

reditary governor of the fortreſs of Agra. — 
Here it is appoſite that we recite an anec- 


dote of this empire, which is not generally 


known. 


nagſtan, ſubmitted to Tamerlane; it was on 


Pheſe capital ſtipulations: That the Empe- 


ors ſhould marry a daughter of Rajah Feet 


When the Hindoo Rajahs, or Princes of 


ngh's houſe : that the head of this houſe 


ould be, -in perpetuity 

| , y, governors of th 
tadel of Agra; and anoint the King at his 
RO : and, that the Emperors ſhould 
| im > 1 

6 e ae the jeſſerah (or poll tax) upon 


Theſe three powerful Rhaaſepoot Raj 

3 fome diſcontented — —— 
emſelves; and aſſembled together in the 
eighbourhood of Agra: and, on the firſt 
Relligence of the murder of Rafeeil Dir- 
at, releaſed: (from a forty years impriſon- 
ent in the caſtle of Agra) Nicosir; a ſon 


D 3 : 9 


. 
of the great Ekhbor; and proclaimed him 
Emperor: and. raiſed a reſpectable army to 
ſupport their election againſt that of the 
Seyds, in favour of 2 Fevan. | 


On the ficſt notice of this formidable 
competitor Seyd Hoſſan Ali Khan was diſ- 
patched at the head of forty thouſand horſe 
towards Agra; and was met, within four 
miles of that city, by Nicosir's forces, under 
the command of Feet Singh : who putting 
himſelf at the head of his Rhaoſepcots, in- 
trepidly charged Seyd Haſſan Aly Khan's army, 
A long and bloody conflict enſued; wherein, 
at laſt, Nicosir's forces began to give way; 
when the Rhaaſepcot's, by the example of 
their Ryjab eet Singh, diſplayed the ye: 5 
kw ſcarf, (the Rhaaſe epoots fignal for con- 
queſt or death) by which means the batte 
had a ſudden hrs: Hoſſan Aly Khan's troops, 
ſtruck with terror at ſceing that dreaded fig- 
pal, and the fury with which the Rhaaſefou! 
returned to the charge, ſoon turned their 
backs and fled ; diſregarding as well the he 
roic example, as menaces of their Genera; 
who, finding all endeavours to rally them 
fruitleſs made the beſt retreat he could with 
them, 


Shaw Jeban wikely cones by the * 
which had proved fatal to Mauz O'din ; 1 
4 


him 
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Gtuation ſimilar to his own; immediately 
took the field with the Vizir Seyd Abdallah 
Khan : and with a large and choſen body of 
men marched to ſupport and re-inforce Syd 


Haſſan Aly Nas. 


This "> OE in his retreat, or aki flight, 
had been vigorouſly purſued by Rajah Feet 
Singh, and his nominal Emperor Nzcosr ; 
ſollicitous, if poſſible, to prevent his union 
with Shaw Feban and his brother; who were 
(they had learned) on their march to his 
ſuccour. In this judicious intention the 
failed; for Hoſſan Aly Khan, with his beaten 
troops, Joined the Emperor before the Rajah 
could overtake him. Both armies being 
greatly harraſſed with their ſevere marches, 
the deciſive battle, which was to determine 
the poſſeſſion of this mighty Empire, was 
delayed until the next day. 


_ Hoſſan Aly Khan, it was ſaid, ſelected the 
evening before the battle, a body of 2000 


| horſe ; compoſed all of ſubaltern officers ; 


to whom he gave ſtrict command, that they 
ſhould pay regard to nothing elſe in the ap- 
proaching engagement, but the cutting off, 
or taking priſoner Nicotir, or Jeet Singh. 


The battle began Gan after ſun-riſe the 
; and was fought with in- 
credible. 


next morning 3 
4 


(4 
credible 5 and obſtinacy, for the ſpace of 
three hours : but, at length, the party above- 
mentioned fo well executed what they had 
in charge, that they took Nicosir priſoner ; 
which being immediately xnown to his party, 
they were ſoon after defeated, or rather put to 
flight: for in theſe eaſtern battles, if the prin- 
cipal on either fide is killed or taken priſoner, 
there is an end generally to the conteſt, _— 
The iſſue of this battle, which was fought 
about the middle of June 1719, on the 
plains of Fatteabad, put Shaw Jehan in tran- 
we poBiction of the Empire. 4 


The Emperor gave Nicosir the Suche of 
death, or loſs of fight: he preferred the lat- 
ter; which was executed on him in the field 
of battle ; and he then was conducted back 
to his priſon at Agra; a melancholy victim 
to the ambition of others. 


* 


Savagee Feet Singh, with a ſelect body 
of Rhaaſepoots by a well conducted retreat 
recovered Agra; and was ſoon after recon- 
ciled to the King and admitted to favour; 
conformable to the ſteady policy of this go- 
vernment: in keeping a good underſtanding 
with the principal Rajahs; and more eſpe- 
cially with the Head of this houſe ; who 1s 
ever capable of railing and fomenting a ve!) 


— party, upon any intended — 
utlon 


„ 
ation in this deſpotic and precarious mo- 
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of 
Ve- 
had 


Shaw Jeban lived not long to enjoy his 


er; 
rty, high dignity; for he died a natural death, 
t to ſoon after his return to Delby, towards the 
rin- 


latter end of the year 1719. Happy! we 


ner, may ſay, in baving made this quiet and eaſy 


n exit; for had he diſcovered a wiſh to make 
. himſelf a King, indted; it is more than pro- 


bable, he would have ſhared the ſame fate 


1 801 with his three ptedeceſſors. 


His death, for ſome days, was concealed 


e of 

> lat- by the fingular addreſs of the Seyas ; and 
field Heſſan Ali Khan, on the night that Shaw 
back Jeban deceated, . privately ſet out with a 


imall, but ſelect party of horſe for Agra, 
where he publiſhed his death : and, with the 
participation of the Mbaabab Rajah, Savajee 
Jeet Singh immediately proclaimed Mahom- 
med Shaw Emperor of Indaſtan; who was 
by the Rajah anointed accordingly. Mahom- 


Victim 


body 


retreat 


recon- 
our ; med Shaw was tlie only ſon of Khyjiftah 
iis g- Alter, before mentioned; the youngeſt ſon 


of Shaw Allum. Soon after, the Vizir and 


znding | 
the other great officers ot the crown arrived 


eſpe- 


vho | at Agra, toi pay their ſubmiſſion to the new 
a ve) Emperor; and were all confirmed in their 
revo- poſts. 


Ma- 


lution 


— 
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courage; but plainly, faw their power was 


his ſentiments and reſentments; until he 


Ea) . 

Mahommed Shaw, was ſoon convinced, 
by the firſt movements of the Seyds, that 
though he was raiſed to the poſſeſſion of the 
enfigns and exteriors of royalty; he was in 
effect little better than a .priſoner of ſtate; 
whilſt the two brothers exerciſed the un- 
controuled authority they had ſo long and 
ſucceſsfully uſurped. He did not want 


too great to be attacked by open force : he 
therefore wiſely, for ſome time, diſſembled 


could form a proper judgment who, amongſt 
the Omrahs and officers, were truſt worthy; 
and in whom he could with ſafety to himſelf 
put a perfect confidence. 


It was not long before his penetration 
pointed out the perſons he fought for. Ma- 
bommed Amin Khan, Heydr Kuli Khan, and 
Kondoran, all Omrahs of the firſt rank, hc 
was well aſſured, were inveterate, though 
concealed enemies to the Seyds: to theſe Om- 
rahs therefore he ventured to open himlſzelf, 
about the middle of September 1720; and 
molt pathetically lamented his abject depen- 
dant ftate, under the tyranny of the Seya:; 


iüimploring their affiſtance to extricate and 


free him; themfelves ; and his people from 
their uſurped power. ; 


| This 


643) 

This overture from the Emperor met 
with a warm reception from the Omrahs; 
they ſwore fidelity to him; and he, on his 
part, ſwore that Mabommed Amin Khan 
ſhould ſucceed to the Vizirut; Khondoran to 
the Mhir Bukhſpi ; and be created Embir al 
| Omrah : and that Heydr Kult Khan, (who 
was at this time General of the Ordinance) 
ſhould obtain the Soubahdary of Abmeda- 
Ms 95 


Theſe preliminaries ſettled ; and the fide- 
lity of theſe Omrahs ſecured, more by 
making 1t their own intereſt, than from 
any attachment to the royal family; a fa- 
vourable occaſion was only wanting : and 
the Seyds themſelves contributed in ſome de- 
gree to their own downfal,—for now the 
meaſure of their iniquity was full, too 
long had they reigned the oppreſſors of their 


Kings, and of the people. 


The firſt act of the Seyds power, after 
the acceſſion of Mahommed Shaw, was to 
oblige him to declare Nam at Muluck a 
traytor; and demand his appearance at 
court, | 


N:zam had been long obnoxious to the 
Sexds : the inſurrection raiſed by Rajah Feet 
e7gb in favour of Nicosfr, had prevented 

” their 
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their looking towards him ſooner; but now, 


having fixed Mahommed Shaw on the throne, | 


| they « termined to ſuppreſs him. 


> ly well knowing there was no me- 
dom between death and the jealouſy of the 
Seyds, in place of paying obedience to the 
royal mandate, killed the gurſburdars (meſ- 


ſengers) that brought it: advanced from 


his government of Malua to Eugon; where 
he ſeized. the royal treaſure : from thence 
he penetrated into Deccan, the government 


of Syd Heſſan Ali Khan ; attacked the ca- 


pital of the province and took it; aſſumed 


the Soubahſhip ; and ſending his Mabs, or 


deputy governors to every part, diſplaced 
thoſe of Haſſan Ali Khan; and treated even 
his women with great indignities. After 
theſe exploits (to which it was ſaid he was 
privately inſtigated by the Emperor pur- 
poſely to exaſperate the Seyds) he wrote the 
moſt ſubmiſſive letter to the Emperor ; exte- 
nuating and palliating the neceſſity of a con- 
duct, to which the tyranny and injuſtice of 
the Seyds had drove him. 


On news of the outrages cated by 
Nizam in the Deccan, the Emperor put on 
a well difſembled rage; and ſwore by Na. 
homet, he would take the field againſt the 


rebel himſelf. This refolution was the _ 
7 x 5 7 ot 
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of a private conference with his aſſociated 
Omrahs; it being judged, the firſt neceflary 
ſtep for the reduction of theſe dangerous 

brothers was, to ſeparate them: accordingly 


the Emperor ordered the Vizir Seyd Abdal- 


lah Khan to return to Delby, to ſuperintend 


the civil adminiſtration; and preſerve the 
peace of that city 2 his abſence: and 


himſelf, with Seyd Hoſſan Ali Khan, and 
the reſt of the Omrahs, took the field on 
the 28th of September 1720, with a royal 
and powerful army, for the pretended re- 


duction of the rebel Num al Muluk. 


4 HIS £65: 
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The Emperor made a lang march that 


day towards Deccan, and encamped late in 


the evening. Here the means for aſſaſſi- 


nating Sey)d Hoſſan Ali Khan were adjuſted 


by the three Omrahs, to whom the King 


left the execution of this important event : 
they found it neceſſary now to diſcover their 
deſign to ſeveral other Omrahs, who they 
knew had been deeply injured by the Seyds, 
and were as inveterate asthemſelves. Amongſt 
theſe, one Hyddr Khan, a ſmall Munſub- 
dar of diſtinguiſhed courage, was pitched 
upon. to perpetrate the deed ; and as the at- 
tempt muſt be attended with apparent ha- 


zard to Hyddr Khan, Mahommed Amin 


Khan, and Heydr Kuli Khan, to.encoura ge 
him they ſolemnly engaged to be at hand 


with 


5 1 2 6 
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with : a ſelect party to reſcue him from the 


made for decamping, and Seyd Haſſan went 
Into the Emperor's tent to pay his obeiſance 
and receive his orders: all the Omrahs and 
officers, as cuſtomary, were round his tent: 
Hyddr Khan 4 8 himſelf at the door with 


a petition in 
fan came out of his tent, and had ſeated 


was attentively peruſing it; the aſſaſſin ſtab- 


he inſtantly expired. 


_ aſtoniſhing bravery for ſome time; yet, over- 


ql. 


rage of Haſſan Ali d 8 followers. 


Early the next metning * Gang] was | 


is hand: as ſoon as Seyd Ho/- 


himſelf in his pallenkeen, Heyddr Khan pre- 
ſented his petition ; and whilſt Se Hofſan 


bed him with his kunjaar (dagger) between 
the neck and collar bone, of which wound 


Notwithſtanding the folemn engagement 
to reſcue Hyddr Khan, it was judged expe- 
dient to facrifice this daring man, that his 
death might blunt and fatiate, in ſome mea- 
ſure, the wrath of thoſe guards who were in 
immediate attendance on the General's per- 
ſon ; by whom Hyddr Khan was .affaulted 
with the utmoſt fury ; and though, draw- 
ing his ſcymitar, he defended himſelf with 


powered by numbers, he was cut to pieces. 
Nevertheleſs the tumult raiſed about the body 


did not ceaſe, until Mabommed Amin Khan, 
K bor- 


(47) 


= Kbonderan, Heydr Kuli Khan, and their troops 
came up to quell it. The Emperor mount- 
ing his elephant and cauſing proclamation to 
be made to the army, that the Embir al Omrab 
was killed by his order, the confuſion ſubſid- 
ed; except in one quarter; where five thou- 

ſand troops, commanded by Jieratt Khan, 
nephew to the deceaſed General, breathed 
nothing but revenge: between theſe and the 
royal troops a ſharp conflict enſued, in which 
many were killed (on both fides) amongſt 


whom was a ſon of Mabommed Amin Khan ; 


but Jieratt Khan falling by an arrow diſ- 
charged by the King, (who it was ſaid emp- 


tied three quivers in the engagement) the 
reſt called for quarter. 


The Emperor proceeding to the tent of 


Sexyd Haſſan Ali Khan, ſat upon his elephant 


and ſaw the ſoldiers, by his permiſſion, plun- 


der it of a khorore of Rupees. The 
jewels, found there to an equal amount, 


were appropriated to his own uſe. 


Mahommed Shaw, ſenſible that but half 
the work was done, whilſt Seyd Abdallah 
[Khan ſurvived, immediately directed his 
march towards Delhy ; declaring Mahommed 


nin Khan Vizir, and Khondoran, Embir 
 Omrah. I, | 


* One Millioa Sterling, 


Ab- 


T9 
 * » Abdallah Khan was not far from Delly, 
when an expreſs from Jieratt Khan over- 
took him, adviſing him of the tragical death 

of his brother: he ſaw his own danger, and 
inſtantly. diſpatched a truſty officer with a 
party of horſe to that city, with orders to 
return immediately with Sultan Ibrahim, 
vounger brother of the Emperors, Rafeeil a 
Dirjaat, and Raffeeil al Dowlat. The officer 
executed his commiſſion with great celerity, 
and being returned with Sultan Tbrahin 
Abdallah proclaimed that young Prince Em- 
2 of Indeſtan : then putting himſelf at the 
- head of a numerous army, he marched back 
to meet Mahommed Shaw. | 


The two armies met the latter end d 
October, Anno 1720, and a bloody batt 
. enſued. Y:#ory ſtood doubtful a-long time, 
to which ſhe ſhould give the day; bu 
when Abdallah was on the verge of ſnatch: 


loner; the Emperor ſpared his life, in cot 


— 


ing a certain conqueſt, a ſeaſonable re-; 31 

forcement turned the iſſue in favour of t 9: 

Emperor: for during the heat of the er ee 

gagement Drababadr (nephew of Chivaluu * 

Governor of Eleabas) arrived with a fel be. 

body of troops; theſe aſſaulting the rear a me 

flank of Abdallab's army with the greatel Eq 

| intrepidity, a total defeat and rout ſoon fol din 
[| lowed. Seyd Abdallah Khan was taken | _ 
| d, 


{ideratidl 


and wealth to his own ule. 
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 fideration of his owing him the crown he 


wore ; but condemned him to perpetual im- 
priſonment (as recited more minutely by 
Mr. Fraſer) ſequeſtring his vaſt poſſeſſions 


oy 


Thus fell the Seyds Hofſan Ali Khan, 
and Abdallah Khan, by a reverſe of fortune 
too common to be very rematkable. The 
wonder is, that they ſhould have maintain- 
ed themſelves ſo long (in this deſpotie and 
violent government) in a degree of abſolute . 
power and authority, hardly equalled in ſto- 
ry; and that, during the reigns of five ſue- 
ceſſive Emperors, four of whom they them- 


ſelves had placed upon the throne, 


The laſt deciſive ſtroke put Mahommed 
Shaw into the quiet poſſeſſion of the Em- 
pire of Inagſtan. A long peace enſued; 
and the Emperor gave a looſe to the in- 
dulgence of his natural propenſities, which 
centered only in the exceſſive uſe of wine, 
women, and hunting. To every thing elſe he 
became regardleſs : the reins of govern- 
ment in time ſlackened; confuſion in the 
Empite followed: every Omrab was plan- 
ning for himſelf; and none thought of the 
public. Theſe univerſal diſorders endanger- 
ed, in conſequence, the health and well- 

| being 
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being of the ſtate; and paved the way for 
the invaſion of the Empire by Nadir Shaw, 
in the year 1739; (fo, accurately inveſtigat- 
ed by Mr. Fraſer which was broug ht 
about by the intrigues of Nizam gl Mallick, 
This miniſter, after the reduction of the 
Seyds, was ſoon taken into favour, and con- 
firmed in the government of Deccan; or ra- 
ther maintained himſelf there by his own 
Arength, as an independant ſovereign. | 


_ ders will eaſily perceive, that in 
the foregoing recital I have followed the 
thread 'of Mr. Fraſer's conciſe narrative ; 
and have only deviated from him in thoſe 
parts, where my materials afforded me 
fuller intelligence; and in variety of tranſ- 
actions which he (obviouſly) thought lay 
out of the way of his main object : his 
intention being, very evidently, no more 
than to give a connected catalogue of the 
Mogulls from 77 imur Lung; ¶ Tamar lam) and 
at the ſame time to convey a flight view 
of the progreſſive ſtate and condition of the 
Empire of Indoſan, as neceſſarily prepara- 
tive to the period of Nadir Shaw's invaſion 
of it; without embarraſſing himſelf with 
any more of the particular circumſtances 
attending the ſucceſſions, than were con- 


ſiſtent with, and Ae in point to 
| | his 


(5) 
his deſign. All that I wiſh or hope for 
from this production is, that it may be 
eſteemed an illuſtration only of that inge- 
nious and learned gentleman's work; com- 
priſed within the ſpace, from Auring Zebe's 
demiſe, to the reduction of the Seyds. 
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CH A M's IT. 
7 ranfaltions in the Subahdary of Bengal, 


Jom the year 1717 to the year 17 50, 
incluſive. 1 | 


UR preſent ſubje& calls us | back to 
c the reign of Furrubbsir, when Faß ir 
Khan, an Omrah of great conſideration and 


intereſt at court, ruled thoſe provinces with 
a rod of iron, His name, to this day, is . 
remembered with deteſtation ; to fill his Wl * 
coffers, he inflicted the moſt crue] puniſh- g 
ments on the Rajabs and Zimindars, by , 
ways and means unheard of, and unknown, IM 
but in this Eaſtern government. He alfo 
highly oppreſſed the Europeans ſettled in ; 
. theſe parts; yet, notwithſtanding his very a 
mal-adminiſtration, he had the addreſs to 1 
obtain the governments of Bahar and Oriſ - 


Ja, united with that of Bengal in his per- 
ſon; which ever before had been diſtin Y 
and ſeparate Nabobſhips 


With 


2 
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With this new acquiſition of power, he 
removed from Dacca ; which, until that 
time, had been the chief refidence of the 
Soubahs, to Mor/hadabad ; and this city now 
became the capital of the provinces, 


FJaffir Khan had a favourite daughter, 

whom he married to Souyah Khan, a native 
| of Delby of ſome diſtinction; this perſon 
was appointed Niab, or deputy governor of 
| Oriſa, when Faffir Khan changed the ſeat 
of his chief reſidence, and e Dacca. 


Sagab Khan, by his marriage with the 
Soubak's daughter, had two ſons born to 
him; the eldeſt named Mahommed Tu#hee © 
Kban; the younger Suffraaz Khan, The 
firſt had conſtantly reſided with his father 
at Cuttack, the capital of Oriſſa, and the 
other, .with his granny at Morſhadabad. 


Faffir Khan's fondneſs for Suffraasz 
Khan was ſo prevalent, that when he ob- 
tained an order from court for Soujah 
Khan's ſucceeding him in the Soubahſhip ; 
he procured at the ſame time Suffraaz 
Khan to be appointed King's Dewan of the 
provinces, in prejudice to the juſt preten- 


ſtons of his elder brother, Mahommed Tukbee © 
Lan. | 


Rx Thi 
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This ill-judged mark 1 affection and 


preference in the old Saubab, was the cauſe 


of declared and unabgting enmity between 


the two brothers; though his ect, pro- 


bably without that 020,5 would have na- 


turally reſulted from the difference of their 


genius and diſpoſitions ; actuated by the dif- 


ferent examples they had long before them, 
in the father, and grandfather.- Soujah 
Khan was bold; rigid in government; but, 
withal, Kr fp and affectionate.— Ma- 
tommed Ti 2 Khan was brave and gene- 
Tous ; delighting in the exerciſes of a ſoldier, 
and the art of  war.——Yafir Khan was 
inveterate; aVaritious.; - and a monſter of 
cruelty. Stffraas Thee was impetuous, 
overbearing and vindictive ; and as he had 
been a ſtranger to contradiction from his 
infancy, ſo in his more advanced age, he 
could not bear it in the leaſt degree, even 
from the mouth of wiſdom. 


In the year 1725 Faffir Khan deceaſed, 
to the general joy of the provinces; and 
. Khan, haſtening to the capital, took 
upon him the government, In the journey, he 


was accompanied by Mabommed Tukbee Khan, 


When the brothers met, the embers of 
diſguſt and hatred, which had been only 
{mothered by abſence, now burſt into 2 

flame, 


as Ea aid hed 1 LOO * 


mW 

flame, that had well nigh conſumed them 
both ; had not the prudence and authority 
of the Soubah interpoſed ; who, finding it 
impoſſible to accompliſh a reconciliation be- 
tween them, reſolved to part them; and 
immediate] pointed Mabommed Tukbee 
Khan, his lb of Oriſſa; with orders, to 
ſet out the next day for his government. 
There in a few months he died univerſally 
lamented. His death gave his father the 


| deepeſt ſorrow ; for he loved him with a juſt 


and truely paternal tenderneſs. 


On Soja Khan's ſucceſſion to the go- 
vernment, he releaſed all the Rajabs and 


Zemindars that had been impriſoned by his 


father-in-law ; and eaſed them of ſundry 


heavy taxes and impoſitions, that they had 
been loaded with. Calling them all before 


him, he enjoined them to attend carefully 


to the cultivation of their lands, and the 


improvement of the manufactures: aſſuring 
them that, in future, they ſhould be exempt 


| from the ſeverities they had ſuffered under 


his predeceſſors: reminding them, that as 
they themſelves had long felt the hand of 


oppreſſion; he depended it would be a leſ- 


ſon to them, not to oppreſs the tenants de- 
pendant on them. Then with a peremptory 


- tone telling them, that if any were found 
deficient in their annual payments, their 


E 4 lands. 
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lands ſhould be taken from them, and given 


to others; afterwards he graciouſly diſmiſſed 
them to their reſpect diſtricts, 


Soujab Khan taking into conſideration the 
ſmall "Randing force of the provinces, that 
until his time never exceeded the number 
of five or fix hundred horſe ; determined to 
enlarge it to as many thoufands, which he 
ſoon accompliſhed. He then made ſundry 
regulations reſpecting the trade of the pro- 
vinces, both inland and foreign ; ; caſting his 
eyes particularly on the Europeans; and at- 
tentive that they ſhould not clandeſtinely par- 
take of greater immunities and advantages, 
than the terms of their Fhirmaunds, or grants, 
gave them a title to. 


Joo this end, he encreaſed the number of 
Chowkee's (or places for the receipts of cuſ- 
toms) to twenty, upon the ſeveral rivers; 
whereas, before his government, there were 
on ly 100, Buxſh Bundar, and Azimgunge. 


13 This wiſe and ſolid conduct, had it's natu- 
ral and proper effects; the provinces ſoon wore - 
a different face; commerce and manufactures 
flouriſhed ; and in a very few years he was 
enabled greatly to increaſe the royal revenue, 
and ſtipulate to pay into the royal treaſury 
annually, one — one Let, one _ 
fan 
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ſand one hundred and one /icca Rupees; over 
and above forty Lacs of Rupees, annually 
remitted to court, to different Omrabs re- 
fiding there, on account of their Faghrr 
lands. In conſequence, his intereſt at court 
vas ſtrengthened; himſelf eſtabliſhed in his 
| government z and the ſucceſſion, by grant, 
ſecured in his family. 


+ * lh... WOT 


Having brought the Soubah Soujab 
| Khan to this happy and honourable period; 
and given a general view of the ſtate of 


io trace the cauſes, circumſtances, and pro- 


government in the beginning of the year 
8 1742 | 


| cauſes of this uſurpation, yet, without 
other co-operating incidents, thoſe (too 
common {ſucceſsful auxiliaries in the inva- 


ſon of right) would have proved inef- 
fectual. | 


| The fecret ſprings of the above-mentioned 
incidents, were known but to few; and we 
venture to aver, were never put together be- 
bre the penning of the manuſcripts, A. D. 


1G 17503 


Anno 
1730. 


theſe opulent provinces; we next propoſe. 


© refs of an extraordinary uſurpation of this 


Though the ambition, avarice, ingrati- 
F tude, treachery and violence of two artful. 
$ adventurers, were the feemingly apparent 


| (53) — 
17503 alluded to in the preliminary dif. 
courſe to this work; from which manuſcript WW 
the authar of the Reflections, as before re. 
marked, difingenuouſly took as hisZown, M 
what he calls his Short ſketch of the hi. 
** tory of Bengal, from the year 1739 to the 
year 1750 . 


Alrocrdi Khan, and EFhdjee 3 wer 
brothers; natives of Tartary; and fol- 
lowers of fortune. In this purſuit they at- 
rived at the court of Delby about the 
year 1721; and put themſelves under the 
protection of the then Vizir Khondoran. Wi." 
In their genius and qualifications they dit. 
fered extremely. The elder, Hodjee Ham, 
Wos of a cowardly, but deeply intriguing 
difpofition ; well fkilled in political learning; 
and a profound judge of the nature of man- 
kind. With bee talents, he poſſeſſed not: 
fingle moral principle, capable of imped- 
ing them in their full career; and therefore 
became every. way qualified for the tranlic- 
tions of this Eaſlern (or indeed any other) 
court. 


For he recites the fame chain of facts as they ftand Mew 
in the manufcript, with little variation, except the pot it v 
diſguiſe of, here and there a different mode of ex pte 
Hon; interſperſed with a few trie reflections, which at 5 

purely his own. We thought this note highly neceſſary ut 
Jen we ſhould incur the undeſerved cenſure of retailing 

A {cond band, the — of another. i 
Aiveri 


TE... 


£7 
3 
Err 
8 


dif. Auverdi Kban was bold and daring; bred 


oldier; enterpriſing; of ready underſtand- 
ng; and naturally virtuous and honourable; 
Watil theſe amiable qualities were perverted 
b and ſubdued, by the inſtigations and evil 
Wounſels of his brother; and his other ta- 
Nents were made ſubſervient to Hamet's am- 
Pitious views of aggrandiſing their obſcure 


Hogjee acquired this title from his hav- 


= Wong in his early years made a pilgrimage to 
gif. che, (or the tomb of Mabommed at Mecca.) 
„duty which the Khoran impoſes on every 
ain BMuſelman once in his life, either in perſon 
ing by proxy; and he who performs it in 
* perſon, thereby obtains, for life, the huno- 


Wary appellation of Hogjee; and is much re- 
erenced by the true believers. 


ped- 

fore „„ ket 

Mac- It has been confidently aſſerted, and as 
her) NPeorrentiy believed in Bengal, that Hogjee 


Hamet, had been preferred at Delly, to the 
poſt of maſter, or keeper of the crown 


lan Whewels: with the moſt valuable of which 
de was faid he eloped, and afterwards ſanc- 
Fe tifed this theft by a pilgrimage to Mecca. 
(ary But, upon the ſtricteſt enquiry, we pronounce 
ing this report an aſperſion of his enemies; 


haying the beſt authority for ſaying, neither 
= . 


Ard 
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fcurity is allowed on all hands; can it then 
poſſibly gain credit, that either of them 


| ſhould be preferred to a poſt, which is uſual. 
ly beſtowed on one of the firſt Omrahs of 
the Empitet”- 


But if we ſhould admit (what alſo has 


been aſſerted) that Hogjee was for a ſhor 


ſpace in the ſervice of 'the keeper of the 


crown jewels; and might have it in hi 


power to commit the theft alledged again 


bim; yet the fact remains equally impro- 


bable: for can it be believed that after b 
atrocious a crime, both the brothers ſhould 
obtain the patronage and recommendation of 
Khondoran ?—W hich they certainly brought 
with them to Cuttac (the reſidence of the 


Nabob Se Khan) Anno 1722. 


Ano. 


1722. 


On their arrival, they were taken into 
the ſervice of Souzah Dowle, as immediaty 
attendants on his — Hodjee, in capacity 
of his firſt K:ſtmutgar (or valet) and 4. 
verdi, his Chilum Purdaar (dreſſer or rather 
keeper of his ſmoaking pipe) with the ad- 
ditional pay and denomination of a feapoy, 
or foot ſoldier. 


| Ther 


of the brothers appeared at court before the 
year 1721: but the improbability of the 
fact ſpeaks it a calumny— their original ob- 


111 
Heir riſe from theſe menial ſtations was 
the : apid, but not aſtoniſhing; in a country 
the N y here ſuperior talents ever make their way 
ob- 0 ſpeedy promotion. The Nabob very 
nen Noon diſcovered in Hodſee an extenſive ge- 
em Npius and underſtanding in men and things; 
* und Hodjee, as ſoon found out the great, and 
Y 


Elmoſt only foible of his maſter; which was 


en. | 


has 


Tort 

the Npaſſion; and by indefatigable attention and 
his nduſtry out-ran even the Nabob's deſires. 
ü -The compiler of the Reflections ſays, 
pro-. Iadiee proſtituted, and made a ſacrifice of 
r o his own daughter to his maſter's luſt:“ 


Juld 
n of 
igt 
the 


ve confeſs we never heard of it before; be 


7 


ogjee, by indulging and feeding this paſſion, 
quickly gained an aſcendant over his maſ- 
er; and had the diſpoſal] of all places of 
mall importance ; and as he was obſerved 
0 be the growing favourite, all ſuits and 


into 


iath Npetitions were preferred through his media- 
Al- | 
ther Bi Aliverdi Khan's extraordinary military 


ad- 
POP, 


genius did not eſcape his maſter's notice. 
e was ſoon promoted to be Jemmautdar 
of the Nabob's foot guards ; and not long 

EIT | after 


heit 


En ungovernable appetite for variety of wo- 


Hodjee benefited himſelf of this ruling 


his as it may, it is moſt certain that 


after preferred to a command of horſe, «i 
the interceſſion of his brother. The rulin 0 
paſſion of Hodjee was an unbounded thitf Ne 
S AGE M5 ee g 2 5 
of riches; but whilſt he labored to extend 
his influence over his maſter, as conducive 


to the ſatisfying this vice; he was eve hi 
watchful and attentive, that his brother's in. Ma 
tereſt went hand in hand with his own, MW 
| b 5 Ws mth 
To theſe ends he daily made himſeho 
more and more uſeful to Soujab Khan ; ani is 
being well verſed in the arts of financing, iſ 
and the invention of ways and means, h 
importance was confirmed: (this being the rot 
moſt ufeful and effential duty of a miniſter WM { 
in the Eaſt, as well as in the We.) He vue) 


alſo an exquiſite and penetrating /þy upon 
the pr of all the Niabs ; 2 5 
cers 8 under the Nabob; witl 
whom he ſecretly planted his own emiſſi 
ries; ſo that nothing was tranſacted in any rm 
part of the province of Oriſſa, that hen 
maſter had not the moſt early intelligence 

of. 


rpri 
The government of Indeſtan is perhiys MFc/at 
the only government in the world, where Wotec 
the character of a /py is not attended, with itn: 
reproach and infamy,: here it is honour 
able and dignified. The Emperor and all tic 
Soubahs of the provinces entertain an of- tak 
. cet 


; TJ 
er with this title, who is always a perſon. 
f conſideration : but like Satan he is more 

enerally feared than loved. Hodjee poſ- 

eſſed not the title of the Nabob's Hircar- 

ab, (ſpy) but he virtually was ſo; and by 
Nis practice, did not a little gain upon his | 
Wnaſtcr's confidence, and thereby ſmoothed 
Wc way to deſigns, which about this time, 
ine 1724, began to open upon him; = 
ough he yet concealed. them even from | 
s brother. ef Pt 


The influence and power of the two 4me | 
Wrothers acquired new ſtrength every day; 1724. Af 
W ſuch fort, that at the cloſe of this year . 
ey had gained a full dominion over the , 
Nions and inclinations of the Nabob: who 
this period ſucceeded to the government 


vith the three provinces by the demiſe of the 
if. oubah Yofir Khan, as before recited inthe 
armer part of this chapter. The brothers 
bb tended him to the capital, where the ſcene , 


action became enlarged and more ade- 1723. 
ate to their different, though equally en- 
rprizing ſpirits. Hodjee Hamet was ſoon 
clared prime miniſter; and Aliverdi pro- 
oted to a command of horſe of the firſt 
ſtinction. . | 


10ur- 
Uthe The firſt judicious movements made by 
off N Khan on his coming to the Sous 


9 bahſhip, 


3 5 
bahſhip, (already recorded) were, it was ſaid, 
the reſult of the ſalutary councils of Hoca 
Hamet.— But if we admit the fact, let us not 
too haſtily conclude that this advice flowel 
from any principle of affection to his mal 
ter, or regard to his honour ; or from a com- 
miſeration of the ſuffering Rajabs: no, theſt 
worthy conſiderations were foreign to hi 
heart, as appeared from the whole tenor 0 
his future conduct. The moderate counci 
and meaſures adopted by the Soubah, raiſed 
the credit of the miniſter only, who (by r. 
ports of his emiſſaries diſperſed about the cit 
and country) had the ſole honour of clemency, 
ſtrictly due to the Soubah's goodneſs of heart 
who always ſhew'd an averſion to the prac 
tices of his predeceſſor. 


—— K > mp 2 £ ow 
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The miniſter by this artful procedun 
gained many friends; and by ſecret ſtipuls 
tions with the enlarged Rajabs, he filled hi 
own coffers, to the injury of the public 
revenue. In the degree that 'the miniſte c 
gained credit and influence in the provinct _ 
—the Soubah ſunk in the opinion of ths 
people (a very natural conſequence) aut 
reſting ſecure in the ſuppoſed integrity and 
extenſive, abilities of Hodjee Hamet, it fl 
abandoned himſelf to the full enjoyment d 
his ruling paſſion; and the government, to tis 

abſolute diſpoſal of the miniſter ; who witt 
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out controul, put in, put out; removed; 


diſplaced, and preferred to every poſt of 


profit, whomſoever he pleaſed. And by this 
traffic he ſoon acquired immenſe wealth: 
taking care to keep his maſter buried in 
ſenſuality; ſtill ſupplying. the flame that had 
oſſeſſion of him with freſh fewel; ran- 
ſacking the provinces, and obtaining (no 
matter at what price) the moſt beautiful 
women that could be procured to anſwer his 


E purpoſes: and it was confidently: (and we 


believe truly) ſaid, that he carried his pan- 

deriſm ſo far, as never to appear at the Su- 
bah's nocturnal levee, without ſomething of 
this kind in his hand; formed to attract and 
engage his attention. in a3 b: 


Whilſt Hodjee Hamet was thus employed 
in eſtabliſhing his own power and fortune, 
and blinding the Soubahduring the firſt three 
or four years of his government; his bro- 
ther Aliverdi . Khan began to think himſelf 
neglected; but Hodjee ſoon convinced him 


of his miſtake. 


Hitherto Aliverdi had not, in his own 
perſon, acquired any conſiderable luſtre, ex- 
cept from the light thrown upon it, by re- 
flection, from his brother's being the miniſter. 
In his military capacity he had indeed a 
few opportunities given him of ſhining 

| N alone, 


| alone, both at Orifſs and Bengal ; juſt ſuf. 


Anne 
1729. 


and himſelf— but he had not the means of 


Soubah's only ſurviving ſon Suffraaz Klas, 


(666) 


ficient to gain the belief of his being an in- 
trepid officer : but now the time was come 
to bring his talents upon the ſtage in a more 
conſpicuous view: an occaſion offering, for 
which his brother had with impatience long 
waited. 73, 
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Having for ſome time loſt fight of the 


we here think it neceſſary to bring him to 
the remembrance of the reader, by a {light 
mention of him. His character has been f. 
already delineated: he poſſeſſed the poſt of 
King's Dewan, by appointment from court, 
and was ſucceſſor apparent to the Soubah- 
ſhip : he had long looked with an evil eye 
on the growing power and influence of 
Hodjee Hamet, which he thought became 
pregnant with danger, both to his father 


reducing it. The impetuoſity of his temper 
burſt forth ſometimes in abuſes, and in inſults 
to the miniſter ; who bore them with pa- 
tient ſubmiſſion : but heavy reſentment from 
the Soubah, againſt his fon, always follow- 
ed ſuch abuſe. The crafty Hodjee treaſured 
them up in his memory, for a future rec- 
koning ; he daily inſtilled into the ears of 
the Soubah the many extravagancies bi 
fon was guilty of; which had too _ 
icy 


5 


: | 
L truth for the foundation; but if that had 
not been the cafe, the Soubah was too ready 
to liſten to any thing to his prejudice ; for 
be loved him not—ever faying, that his un- 
*bridled inſolence occafioned the loſs of his 
favourite and beloved fon Mabommed Tut hee 
an. . 


Ano 1729, the Nabobſhip of Patna be- 
coming vacant, Hodſee, without appearing 
ia it himſelf, influenced che then reigning 
favourite miſtreſs of the Soubah (who was 
deeply in his intereſt) to ſolicit it for his 
brother; who was accordingly the next 
day nominated to that government. Suf- 
fraaz Khan upon this appointment had the 
courage to tell his father in public Dur- 
bar, * he was warming and cheriſhing two 
« ſnakes, that would ſting him and his fa- 
emily to death.” The Soubah ordered him 
immediately to be taken into cuſtody ; but 
by Hogjee's artful interpoſition he was ap- 
peaſed. | | 2 


The following night, the brothers held a 
ue long and private conference; to which ſeve- 
ral Rajahs and officers in their confidence 
a Were admitted. Hete the wicked plan 
11 of Alrverd! Khan's government was ſetiled, 
and he departed the next day for Patna ; 
* where in a few days he arrived, and put in 


F 2 execu- 


Anno 
1729 10 
1735 


to the year 173 5, incluſive, were theſe fol 


policy, he ſubdued moſt of the Rajabs of 


ſubjection to the Soubah of Bengal; or in- 
deed to the Mogul himſelf. He laid every 
thing that paſſed on the river, by Mongheer, 


from Patna. 


(6) 


execution the political maxims and inſtruc- 
tions he had received from his brother. 


The exploits of the firſt fix years of his 
government—that is from the year 1729 


lowing. By force, treachery, craft and 


the province of Bahar; ſome, by the baſeſt 
diflimulation and profeſſions of friendſhip, 
he drew to Patna; where he murdered. them 
and ſeized their poſſeſſions ; as the brave hc 
Sander Shaw, &c. He then carried his ot 
arms againſt the Chutwaars, a brave and th 
warlike Gentoo race, who. poſſeſſed a tract 
of country oppoſite Mong beer; up the river 
Samboo : the prince or Rajah of this country 
had never paid tribute, or acknowledged any 


under contribution; and put the European 
ſettlements to an annual heavy expence of a 
large armament, to eſcort their trade to, and 


The old brave Rajah of theſe .people 
(who had many times fought hand to hand, 
with the intrepid commander of our troops, 
Major Hunt) deceaſed, in the year 1730; 


and was luccecded by * ſon, a youth af 
| ſeven⸗ 


(69) 


© ſeventeen. This young prince, intimidated 


. by the examples made of ſeveral of the 
Babar Rajahs, after a ſhort reſiſtance ſub- 
E mitted ; acknowledgedallegiance to the Em- 
peror; and ſubjection to the Soubah.. An 


annual tribute was ſtipulated, and regularly 
paid for four years —a ſpot was fixed on, five 
miles from the mouth of Samboo, and thirty 


from the capital of the Chukwaars; where 


the prince every year met the Nabob's of- 
ficer on a certain day: the one to pay; the 


other to receive the tribute; and it was agreed 


chat they ſhould have only thirty attendants 
on each ſide. | | 


The twentieth: of Oftober, (Anno 17 35) 


was the day of payment; at which time 
the Engliſb army, under the command of 


commandant Holcombe, lay encamped in 


| Mongheer grove, with the company's trade 
for the Patna factory. At eleven in the 


forenoon, we : obſerved a boat, which had 


come out of Samboo river, making for 


Patna: the - commandant detached two 
light pulwaars after her, with orders to 


bring her to——imagining ſhe had a cargo 


of fi the boat being brought to, and 
laid alongſide the commandant's budgerow 
—Gueſs, reader, our aſtoniſhment ! when 


in place of a cargoe of fiſh, it contained a 


* 3 cargoe 


(79) 
cargo of human beads five baſkets full, 
and a fingle head in the fixth, 


TOR 

e 

r 

$1 

Ny” 
l 
RS * 
we...” 
9 - 
5 = ; 
1 
5 ; 
5 
9 
15 25 
l 
* B85 
: 6% 
9% 
* 
$545; 

Ky 

Cf 

5 

Ker 


On enquiry, we learnt that before day 
break, the officer who was deputed to re- 
ceive the annual tribute from the Rajah of 
the Chukwaars ; had, by orders from the 
Nabob Aliverdi, placed four hundred men 
in ambuſh, under the high banks of the 
river, near the place of meeting—that the 
prince apd the Nabob's officer Fowzdar 
of Bahar, (whoſe name we have forgot) 
with their uſual attendants, met at nine of 
the clock; and after the common ceremo- 
nials, and the tribute received, when they 
were juſt upon parting; the ſignal being 
given, the troops in ambuſh ruſhed out, 
and ſurrounding the Rajah and his fev 
followers, cut them off, one only excepted; 
who upon a fleet horſe eſcaped, and gat 
the alarm to the city—among thoſe kill WM r 
were his principal general officers — V b 
further were informed by the officer wW9 i: 
had the charge of the boat, that his order. 
were to make the beſt of his way to Patn;W a 
and lay his freight at the Nabed's: feet; and tl 
that the head in the baſket by itſelf, was te p. 
Rajah's—he added that the Fowzdar wih ci 
his troops were in full march to the ci 

Samboo.—This was ſoon after verificd; fot 


we obſerved about four in the afternoo" | 
| clou 
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cloud of ſmoke over the city; and the ſame 


evening we received theſe other particulars ; 
that on the firſt alarm and known fate of 
the Rajah, his wife, the young Begum, ſhut 
herſelf up with her fon (about a year old) 
and her attendants, and ſet fire to her apart- 
ments —thit the Nabob's troops meeting 
with no reſiſtance, entered the city, plun- 
dered it, and then ſet fire to it. 


14 body of the Rajah's troops retired, 


and for ſome time diſputed the poſſeſſion 

of the country with the Nabob's; but the 5 
Fowzdar being re- inforced from his camp, 
which then lay at Durriapoer ; a ſhort march 
from Mongbeer; the whole country was 
ſoon reduced, and theſe brave people ſub- 


| dued. | 


Theſe were the exploits that rendered the 


name of Aliverdi Khan a terror to the neigh- 


bouring diſtricts ; and by tbeſe he amaſſed 
immenſe riches ; part of which he regularly 
remitted to Mor ſbadabad, to preſerve his own 
and brother's credit with the Soubah ; but 
the much greater part he reſerved, for a pur- 
poſe, he now had in agitation, by the perni- 


cious advice of his brother. 


Whilſt Aliverdi Khan was carrying on 


theſe operations to eſtabliſh his power, 


F 4 Hodjer 


Anno 


1757. 


( 72 * 
Hoadjee Hamet » unrivalled in the ad- 
eee of the Sonbahſhip ; but a trani- 
action which now manifeſted itlelf, opened 


the Soubah 8 Ger. 


Aliverdi Khan, forgetful of the duty and 
obligations he owed to his maſter, and 
urged by the continued perſuaſions of his 
brother, began about the beginning of the 
year 1730, privately to ſolicit at court tor 
the government of Patna, and the pro- 
vince of Bahar, independent of the Soubah 
of Bengal. This negociation, however cau- 
tiouſly conducted, came to the knowledge 
of Scujab Khan. Rage on the inſtant took 
poſſcſſion of him. Hodſee was diſgraced, 
and for ſome time impriſoned—but by the 
moſt ſubmiſſive and deceittul letters from 
Aliverd?, and the powerful interceſſion of 
the Seraglio, (Hogjee's never failing reſource) 
the miniſter was enlarged, and Ry 
again taken into favor. * 1 


Aliverdi Gd; not ſlacken his negociation 
on this diſcovery of his treachery ; bot 
availing himſelf of the favor of his patron 


Khenderan ; and by well placed confide rable 


bribes, he obtained the latter end of the 


year 1737, a phirmaund and proper h. 
nods from court, conſtituting him indepen- 


dant governor of the province of Bahar. - 
I bij 
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z This confirmation of the ingratitude and 
WT treachery of the two brothers ſtruck. deeply 
to the heart of Sougah Khan. He had, 
however, the reſolution and prudence to diſ- 
guiſe his ſentiments; knowing their power 
was too great to be attacked openly; or ca- 
pable of being reduced by any weapons, but 
thoſe of diſſimulation and craft. By the aſ- 
ſiſtance of theſe, he planned, and was juſt 
Jon the point of executing, a ſafe and cer- 
tain revenge on both the brothers; when 
death put a period to his intentions. It 
is more than probable, that Hadjee, who ſtill 


ge pteſerved his influence in the Seraglio, re- 
ok ceived intimation by this channel of the Sou- 
d, badb's deſigns; for his death was ſudden, and 
he Judged to be by poiſon. 


His Son Suffraaz Khan immediately ſuc- 
ceeded his father in the government of Ben- 
gal and Oriſſa: as well as in his reſentment 
to the brothers. 


W 


ONS 
but 
ron 
able 
the 


bad qualities, which had already taken too 
deep poſſeſſion of Suffraaz Khan : his ex- 
ceſſes in ſpirituous liquors and women, 
were beyond controul and example; his 
inſolence and impetuoſity of temper be- 
came intolerable to all about him; his 
principal officers were treated with inſults 

eg and 


his 


Independant power, only increaſed the 


Anne 
1738. 


ITE (74) | 
and indignities : moſt of theſe had been gif. 
guſted with the family for the preference 
given to Alive: di Khan, in the government i 
of Patna ; though juſtice could not lay this 
charge againſt Sufraaz Kban. | 


There then reſided mt his court a Genty 
named Allum Chund, who had been many 


years Dewan to Souzah Khan ; by whom he 
was much revered for his great age, wiſdom, 
and. faithful ſervices. This miniſter wa 
the only man who had courage and honeſty 
enough to attempt reſtraining the extrav- 
gances of Suffraaz Khan ; a duty he thought 
owing to the memory of his late maſter, 
He accordingly, with- the greateſt circum- 
ſpection and humility, and with tears in 
his eyes, repreſented to him the fatal ten- 
dency of his conduct, which if not changed, 8 * 
muſt inevitably eſtrange the hearts of the W8 
few remaining friends to his houſe ; and at [3 
the ſame time favour and promote the eil a 
deſigns of his enemies. ; pr 
37 | | 
Suſfraaꝝ Khan, inſtead of profiting ty 
this wholeſume remonſtrance and admont 
tion, highly reſented his preſump ion; an" — 
ever after treated him with great indignite yh 
and contempt ; and thereby loſt the hei vi 


of the only man in the provinces, who i 
His fancerity, capacity and authority, u 
| capabe 


: _ JT. 
capable of counteracting and fruſtrating the 


. | pernicious machinations of Hodjee and his 
ent brother. 3 \ is 
= = Though Syfraaz Khan did not imme- 
diately degrade Hogjee Hamet from the poſt 
1100 of prime miniſter; yet he took every op- 
any portunity of ſhowing an inveterate hatred 
be to him. In public Durbar he commonly 
\m called bim by the appellation of. His 
* « father's pander, and treated him with 
ty (WY ſuch inſults and indignities, that he ſeldom 
1. 8 frequented the Durbar ; being ill able to 
ah brook ſuch treatment in a place where he 
der. bad for ſo many years been accuſtomed to a 
\m. degree of deference and reſpect, equal to 
his maſter. Nor is it much to be wondered 
ten. at, that he ſhould meditate vengeance, when 
gel, * fair occalion offered: this he was not long 
the without; for Sufraaz Khan's own folly and 


gave him a nearer, and more encouraging 
proſpect, of an event which he for ſome 
time paſt had in view. | 


* A few months after Sufraaz Khan came 
w to the government, he threw a diſgrace on 


is Futtuab Chund's houſe, which laid the foun- 
5 dation of his precipitate fall. The fact, 
heat 

0 bf 


N 
pabe 


whiſpered, out of reſpect to the power and 
| credit 


raſhnefs ſupplied him with the means, and 


though well known to a few, was only 


Anno 
1739 


3 
1739 
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tained, even from the reign of Auring 
Zebe, a character of diſtinguiſhed conſide- 
ration; from Furrutshir, Futtuah Chund 
received the title of Jaggaut Seet ; and 
might be juſtly eſteemed the greateſt ban- 
ker, and moſt opulent ſubje&t in the 
world. | | 


He had about this time married his 
youngeſt grandſon, named Seet Mortab 


Roy, to a young creature of exquiſite beauty; | 


aged about eleven years. The fame of her 
beauty coming to the ears of the Soubah, 
he burned with curioſity and luſt for the 
poſſeſſion of her; and ſending for Jaggaut 
Seet, demanded a ſight of her The old 
man (then compleat fourſcore) begged and 
intreated, that the Soubah would not ſtain 
the honour and credit of his houſe ; nor load 
his laſt days with ſhame; by perſiſting in 
a demand which he knew the principles of 
his caſt, forbid a coimpli.nce with. 


Neither the tears nor remonſtrances of 
the old man had any weight on the Sou- 
bah; who growing outrageous at the refu- 
ſal, ordered, in his -preſence, his houſe to 
be immediately ſurrounded with a body of 
Horſe; and ſwore on the Koran, that if be 
complied in fending his — 
E that 


credit of that family, which had main- 
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chat he might only /ee her, he would in- 
ſtantly return her without any injury. 


= The Seet reduced to this extremity, and 
E judging. from the Soubah's known impe- 
tuoſity, that his perſiſting, longer in a de- 
nial, would only make his diſgtace more 
public, at laſt conſented; and the young 
creature was carried with the greateſt ſecre- 
cy in the night to viſit him. She was re- 
turned the ſame night; and we will ſuppoſe 
(tor the honour of that houſe): uninjured. 
Be this as it may, the violence was of too 
delicate a nature, to permit any future com- 
merce between her and her huſband. | 


ail „* ; 8 
The indignity was never forgiven by Tag- 
- gaut Seet ; and that whole powerful family, 
_ conſequently, became inveterate, tho' con- 
2 cealed enemies to the Soubah. 
in 


Hedjee Hamet ſoon came to the know- 
ledge of this raſh ſtep and violence com- 
| mitted againſt the Seets; he was alſo well 
| apprized of A//um Chund's diſguſt, and, as 
| he was, upon a friendly footing with them 

both, he determined to. avail himſelf of 
their reſentment, and make it ſubſervient to 
| his own intended vengeance for the repeated 
Inſults he had received from the Soubah. 
Revenge however was not his ſole motive: 


he 


( 
he was actuated by another, yet more pre- 
valent one, the further aggrandiſing his fi- 
mily; the hopes of which he had hitherto 
only ſeen at a diſtance; but now thought the 
conjuncture favorable for carrying his long 
projected plan into execution: which waz 
to cut off the ſon of his late maſter, friend 
and benefactor ; and place his brother Al. 
verdi Kban in his ſtead. 

| Hogjee loſt no time in procuring a pri- 
vate conference with the diſaffected Seel 
and Allum Chund ; in the courſe of which he 
repreſented in the moſt lively manner, the 
<* oppreſſion and extravagant government of 
«* Suffraaz Khan; and that nothing but the 
* moſt deplorable conſequences to the pro- 
< vinces could be expected from ſuch an 
* unbridled and tyrannic difpofition—— 
ce that if he already treated. with fuch inſults 
ce and contempt, thoſe for whom his father 
ce had the higheſt veneration and friend- 
te ſhip—what might not others dread from 
* his future violences ?” He then expati- 
ated on, and with bitter exaggeration painted 
their own particular injuries; which had al 
the effect upon them that he might naturally 
expect or could wiſh. 


He ſuffered not their reſentment to cool 


but ſupported this conference with many 
others; 


( 79) 


che triumvirate was; That none could 
abe ſecure in their lives, honour or pro- 


0 : « perty, Whilſt Syffraaz Khan remained 
he . inveſted with the Soubahſhip. oder 


managed the paſſions of theſe men with 
uch art and addreſs in the promotion of 
Ihis own views that they themſelves 
frſt propoſed, © his brother Aliverdi Khan, 
as the only. one capable of reſcuing the 
&* provinces from apparent and inevitable 
„ruin. 
adviſed of their ſentiments, and intreated 
F< to concur with their hopes by preparing 
for a ſpeedy march into Bengal, to take 


be upon him the government.“ | 
ro- Hodjee, with expreſſions of gratitude for 
an | 


Icheir favourable opinion of his brother, con- 
ſented to their propoſal with a well diſſem- 
bled reluctance; declaring © nothing but the 
« receſſity of the time, and the peril of the 


nd- . country could have influenced him to 
om Wh meditate avght againſt the ſon of his late 
2! maſter.“ 

nted Ys 

d all It being objected by Faggaut Seet, that 
rall) Wan intercourſe by letter with Aliverdi was 


liable to accident and diſcovery; it was on 
further deliberation reſolved, that Hedjee 
Should repair to Patna, where he could better 

ine 


Ks; 


: others - and the unanimous concluſion of 


That he ſhould be immediately 
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(80) 
inform his broiled of the ſtate of things, Bi 
and benefit him by his council at this criti. 
cal period: but as his ſudden and private re. 
treat from court would raiſe a ſuſpicion in 
the Soubah, that ſomething was in agitation 
againſt him, Allum Chund and Faggaut St 
engaged to make his departure an act of the 
| Soubah's own weakneſs. | 
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The plan of operations . thus agreed 
on, their next ſtep was to engage in the 
conſpiracy the Soubah's Tope Khonnah Di. 
rogher (or maſter of his ordnance) wit 
ſeveral other diſaffected officers, which ws 
very ſoon accompliſhed, —It was a fayiy 
of a great and brave king, © that one dro 
** of honey caught and engaged more flies 
te than a ton of vinegar.” Suffraaz Kh 

lace of ſweetneſs of diſpofition and if 


fable, unhappily ſubſtituted a moro * 
ſevere and inſolent carriage to all arouni v 
him: which (at this moſt important junc- b 
ture) left him not more than two or thre: d 
officers of any conſideration, who bore H 
leaſt attachment to his perſon, family, or go 
vernment. 5 
ec 
Matters becoming thus ripe for exccl | ba 
tion; Hodiee began to grow impatient for- . 
interview with his brother; and urged i * 


PI omi 
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promiſe made to him by Alum Chund and 


W Joggaut Seet, of procuring his diſmiſſion 
bom the in. 1 | 


ks JN pe Bot 3 3 
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Theſe embraced the firſt opportunity, 

whe the Soubah was, according to cuſtom, 
reviling Hodjee (then abſent) in publick Dur- 
bar ; to repreſent to him, © that it was a diſ- 
grace to his court the ſuffering Hadſee to 
appear there, conſidering the infamous em - 
„ ploy he bore under his father. Drive 
him (continued they) from your preſence, 
* court and city; and let him go to his 
e ungrateful- brother.” This council being 
echoed: and applauded by the Tope Khonnab 
Derogher, and others in the confederacy : 
the unwary Soubah Inſtantly ſent an order 
to Hodjee Hamet to quit the provinces ; who, 
not thinking it prudent to wait for a ſecond 
order, departed without delay ; and made the 
beſt of his way to Patna, where in a few 
days he arrived with ſome. of his faithful at- 
tendants. 


Sufrang Khan, by this falſe ſtep, depriv- 
ed himſelf of the great ſecurity he had in 
his hands; for the good behaviour of Ali- 
derdi 7 whoſe ambition, he had cauſe 
enough to, think, would not ſtop with the 
Nabobſhip of Patra ; da pended upon the 
detention of Hedjee. 
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On Hogjee's arrival at Patna, he painted 
the whole conduct of the Soubah in the 


. moſt -hideous colours: he employed his 
whole art and eloquence in the exaggera- 
tion of the indignities himſelf had en- 
dured : he told his brother that he might 


reſt aſſured . Suffragz Khan could never 
6 forget, nor forgive his obtaining the go- 
% vernment of Bahar, independant of the 
e Soubahſhip, whereby ſo large a portion 
© of the revenues was lopt from himſelf 
* and family: that he was from good au- 
te thority convinced, the Soubah only wait- 
6 ed a favourable occaſion to cut him off, 
and ſeize and reunite his government to 
e the Soubahſhip ; to which purpoſe he 
© knew he had forwarded diſpatches to 
* court—That he- had gone too far to ſtop; 
e that Sufrags Khan was univerſally de- 
© teſted in the provinces ; and. finally that 
ce no ſecurity for himſelf and family remain- 
« ed, but in aſſuming the whole Soubah- 
ce dary, which he might do with very little 
difficulty.“ 


Hodjee then opened to his brother, the 
progreſs he had made in this neceſſary ſtep 
below ; recited the ſeveral conferences he 
had with the Seets and Allum Chund, and 
the reſult of their deliberations ; recounting 

| at 


- — 


„ . © 
at the ſame time the names of the Soubah' 
officets, Who had declared themſelves wholly 
devoted to his promotion to the 7hrone. 


It was faid ; Aliverdi expreſſed much 
computition on this overture's being firſt 
made to him, to diſpoſſeſs the ſon of his 
| maſter and benefactor : but if we form our 
concluſion from his Actions, both antece- 
dent and fubſequent to his period, we ſhall 
have no foundation to encourage our belief 
in that report: for if he really had at firſt 
any ſcruples to combat with; it is certain 
he very ſoom ſubdued them, and determined 
to march into Bengal; of which, full advice 
was immediately diſpatched to their confe- 
derate friends there. | * 


+ It was however thought eligible, that 
S frung Khan ſhould be lulled into ſecuri- 
ty; to which end, Alitcerdi (at the time he 
was levyitig additional troops) wrote the 
moſt ſuhmiſſive letter to him, « aſſuring 
him he was as much the ſlave of his 
| *® houſe, as he was in the time of his 
father: humbly intreating his permiſſion 
* to throw himſelf at his feet, and plead 
* the cauſe of his unfortunate brother; 
| © who, he had with grief learned, had in- 
«curred his diſpleaſure; hoping by his 
Go 4 -- per- 
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« favor *. | 

He departed from Patna: the latter end 
of the year 1741, at the head of about 
30,000 horſe and foot ; leaving his brother 
Hodjee Hamet, his Niab, or deputy gover- 
nor of Bahar. We will leave Aliverdi on 
his march, and return to the court of the 
Soubah. 


Suffraaz Khan had fill hom his perſon 
three officers of diſtinction, that remained 
faithful to his intereſt——though from dif- 
ferent motives: their names were Muſt 
Kbooli Khan, Goas Khan, and Banteer Ali 
Khan; (more commonly known by the 
name of Baaker Ali Khan.) The farſt, was 
married to a fiſter of the Soubah, and ap- 
pointed Nabob of Oriſſa; for which go- 
vernment he was in a few days to ſet out, 
with a ſmall body of troops. His in- 
tereſt connected him firmly to the Soubah, 
on whoſe well being his own fortunes de- 
. pended. 


This was the ſpecious pretext publickly avowed 
for Alirerdi's march into Bengal, which he began ſoo! 
after the diſpatch of the above letter, and before hc 

cou d poſſibly receive any reply to it, = Th 
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-The other two had been proved faithful N 
hs ſervants to Sojab Khan ; and were attached | 
to the preſent Soubah, more from princi- 
ples of gratitude, honor, and affection to 
nd the memory of their old maſter, than to 
out any love they could poſſibly bear to him- 
her ſelf they ſupported the character of brave 
er- officers; were in conſiderable commands 
on under the Vice- roy; and, in truth, were the 
the only perſons in his court, for whom he ob- 
ſerved the leaſt reſpect or regard. 
ron Theſe officers, after the departure of 
ned Hogjee, bad received imperfect intelligence 
dif- of the frequent mectings of Hodjee, Fag- 
et gout Scet, and Allum Chund ; which they 
Al WR ventured to communicate to the Vice-roy : 
the intimating, at the ſame time, their opinion 
was r ſentiments, that ſuch meetings, compoſed 
ap- i of perſons, which they feared were diſaffect- 
go- ed to his government, called for his atten- 
out, tion; and adviſed the immediate ſeizure of 
in- the Seets, Allum Chund, and the command- 
bab, ing officer of the artillery. But Sv/raaz 
de- Khan, doomed to deſtruction, hearkened not 
to theſe faithful admonitions, which he treat- 
ed as idle apprehenſions, without any real 
yo foundation; thinking them friendly endea- 
* de ours only, to draw him from his pleaſures; 
* which 
The 
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which theſe faithful monitors had before at- 


By this fatal deluſion, the Soubah loſt the 
only opportunity of exerting that power 
which might have ſaved him from approach- 


ing ruin: for the bold ſtep adviſed. by Goa; 


and Baaker Khans, of ſeizing thoſe heads of 
the conſpiracy, would have ſtruck, terror into 
the whole party; and effectually put a ſtop 
to Aliverdis intended invaſion ; and probably 
a period alſo to his hopes. 


Aliverdi Khan followed the letter he 
wrote the Soubah, with ſuch expedition; 
that he gained the paſs of Sc/ygudly ; and 
entered Bengal before the leaſt intimation of 
his departure from Patna had. reached the 
court of the Soubah. 


The paſs of Sichgully divides the pro- 
vinces of Bengal and Babar; is of conſi 
derable length, and only about ten to 
twelve feet wide; ſituate on the top of a 
mountain, with a ſteep aſcent both ways 
The courſe of the paſs is Norib and South; 
flanked to the Veſtward by an impenetrable 
wood ; and -to. the Eaſiward by the prin- 
cipal branch of the river Ganges. Thus 


circumſtanced it was capable of being dee. 
| tended 


fended by a ſmall number of men; but it 
= was left unguarded by the infatuated Suf- 
= jazz Khan; and without any defence at 


 Aliverdi knew the importance of this 
paſs z and therefore determined, by forced 
marches, to gain the poſſeſſion of it, before 
it could poſſibly be put in a ſtate of de- 
W fence ſufficient to oppoſe his entrance into 
Bengal. This he accompliſhed as above, and 
found it neceſſary to halt for ſome days to 
refreſh his fatigued troops. | 


On the firſt advice that the Nabob of Patna 
had paſſed S:clygully, the court of the Soubah 
was ſtruck with the deepeſt conſternation ; - 
every one ſeeing further into the conſequen- 
ces of his approach, than the unhappy and 
| ſhort-ſighted Suffraaz Khan : who having, 
| at firſt, no conception, that Aliverdi was at 
the head of an army; expreſſed only high 
rage and reſentment at his daring to enter 
| the province without his permifſion.—But 
when, ſoon after, Goas and Baaker Khans 
informed him of the number of troops he 
had with him and that they were con- 
vinced (by intelligence from ſpies they had 
placed near his perſon) the deſign of Ali 
verdi was to depoſe him; it is impo1i3- 
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ble to paint his fury———He immediately 


ſent for Jaggaut Seet, and Allum Chund 


and demanded of them; how they dared 


ſuffer ſuch a body of troops to enter the 


province, without giving early notice of 
it? averring that he knew ſuch a ſtep was 


not taken without their privacy and copn- 


ſcl. | 


The accuſed, who expected this attack, 
came prepared ; having previouſly concerted 
their replies, left they, ſhould have been 
ſeparately examined They ſuffered the 
Soubah's rage to expend: itfelf in words, 
and then ſubmiſſively aſſured. him “ That 
* had there been the ſmalleſt foundation 
* for the belief of the reports falſly ſpread 
* of Aliverdi Khan, they would have been 
** the firſt of his flaves to adviſe him of 
e his danger.—That the forces of Aliverdi 
© were greatly exaggerated by ſome evil 


© minded people near the Soubah's perſon, 


© who were declared enemies to Hodjee' 
« houſe. That their intelligence (on 
e which they could depent) ſaid, he was 
* only accompanied by his common at- 
„ tendants, and a ſmall guard to defend 
him againſt the petty Rajahs, and free- 
* booters of the mountains.—— That they 
were themſelves perfectly ſatisfied, the 
EE.” x | conduct 
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ly conduct of Aliverd/ was greatly miſre- 
d preſented; and that his only deſign was 
-d to throw himſelf at the Soubah's feet, 


and plead the cauſe of his unhappy diſ 
Fngraced brother Hodjee Hamet. 


. To corroborate this ſpecious and deceit- 
fol harangue, they each produced letters 

from Aliverdi, and from other ſeemingly in- 
different perſons in his train, calculated pur- 
: poſely to ſupport the deceptions; which 
being compared with others, wrote to the 


the W Soubah from Szclygully, he was thereby 
ds Waoain lulled into a ſtupid ſecurity; and was 
hat : Enfluenced ſo far by the combined traitors, 
100 Nas to cenſure Goas Khan, and Baaker Ali 


Khan; as aiming to ſtir up troubles and a 


cen var in the province, that they might bene- 
| of Whit themſelves 1 in the confulion. 

erdi 

* we left Ali verdi Khan to the Southward 
1775 of Siclygully paſs, halting to refreſh his 
/ on troops after their fatiguing march. Here 


Ihe met with an impediment, that was well 


nigh making his whole ſcheme 8 


on abortive, 

tree- 

they . His principal Jemmautdaars, officers and 
the Noldiers, had been promiſed four months ad- 
duct {'anced pay, (beſides their old arrears) and 


a gra- 


„„ : 
a gratuity of three Lacs of Rupees, as ſoon 
as they entered the province of Bengal. - 
The Jemmautdaars, in a body, preſented MW 
themſelves before the Nabob; and demand: 
ed the promiſed pay and gratuity for them. 
felves and their people; declaring if it wa 
with-held from them, they would not march 
a foot further. e 


This demand threw Aliverdi into the ul. 
moſt perplexity, as knowing his inability 
to comply with it. For, what with the 
large bribes remitted to Delby, for the pur. 
chaſe of his independant government of Bu 
bar; and what with other conſiderable ſums 
juſt diſburſed, to corrupt and keep firm the 
principal officers in the ſervice of the Sov- 
bah; his coffers were drained, and at: 

very low ebb. 5 


However, without diſcovering the dit br 
ficulty he was under, he with his uſal 
dignity, and voice of authority, order 
+ ed them to withdraw, and wait without, 
* and they ſhould be ſatisfied.” -£—Thet 
calling a private Durbar, conſiſting of bi 1 
Dewan Chinkumunny, and a few of WM 
chief confidants, he informed them d 
the demand of his Jemmautdaars, and r. 
preſented in lively colours, the * 

6 Hime 
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WW himſelf and they ran, of being deliver- 


bon 

ed up to Sufraaz Khan, unleſs ſome 
ed WF expedient was deviſed to raiſe to the 
nd- WF amount of three Lacs, with which he 
em. doubted not to quiet them for the pre- 


ſent.“ To this the Dewan replied, the 
hole ſum in his hands did not exceed 
ooo Rupees; and that he knew of no 
Wncans of railing more— 


This unfavourable report of the Dewan, 


the proved a ſevere ſhock to Aliuerdi and his 
put. ¶dherents. Various alternatives were (as 


Wiſual in theſe cafes) propoſed, without any 
Having the appearance of ſucceeding : 
Emongſt the reſt, it was ſtrenuouſly urged 
Sou- by the Dewan, that an expreſs ſhould be 
at ent to Jaggaut Seet ; but this was oppoſed 

dy the Nabob,—who aſſerted, © ſuch a de- 

« lay would prove fatal to the whole en- 
M 4 terprize.” — And he was juſt on the point 
u of reſolving to retreat with thoſe troops he 
: ould depend on; when the ev:/ genius of 
Hraaꝝ Khan, in the perſon of one of 
laverdi's followers, conciliated all matters 


1 het a device, which merits: being particular- 
If bb a, RE RT 

cw 7 

G _ | There were two brothers, merchants. of 
rige ina, well known by the names of Omy 


Chund, 
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Chund, and Diep Chund : the former of theſ; ZE 
now attended the camp, and was generally 
of Aliverdi's private councils ; and much! in 
his confidence. 


One of the occupations of this Om 
Chund was, to advance occaſionally ready 
money to the officers and ſoldiers at a very 
| high premium; this is an allowed pradic: 
in all Eaſtern camps, and poſſibly, at let 
for aught we know, it may be the practice 
in the Weſtern alſo——however the great. pa 
vets of the riſque certainly juſtifies the large. i. 
neſs of the premium; for the repayment not Hai. 
only depends upon the lives of the borrowers, 
but alſo upon their ſucceſs. 


Omy Chund had brought with him only 
20,000 rupees, for this game at hazard: 
he deſired the Nabob would order his De- 
wan to pay him immediately the 45, ooo ru- il 
pees, which were in his hands; which being ill 
complied with, he inſtructed the Nabob, ca 
« To call in the Jemmautdaars——ad 
order them to bring in an account of . 
* their reſpective claims, and to tell them 
«« that he would give them draughts on 
„ Omy Chund; taking care to give billets 
« firſt to thoſe who had the ſmalleſt ſums to ec 
« receive; and that in the cloſe of ti: 
| c evening 
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evening he ſhould (on pretence of freſh 


© intelligence by his ſpies that Suffraaz 


« Khan was in full march towards him) 


cCauſe the Nobut to be beat, and iſſue his 
orders for engaging the enemy early in the 
morning, and leave the reſt to him.“ 


The Jemmautdaars were called and or- 


Wired to bring in their claims, which the 
Bid in leſs than an hour: for they generally 


ave. them ready made up on a ſcrap of 


! daper, which they conceal either in their 
Firdle or turband. When all the claims were 


Waid before the Nabob—he ordered his De- 
Wan to give them billets upon Omy Chund ; 
e Dewan, according to private inſtruc- 
ions, made what delay he could, not to oc- 
Faſion ſuſpicion ; and gave thoſe firſt who 


nad the leaſt to receive. 


When the Jemmautdaars tendered their 
dllets to Omy Cbund, he paid ſeveral of the 
eaſt conſiderable ſums readily, and without 
y deductions: then, as he had accounts 

o ſettle with moſt of them, he prolonged 
he time by many artful blunders and de- 
zned errors, until the day was far ſpent, 
ind not more than one eighth part of their 
counts was adjuſted, Then excuſing him- 
elf on account of the great fatigue he had 
un- 
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undergone, he deferred the further payment 


As ſoon as the day clofed, Aliverdi oM 
dered the Nobut to be beat; and iſſued ou 
his commands to his Jemmautdaars to hol 
themſelves in readineſs for engaging the nen 
day; telling them that Suffraas Khan's arny 

was not far diſtant, ä 


This unexpected alarm had the effed 
which Omy Chund had foreſeen : thoſe whi 
had recerved the amount of their billets, i 
all haſte returned it into his cuſtody ; anl 

the others depoſited their billets in his hand 
In the morning the Nabob reſumed hi 
match; took the rout to Mor/hadabad, all 
kept up the alarm and expectance of a battk; 
until he, .in reality, encountered the Soubah; 
to whom we once again return. 


Baaler Ali Khan and Goas Khan, recti 
ing hourly intelligence from their ſpies d 
Aliverd?s motions, and the number of i 
forces, had ſtill the courage to repreſent 
the Soubah, the danger his perſon and g 
vernment were in—and humbly beſougl 
him, © to provide for ſafety whilſt in . 
% power; urging * that if the delyn Fond 
« of A/iverd/ were honourable, * 

| 2 « eligt 
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eligible way to preſerve him in thoſe 
ſentiments, was to let him ſee he was 
in a condition and poſture to oppoſe and 
cruſh him. That if on the contrary the 
deſigns of Aliverd? were aimed againſt 
the government; his ſupine conduct muſt 
inevitably ſecure his ſucceſs. That from 
the face of their intelligence, and the 
whole procedure of Aliverdi, they had 
no room to doubt the wickedneſs of his 
intentions.“ ; 


Theſe remonſtrances joined to advices 
te Soubah had himſelf received of the 
g number of Aliverdi's troops, at laſt 
uſed him from his ſtupor ; and he direct- 
ordered his Jemmautdaars and forces to 
ke the field, and rendezvous in the plains 
Cyria, about three miles to the North 
Morſhadabad ; himſelf following the next 
orning. He had hardly time to marſhal 
$ troops in order of battle, when Aliver- 
$army appeared. : 


Their forces were nearly equal; each about 


ſe, Swffraaz Khan had twenty pieces 


n 0 artillery, from twelve to fix and four 
deſig unders : Aliverdi had none. 
e me | 


Suffraaz 


„ooo men; 20,000 foot, and 10, ooo 
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Sufraas Khan planted his cannon in hig 
front; with ſtrict orders not to fire, uni | 
the enemy advanced within half muſk 
ſhot ; for confiding on his artillery, he ret. 
ed ſecure of victory Aliverdi ordered hi 
troops to receive the diſcharge of the ca. 
non, and then to ruſh in upon the Soubahiff 
army ſword in hand. He iſſued theſe oY 
ders with great ſecurity ; for he and H 
troops knew that by the treachery of thi 
Tope Khonnah Droger, the cannon were lol 
ed with powder only. He alſo iſſued hi 
inſtructions to his officers, to regard nothin 
but attacking thoſe poſts, which were cone 
manded by Maſſat Khooli Khan, Baaker A 
 Khon, and Goas Khan : woll knowing thi 
none of the Soubah's troops or officers wou 
engage, but thoſe which were immediate | 
under their command, 


When the ergagement ow all 
five or ſix thouſand of the Soubah's tro 
ſtood idle ſpectators of the battle. A 
beſt troops advanced without the lealt 4 
prehenſion ; ſtood the diſcharge of artiller 
and vigorouſly attacking the diviſion 
Baaker. Ali Khan, (behind which the v0 
bah was ſtationed) they were twice repuli 
with much flaughter':: but Bazker Al 


troops being over- powered by freth N | 


„ 
bers, this brave man was killed; and moſt 
of his party cut to pieces. 


| Goas Khan penetrating to the center of 
the enemy, with a few brave followers, 
was near killing Aliverdi with his own hand; 
8 when Sedun Hazzaary, commander of his 
WY Burkundaſſes, interpoſed and ſaved him; 
obliging Goas Khan to retire with his com- 
mand ; who, ſoon after being ſurrounded 
by Aliverd?'s troops, and diſdaining to re- 
ceive quarter, were to a man killed. 


222 Khooli ew and the troops under 

his command, for ſome time exerted them- 
ſelves with great courage and fidelity in de- 
fence of the Soubah's perſon; who being 
now, for the firſt time, informed of the 
treachery of the Tope Kh:mah Droger, and 
the deſection and perfidy of moſt of his offi- 
cers and troops ; and that he was betrayed 
on all hands; and learning alſo the fate of 
his two faithful generals - he ordered 
* Muſſat Khool/ Klan to retire from the bat- 
*tle; to make the beſt retreat he could to 
* Cuttack ; and ſave, if poſſible, the pro- 
" vince of Oriſſa from the traytor and 
5 * uſurper Aliverdi; “ telling bim “he faw 
bit was vain for him alone to attempt 


0 . the current of his adverſe for- 
| H et tine 


& tune.” Mufſat Kbooli Khan obeyed, and“ 
with a ſmall faithful party retired, and elud. 
ed the purſuit of the enemy. 


The Soubah, thus abandoned, determined, 
it ſhould ſeem, to efface by a glorious death 
the remembrance of his inglorious life—— 
At this juncture it was, that the leader of 
his elephant propoſed to him to return to 
the capital, © telling him that he would en- 
gage, on the forfeiture of his head, to 
* convey him ſafe thither, where he had 
« till ſome friends that would be able to 
* make a ſtand for him;” but he nobly 
replied, © It never ſhould be ſaid that Sy 
* fraaz Khan fled from rebels and traytors. 
He then ordered him to plunge into the 
thickeſt of the enemy ; where, with a few 
of his guards, that ſtill remained ſte:dy to 
him, he for ſome time maintained an obſti- 
nate engagement——like an enraged lion 
he fought to a degree of deſperation : i 
was ſaid he emptied a whole quiver of at: 
rows; and diſcharged more than a dozc! 
Javelins ; beſides the execution he did wit 
the fire arms he had with him, on the ele 
phant. But at laſt beipg weary with ſlaugh- 
ter, and not able any longer to lift an am 
a period was put to his life and fortune, b 
a muſket ball from a diſtance ; faid to be 

| diſcharge 
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With 


, and ö diſcharged by one of his OWN peo * 

elud- this wound he fell dead from th ; 
and with his death the conteſt ceaſed, — 
wines, WY Thus fell the ſon of Sejab Klan, teſ- 


Je tifying by his exit from life, that he poſ- 
leſſed a ſoul capable of producing great ac- 
der of 1905, had the foil been early and properly 
cultivated. | oF 


| Aliverdi Khan poſſeſſed himſelf of the late 


ad, to Ml. 4 
os Soubah s tent and baggage ; the plunder of 
able to which, amounting to between nine and ten 


lacs of rupees, he beſtowed upon his prin- 


nobly . 25 | 
at Suf: cipal officers and ſoldiers— He received S 
ytors.” Taaæ Khan's perfidious officers and ſoldiers 
o the line his ſervice; and marching to the capi- 
\ a feu tal, entered it without reſiſtance through the 
dy u acclamations of the people. Proceeding to 
J obſti- the palace, he ſeated himſelf upon the 
ed lion: uzinud, and received the ſubmiſſion of the 
ion: | gahs, Jemmautdaars, and other great of- 
of u- ers, who acknowledged and ſaluted him 


1 dozen Soubah of the Three provinces. 

id with | 
the elc- The fate of one of the three principal 
 flaugh- onfpirators, having ſomething remarkable 


an arM 
Une, by 
id to be 
(charge 


— Chund returned from the inveſting 
werd to his own houſe; and being bit- 
It 2 terly 


1 it, calls for our particular mention. 


Anna 


1742. 


thereby ſo much affected, that he ſwallow- 
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terly reproached by his wife, for his per- 
fidy and treaſon to the ſon of his prince 
and maſter, and predicting - that he would 
s ſhortly receive from the v/urper the re- 
* ward due to every 7raytor,” he was 


ed diamond powdet, and in a few hours ex- 
pired. þ = 


Aliverdi Khan entertaining no favourzble 


opinion of the military proweſs and capa- 


city of the Bengal ſoldiery ; and having ſo 
very lately ſeen a glaring proof of their na- 


tural perfidy, as well as cowardice, in the 


unhappy fall of his predeceflor ; determined 
to put no truſt or confidence in them: and 
in order to guard apainſt their treachery, 
which he knew might be eaſily purchaſed 


againſt him, as it had been for him, he en- 


tertained immediately in his ſervice a {cleft 
body of three thouſand Patans, with thei 
commander Mruftapha Kban, a ſoldier 0 
fortune ; who about this time arrived- in 
Bengal with recommendatory letters from 
court, He bore the character of a conſum: 
mate general; and his ſubſequent actions 
verified the report —Theſe new troops the 
Soubah kept always on duty near his pei- 
ſon; and their chief was admitted to h 
councils and favour, 1 


per- 
prince 
would 
8 re- 
> Was 
lows 
rs ex- 
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Nabob of Oriſſa. 
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| His next ſtep was to diſplace all officers, 


throughou 
roughout the provinces, that he had rea 


| fon to think retained cti 
late Soubah's houſe? en bra 
e thought 


himſelf ſecure agai 

5 againſt all attempts 

git n bis ne ps 
t, he appointed a Niab pro e 4 


& r 
he government of Bahar and its capital 


and recalled his brother Hodjee Hamet, that 
> at 


3 : 
e might benefit himſelf of his counſel, and 


aſſiſtance, in his arduous ſituation 


| Hodi 0 69 a 
tjee being arrived, all matters were de- 


. 1 | , * — h | 


— 
© &* 


to 2 
; N75 . on the thirtieth of March 
march and c will leave the Soubah on his 

, and for a few minutes attend on the 


e : 
I nis re, apd unfortunate brother: in- 
ate Soubab, (with whom I 2 


* 0 | | 7 
—— 5 8 defeat and death was on h 
thirtieth of Mar © rope 17412, and not on he 
— CO 5 742, as the author of the eee 
N ys, confounding the date of one 
2 


inti- 


Mm eg, 


2 


—— 8. TEC 


. 
— = rr 


> being ill ſupplied with cannon and ammu- 


| Mulk. | 


| mediately ' ſaw, not only his retreat, but 
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intimately acquainted) eſcaped from the 
battle with a few followers, as before re- 
cited, He in a few days reached the ca- 
pital of Oriſa, where many of the friends 
of Suffraaz Khan's houſe reſorted to him: 
he made ſome attempts to fortify, and enliſt 
troops for the defence of the place: but 


nition, and receiving certain intelligence of 
the uſurper's approach, with a very ſupe- 
riour force to his own ; he thought it pru- 
dent to provide for his own ſafety, by re- 
treating out of the province with his family, 
He left Kuttack four days before the Sou- 
bah's van-guard reached it ; and found an 
aſylum in the Deccan, under N:zzom 4 


6 


Kuttack opened its gates to the Uſurper; 
but he had ſcarcely ſettled the government d 
Oriſſa, when he was alarmed with the news, 
that an army of 80,000 Mabarattor horſe hai 
entered the province of Bengal, by a paſlag: WW 
over the Brerboheen hills; and had already Wi: 
penetrated into the Burdomaan country. | 


The Uſurper received this unexpected 
ſhock with manifeſt aſtoniſhment : he in- 


exery communicatjon with his brother 1 
1 


= I 
his capital cut off. In this dilemma we 


the vill leave him for a while, and inveſtigate 
e re- Nas well the cauſes of this invaſion, as con- 
e ca- Nvey ſome idea of the people called Maba- 


riends 
him: 
enliſt 
: but 
mmu- 


ratlors; who for a few years laſt paſt, have 
been as much the dread and terror of the 
Eaſt, as the Goths and Vandals of old were 
of the Weſt: with this eſſential difference 
however in their characters, that whereas 


ace of Mee were the barbarous invaders of the 
ſupe- rights and property of others; hee are mak- 
t pru- ing juſtifiable efforts to recover hat, which 
by te- their anceſtors had been, for ages, in peace- 
amily. Nable and juſt poſſcfſion of. 
e Sou- 


nd an 


When the Empire of Indrftan was invad- 
am A 


ed; and, in part, conquered by the Mo- 
ul Tartars, about the beginning of the 

fifteenth century; many of the Rajahs, or 
indoo princes of the country, ſubmifted 
ith little oppoſition to the invaders, on 
condition of holding their lands and princi- 
alities, paying a ſtipulated annual tribute. 
But others of them, diſdaining this tribu- 
ary ſtate of ſlavery, retired to the ſouth- 
ard; and poſſeſſing themſelves of the moſt 


ſurpet; 
ment ol 
E neWy 
orſe had 
 paſlage 


alreadj 


7 duthern parts of Deccan, they remained 
pecke nmoleſted, until about the year 1654; the 
he im- Matter end of the reign of the Emperor Shaw 
eat, but ebaun. i | 
ther adj H4 His 
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made a fruitleſs attempt on Golconda; in- 


— 


the coaſt of Mallabar, from the borders d 


8 (104) 
His third ſon Auring Zebe, being at tha 


period Soubah of the Deccan, (or ſouth) 


ſtigated thereto by Mhir Jemla, who re- 
volted to him from the then reigning Ra. 
jah of that famous city, and the adjoining 
country. e . 


Auring Zebe, ſucceeding to the throne 
of Indeſtan, in the year 1659 ; purſued by 
his Generals his former deſigns againſt the 
independant Rajahs, on the coaſt of Gr. 
mandel; being guided chiefly by the coun 
and inſtructions of Mhir Femla; by who 
valour Golconda was reduced; and the whole 
coaſt ſubdued, from Ganjam to Colerocn ti 
ver, that is, from the latitude of 11“. 40. 
—7 Cn SOS 


Mie other promontory of India, called 


the province of Guzerat to cape Conuris 
was never conquered by the Mogul Em. 
perors: but the independant poſſeſſion of i 
was maintained by various Rajahs ; the chit 
of whom was the Rajah of Sittarab. 


To theſe independant princes, the dil 
treſſed and diſpoſſeſſed Rajahs of Corme' 
acl applied for ſuccour. They, alarmed ; 
£1; > „ . the 
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f Cor- 
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t that Wc rapid progreſs of the Mogul arms, im- 


ſouth) m 
: ners of the Rajah of Sittarab. 


ediately united themſelves under the ban- 


Theſe united princes and p copl ©. t 


Eyhich are known by the general name of 


abarattors ; a word compounded of Rat- 


bor and Maabab: the firſt being the name 
pf a particular Raazpoot (or Rojpoot) tribe; 
nd the latter, ſignifying great or mighty; 


as explained by Mr. Fraſer) a term we 
have had occaſion to make uſe of before; 
and frequently ſhall again. | 


The acquiſitions thus gained to the Em- 
pire, by the Generals of Auring Zebe, coſt 
lo much blood and treaſure, that the dia- 
mond mines of Golconda hardly proved an 
equivalent: for the confederate princes 
made ſuch vigorous efforts to regain what 
they had loſt, 'as obliged- Auring Zebe 
to keep up ſo large an armament, that 


he expence of preſerving his new conqueſt 


exceeded the whole revenues acquired by 
It, The glorious vanity, however, of hav- 


In carried his conqueſts of this Empire 


further than any of his predeceſſors, deter- 
mined him not to abandon them ; until 
ding at laſt, ' he ſhould. riſque the loſs of 
ne whole, he began to meditate coming 
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carried fire and ſword ſometimes into i . 


Came. 


Reajahs; and by a ſecret valuable confide- 


them on the following terms. That 
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to a treaty with them: which reſolution 
was haſtened by ſeveral bold attacks, mad 
on different parts of his dominions by tif 
Maharattors at the ſame time. On the 1 
fide of his new ſouthern acquiſitions, they 1 


province of Dow!atabad; and attacked the 
capital Auringabad ; and from Sittarah ther 
penetrated through the province of Guzera 
and ſometimes alarmed even the court off 
Delby ; ſtriking a panick wherever they 


Aurirg Zebe, ſeeing, at length, no prof 
pet of extending his conqueſts farthe 
over theſe intrepid natives; thought it: 
wiſe meaſure to ſecure, and keep, if pol 


ſible, what he had got. To this end, b. 


entered into a treaty with the confederit 


ation given to the Sch Rajah, King dt 
Sittarab, a peace was concluded betweei 


* Auring Zebe ſhould remain in quitt 
t poſſcſſion of his ſauthern conquelis 4 
&« far as the river Colercon, before ment!on- 
s ed, and the port of Surat; and that i 
I lieu thereof, the Aoturaiters ſhould re- 
c ceive, and be intitled to, for ever, 


„ Chout (that is, the fourth part) of the 


6 reyes 


* 


blut ff es 3 | 
„ macht revenues of Deccan ;” to which Soubab- 
by M theſe new ſouthern conqueſts were an- 
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* 


kxcd by the Emperor. 


Thus a period was put to a war, that had 
iefly employed the attention of near two 
irds of Auring Zebe's long and fortunate 
ign; by which, ſo important an addition 
territory and revenue was obtained, that 
ad it been duly and honeſtly govern- 

and adminiſtred; and the treaty kept 
violate on both ſides, would have yielded 


perpetual ſource of riches to all ſucceed- 


g Emperors, on every emergency of the 
ate. | Z | N 


As long as Auring Zebe lived, the Choit 
as duely paid to the Maharattors ; but on 
is deceaſe the treaty began to be infring- 
d, though it ſuffered no open rupture = 
the death of Shaw Allum ; when the 
mpire falling into a ſtate of univerſal con- 
uſion, (by the contentions that aroſe be- 
a8 his ſons for the ſucceſſion to the 
rone, and by the ſubſequent diſtractions 
=; Fog potic tyranny of the Seyds } 
„ thaw paid to it, on the part of the 


Things being jn this ſituation, ; | 

TI :tuation, the Maha- 

Hors determined to pay themſelves 1 
EY making 
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making incurſions on different ſides of M 
Empire; and laying the city of Surat und 
contribution: in which warfare they mt 
with ſuch ſucceſs from the continued pulilf 
lanimity and diſtraction of the governmer 
that at length, they extended their claim x 
demand, from the ſtipulated Cho of th 
revenues of the Deccan ; to a Chaũt of th 
whole revenues of the Empire. 


However, when Mabommed Me: bs th 
overthrow of the Seyds, arrived to the f 
cure poſſeſſion of the throne, Anno 171 
ſome check was put to their 1nvaſion : al 
terms of accommodation being madeto a - 
they for ſome years acquieſced in the ter 
of Auring Zebe's treaty ; and annually n 

ceived the Cho of the revenues of b 
Deccan, by their agents out of the ro 
treaſury at Delly; long after theſe revenue 
had loſt their way to court, by the uſurp 
tion and independance of the traytor Nat 
al Mall. | 


In the year 1740, the deputies of ti 

King of Sittarab, arrived as uſual at De 
to receive the Chont ; when they were gilt 
to underſtand by the Magus miniſtry, «Th 
Nadir Shaw had lately ſo exhauſted | 


« treaſury, that the Emperor was renden 
1 "oo 


0 - | 
of thi ( TY ) 


„ uno utterly incapable of ſatisfying their de- 
icy n wands: the more eſpecially, as the reve- 


nues of the Bengal provinces had been 
rome witheld from the year 1738, by the rebel- 
aim lion of Aliverdi Khan; who in conjunction 
of u withhis brother Hodſee Hamer, had uſurp- 
of ed the government of that Soubahdary : 
they requeſting at the ſame time that the 
| deputies would intreat their maſter in the 
„ by th Emperor's name, to ſend an army of ſuf- 
the (F ficient force to exact the amount of the 
0 171 Clolt, that was due to them; and alſo to 
on: a take the heads of Aliverdi and his bro- 
to then ther; and reſtore the family Scujab Khan 
be ter to the Soubahſhip ; as the then diſtracted 
nally r: ſtate of the Empire put it out of his power 
s of ti to {end a force, ſtrong enough, to reduce 
he rol} the two rebels.“ 
revenut 
- uſoro With this anſwer, and actual powers from 
r Maude Emperor, the deputies departed for Sit- 
prah—A fact that fully confutes the aſſer- 
on of Aliverdi's having received a Phir- 
es of Hund, confirming him in the government; 
at De was publiſhed by beat of drum, and in- 
ere g ultriouſly circulated by the Seers the latter 
y, «It nd of the year 1739 *. 
uſted | 


renden 5 : | | 
u Aliverdi is reported to have ſat in ſtate a whole 
- 119 iccclve the ſham Phirmaund, with the uſual cere- 

: | monials 


2d puli 


The 
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The Mabarattor deputies arriving at j 
tarab, reported the reſult of their deputsif 
tion, and the Emperor's requeſt. I 
King of Sittarab did not ruminate loi 
what reſolution to take: he now had of 
tained a juſtifiable plea to attack the M 
gul's dominions with his own conſent 
therefore, without loſs of time, he ordered y 
army of 80,000 horſe to take the field, a 
march into Bengal ; under the commandd 
Boſchar Pundit, a general of ſome rep 
tation, and favorite of the Seboo Rail 
King of Sittarab. This general, and arm 
we left in the Burdomaan country betwen 
the uſurper and his capital; to whom m 


monials on ſuch occaſions; but this is a farce that hy 

been ſince played in ſome parts of the province d 
Bengal, and laughed at, as much as it was then.—fe 

the Seets could always cao up a Phirmaund from col 

whenever it was wanted, That Aiiverd! was 1 
confirmed in the government by a real Phirmaund, is 
fact that admits of no doubt; and it is well knowl 
that ſo late as June, Anno 1750, the-Vizir Meonſur f 
Khan, (tather of Soujah Dou lat, the preſent Soudi 
of Oude) was advanced at the head of 100,0co hott 
within eight days march of Patna, purpoſely to reſtor 
theſe ſo long diſmembered provinces to the Empire, all 
- puniſh theuſurper :—but differences ariſing berweenti 
young Emperor Amet Shaw (ſon and ſucceſſor to #0 
| hommed Shaw) and Rajah Feet Sing, the Vizit Vi 
recalled from this ſervice ; or, as others more pro 

ſaid, his retreat was bought off by Aliverdi, at the pric 
of fifty Lac of Rupees. | 
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( 228 7 
uſt again return ; and point out the errors 
at drew him into the perilous ſituation. 
d dilemma we left him in, before we 
ew how bravely he extricated himſelf 
4:57 | | 


Some ſhort time before he departed 
om Morſhadabad, a flight rumour pre- 
led of the intended invaſion of the Ma- 
prattors ; to which no credit was given, 
ther by the uſurper or his brother. But 
igbt as the report was, it ought to have 


Perited their attention at a juncture when 


: was departing with all the ſtrength of 
e provinces to the moſt extreme part of 
Is 88 and as he muſt have 
nown, no enemy could enter the province 
Bengal, ſo as to cut off his communi- 
ation with his capital, but by the weſtern 
ls of Bierbobeen; prudence dictated that 
e ſhould have ſecured the fidelity of the 
ajans of, Bierbobeen and Biſnapore ; who 
ere alone capable of harraſſing and retard- 
g, if not of preventing the Mabarattor 
my from entering on that ſide. 


But (as if Fortune had purpoſed, that 
e neglect of this wiſe precaution ſhould 


e conducive to the higher exaltation of 
Ie character of this her favorite ſon) fo far 


Were 


(112) | 
were the brothers from adverting to M 
neceſſity of ſuch a ſecurity in their rear, th 
both theſe Rajahs had been highly inceniif 
by ſome acts of oppreſſion exerciſed towai 
them ſoon after Aliverdi's uſurpation of til 
government; and were readily diſpoſed, il 
place of obſtructing the enemy, to give tha 
a free entrance into the heart of Berg 
which they did without the leaſt oppoſition 
though in purſuing their reſentment, th 
entailed a long ſeries of heavy calamities u 
their unhappy country. 


We left Aliverdi Khan at Cuttach, in de 
aſtoniſhment at the news of this danger 
invaſion. Without diſcovering the leaſt ; 

rehenſion or alarm, he withdrew for tl 
ſpace of half an hour; in conſultation ai 
with Muſtapha Khan ; and then ordered 
people to prepare for marching. He qui 
ted Cruttack the ſame day; and by for! 
marches arrived near Burawan, the princip 
town of Burdomaan ; (within five days mad 
of the capital) two days after the Maburd 
tors took poſſeſſion of it. Here he intrenci 
ed himſelf; and was ſoon ſurrounded by tl 
enemy ; who though they had at lealt! 
ſuperiority of eight to one, had not d 
courage to attack him. 
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Bychar Pundit, however, ſent Aliverd!? 


letter ; explaining 'the nature of the 


owers he was inveſted with; demanding 


* three years arrears of the Chout; the 
treaſures of the two late Soubabhs; and 
that in future, an officer of their own 
* ſhould have a ſeat in every Cutcherry 
© throughout the provinces; to collect the 
fourth part of the cuſtoms, on their be- 
n Fe 5 


The uſurper received theſe terms with 


he higheſt indignation and impatience ; in- 
antly commanding the meſſenger to leave 
his camp, without deigning to fend any re- 
ly to them: and finding by the propoſitions 
ade to him, that there remained ſmall 
ope of effecting any accommodation with 
he Maharattor General; he determined to 
nake one vigorous effort, to break through 


Ihe enemy, and regain a communication 


with his brother. To this reſolution he 
vas ſtimulated, by obſerving an univerſal 


Panic amongſt his Bengal troops, many 
ff which deſerted him; by favour of the 


, 


ahi. 


In purſuance of this reſolution, he iſſued 
be neceſſary orders; omitting nothing that 
ould ſpeak the conſummate General; pro- 
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miſing moſt liberal rewards to thoſe wh 
maintained, in this exigency, the charatM 
of ſoldiers: and well judging that hi 
principal dependance reſted upon the P 
fans, he beſtowed the higheſt 'encomiunifi 
and promiſes on that body; by whom ki 
began to be loved and revered ; for bein 
themſelves brave, they admired thoſe in 
trepid qualities in Aliverdi, which ſo neatſ 
reſembled their own. 


All things being prepared, the uſurp 
directed that part of the trench to be level 
ed with the utmoſt filence, which looked if 
wards Cutwah, Then putting himſelf wit 
Muſtapha Khan at the head of the 5 
fans half an hour before day break, Ie 
marched out; and with amazing coura 
charged that part of the enemy that inte 
cepted his rout towards the laſt mentiond 
town. 


His rear being compoſed · entirely of f 
Bengal troops, (then eſteemed the wo 
ſoldiers of the Empire) was ſoon {ut 
rounded and put to flight; but the Pat 
exhibited a glorious effort: theſe led d 
(as before obſerved) by the S$oubab, an 
their gallant chief Muftapha ; and their it 
commanded by the brave Zeyndi * 


(16) 


they were again ſurrounded on all ſides ex- 


cept on that of the river; which Aliver4 
was informed was in one place fordable; : iſ 


circumſtance unſuſpected by the enemy. 


It was now univerſally believed that the 
uſurper muſt ſurrender himſelf, or be cut to 
pieces with the few that remained with 
| him. And indeed a report ran through the 
province that he was actually taken priſo- 
ner; but the actions of this handful cf 
men, in their retreat from Burdwan, had 
ſtruck ſuch terror and amazement into the 
whole Maharattor army; that they gazed 
upon them as ſo many enraged tygers in: 
net, without daring to approach the toil 
that encloſed them; and contented them- 
ſelves with the proſpect of ſtarving them to 
a ſurrender ; little dreaming that Alive 
would attempt fording the river, with peo- 
ple nearly exhauſted by continued labout 
and watching. 


The uſurper taking advantage of thi 
viſible panic in the enemy, and unwilling 
to let the triumphant ardour of his our 
ſoldiers cool; refolved to attempt the ret 
without further delay: and knowing there 
was a defilè leading from the village to the 
Fiver, through which the enemy might i. 

OY OR OY tercep! 
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liveru M&rcept his paſſage, he judged it neceſſary 
ble; 2 | ſecure it; thereby alſo to prevent his 
1. rar's being attacked before they could gain 
| We river, | | | 


1at the | = 
> Cut to The defence of this dangerous poſt was 
1 with Niven to My/apha Khan, ſupported by Feyn- 


gh the 
 prilo- 
ful of 
u, had 
ato the 
' gazed 


IS in 4 


W Amet Khan, and Faffier Khan with eighty 
let Patans; who immediately departed to 
ake poſſeſſion of the Dee As ſoon as 
hey were poſted, Muſtapha Khan diſpatched 
| meſſenger to the Soubah to adviſe him, 
de might attempt the river whenever hz 
leaſed. | 


16 toll 

them: Aliverd7 having previouſly made the ne- 
bem to feſſary diſpoſitions, put himſelf at the head 
Mliveri pf the Palans; and gave the ſignal for march- 
th peo- ng to the river; which they entered with- 
labout put moleſtation, preceded by well inſtructed 


zuides. 


of this As ſoon as the enemy perceived him in 
willing notion, they inſtantly attacked the Defile 
is Own ith great violence; hoping ſtill to circum- 
12 river {ſent him. — They at firſt ſeemed to deride 
g there and deſpiſe the ſmall number left for the 
to the Nlefence of it; but ſoon found their error, in 
ght in- Nepeated repulſes with heavy {laughter ; ſrom 
rercept this determined, though ſmall body of men: 


11 each 
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each of their leaders, on this momento 
occaſion, giving proofs of valour worthy te 
greateſt heroes of antiquity. By 


They maintained their poſt, for a ful 
hour, againſt reiterated attacks of fiel 
troops; without giving the leaſt way; and 
until they judged the Soubah had daft 
paſt the river. They then began to retreaſ 
by flow degrees through the Defile, wit. 
out turning their backs; and having gaine 
about the middle part of it *, advice ws 
brought to . Muſtapha Khan, that his nr 
was attacked by the enemy . This g. 
neral, without hefitating a moment, com- 
mitted the charge of his front to Jeyudt 
Amet Khan, and Jaſfier Khan': and order 
ing the forty men that compoſed his rear 
to-face about, he put himſelf at their head, 
forming two fronts to oppoſe the enemy; 
and ſending orders to Feyndee Amed to co: 
tinue his retreat, he bravely charged hi 
new antagoniſts, and forced them to fecit 
with much loſs. When the whole party 


* The Defilè was about eighty yards in length and 
ten wide. 

+ This event happened thus—a body of the 1 
harattors, about one thouſand-men, forced an entraics 
into the town, and had made a fruitleſs attack v9 
Aliverii's rear, as they paſſed the river, from which 
they were now returned. 


3 | 15 


by ( 
had cleared the Def, he commanded his 


nentoul 
thy ti men to form in one line on the ſhore, with 
their backs to the river; and making a feint 
[Eto give a general aſſault ; the enemy, as he 
a fili expected, was ſtruck with terror, and reti- 
f frei red many paces. Mu/tapha taking advantage 
y ; and of their diſtance, inſtantly commanded his 
I fafcl troops to face about and take the river; into 
o retteuſi which they plunged, and gained the oppoſite 
„ with. ſhore, with the loſs, on the whole, of only 


gained fifteen men. 


ice wi | 244 

his rex If we conſider the retreat of theſe Ve- 
This g. terans (from Burdwan to the oppoſite ſhore 
t, com-. ¶ of Cutwab river) in all its circumſtances ; 
Jeyndi it will appear as amazing an effort of human 
J order. bravery, as the Iriflory of any age or peo- 
his feu ple have chronicled ; and we think it me- 
ir head, i rits as much being recorded and tranſmitted 
enemy; to poſterity, as hat of the celebrated Atbe- 
to con. n general and hiſtorian. 


ged hi 
to retire 
10 party 


Muſtapha Khan, Teyndee Amet Khan, and 
faffier Khan were received by the Soubah, 
with all the marks of the higheſt affection 
and eſteem, He beſtowed great encomiums 
on the valour of Fafier Khan, who was 


ength and 


_— ever after diſtinguiſhed by his favour. He 
rack ua {#luted, and thanked by name, every one of 
2m wii the Patans, who fought under theſe com- 


* 14 manders 


id C120) 
manders at the memorable defence of the 
Defile : and having refreſhed his troops, pro- 
ceeded on his march to the capital, where 
he was received with altoniſhment and reve- 
rence. His firſt acts were, to preſent Mu. 
tapha Khan with ten lac of rupees ; and pro- 
portionably to reward the reſt of his brave 
defenders, | 
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Whilſt the uſurper was gaining everlaſt- 
ing renown as a ſoldier, his brother Hocer 
Hamet was employed in putting the city 
of Merſbadabad in a, poſture 6f defence, 
With extraordinary expedition he ſunk a 
ditch round it; formed a rampart and para- 
pet; and planted cannon in thoſe parts 
where the city was moſt open to the ene- 
mies attacks. Aliverdi reproaching him, 
„ with having abandoned him to the ene- 
* my; and with being ſolicitous only for 
5 his own ſafety; by negleCting to ſend a 
body of troops to favour his, retreat 
Hodjee replied, © that concluding (from the 
© number of the enemy, his ſorlorn ſitus— 
« tion, and the repeated reports of bis 
* being taken priſoner and killed) he ws 
* no more; he thought it more advilc- 
able to ſtrengthen the city, than to wet 
„ken the defence of it, by parting wit 
** any of the few forces he had been abt 
| 4 {9 
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the WG to raiſe for its preſervation.” And in 
pro- Nuth, Aliverdi found it in a much better ſtate 
phere WWF defence than he expected, 

reve- | 
Mu Before the uſurper had ſet out on his 
La cpedition for the reduction of Oriſſa, he 


gd ſent orders to his deputy governor of 
atna, to levy troops in the province of 


ed in Bengal, he was to the great mortifi- 
tion of his enterpriſing and military ge- 


f up in his capital ; and was employed in 
viding further for its ſecurity, 


The Mabarattors recovering from their 
pſternation and panic, and acquiring a 
ter knowledge of the river, paſſed it 


hpting to aſſault it. They detached parties 
o the environs; piundering and deſtroy- 
| wherever they came; they ſent ſome 
ies of horſe into the iſland of Cofimbuzar ; 


he W: | 

adviſe» on and cruelties: they fed their horſes 

to wer- cattle with mulberry plantations; and 
os with Nreby irreparably injured the ſilk manu- 


ute: in ſhort, after committing every 
hoſti e 


bar. But theſe forces being not yet ar- 


us, reduced to the neceflity of ſhutting him- 


th their whole force; advanced to Mor- 
dabad; and ſurrounded it without at- 


o committed there the moſt horrid deva- 


alas! this pleaſing proſpect had but a (bv 


tw) 

hoſlile act, which plenitude of pow; | 
cenſed without moleſtation ; they thought 
at length prudent to retire with their plus 
der; leſt the approaching rainy ſeaſon (whit 
{ets in, annually, about the middle of 7 
ſhould intercept their retreat. 


With this neceſſary precaution they qui 
ted the blockade of the city, and repaſl.d: 
Cutwah early in Fune, 1742, with all the 
immenſe plunder. 


From Cutwah, they penetrated throuz 
the Burdomaun country; detaching the 
parties into every diſtrict; til] amaſſi 
greater booty, and ſtriking univerſal tem 
ound them; ſometimes alarming event 
European ſettlements. The rains at leng 
ſetting in, about the middle of June, ge 
flattering hope that the land would foont 
delivered from theſe devouring locuſts. 5 


duration; they retired it is true; and benttit 
Tout towards the Brerboheen hills; irreſol 
whether they ſhould quit the provinces! 
tirely ; or only lodge themſelves in col 
nient quarters in that high country ; whe 
they would be ready to . commence 3" 


ſcene of deſtruction as ſoon as the k 
: 


5 J 
broke up (which they generally do about 
che latter end of September or the middle of 
Ofober.) 


ugh 
r Pill 
(Which SE | 

Jun It was by moſt believed that the enemy 
ad taken their departure for their own 
country; and it is certain they had formed 
hat reſolution: when on a ſudden, to the 
tter amazement of all, Bo/char Pundit iſ- 
ſued orders to march into Bengal; — ſo his 
il deftiny prompted him, that he might by 
his fall pay a ſacrifice for the cruel enormities 
Committed on all ranks, by thoſe under his 
ommand. | 


ey qui 
pafl.0 d 
all the 


| throvy! 


ing the 
ameſſa They returned about the latter end of 
r{al " july, and pitched their tents on the higheſt 
even ti 


parts of the Burdemaan country; and ſettled 


at len hemſelves there for the remainder of the 
une, 2 :iny ſeaſon. f 

11d fool! 

cuſts. Þ 3 | TE 

na On this event, a general face of ruin ſuc- 
4 bent eeded. Many of the inhabitants; weavers; 
ircelcld d huſbandmen fled. The Arungs were in 
_ H Seat degree deſerted; the lands untilled; 


nd the wretched fugitives who had eſcaped 


in col. tives 
ty; uh nothing but their wives and children, 
ence 31 nd whatever they could carry in their 
s the n nds, thought there was no ſafety for 


vm, until they arrived on the Eaſtern ſhore 


of 
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( 124 ) 
of the Ganges; to which they flocked ir 
ſhoals, without intermiſſion for many day; 
together. | 


The manufactures of the Arungs received 
ſo injurious a blow at this period, that they 
have ever ſince loſt their original purity and 
eſtimation ; and probably will never recover 
them again. But it is neceſſary we explain 
what influenced Boſchar Pundit, to take the 
extraordinary and unexpected ſtep above 

mentioned. Ebel 
\ 


There was an officer employed in the 
_ receipts of the revenues at Dacca, named 
AMhbir Huhbbeeb, who had embezzled a con- 
ſiderable ſum; and had otherways been 
guilty of mal-adminiſtration in the exccu- 
tion of his truſt. This man had been orde- 
red, ſoon after Aliverdi's ſeizing the govert- 
ment, to repair to the capital, and rende 
an account of the branch committed 
him. He was bold and enterpriſing; d 
folid judgment; minutely acquainted will 
the ſtate of the provinces and courſe and 
nature of the revenues. To draw his chr 
racter, in ſhort, we need only ſay, he un 
in political virtue the very counterpart d 
Hodjee Hamet : 


* 4 
(os 


22 
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| ( 5 ) 
IE Conſcious that his conduct at Dacca would 
Led in Wot bear the teſt of examination, he availed 
y deſ imſelf of the preſent juncture of confu- 
Won; and in place of repairing to the capi- 
al, he fled to Boſchar Pundit; and arrived 
1 his camp, at the veiy period when that 


eceivel 


at they NMfeneral reſolved to quit the provinces, and 
ity and WW torn to Srarab. 

recover e 

explain 


ake the His known character and abilities procu- 
above- ed him a ready and welcome reception; 
d his miſchievous talents made him a 

Wn gerous inſtrument in the hands of theſe 

in the W@vaders ; to accompliſh, in a manner, the 
named ter deſtruction of the country. He repre- 
a con- Mnted to Boſchar Pundit, That in the 
s been preſent ſtate of the provinces, he might 
excci· with facility and ſecurity afſume the go- 
en orde. vernment of the Soubahdaary himſelf ; 
over chat it would be inglorious for him fo re- 
rend treat cith the calf; when he could tage the 
itted tw £7 a/ſo ; that the rains would ſoon break 

ſing; up, and ſet his cavalry at lib: tty; and that 
ted wit he had no cauſe to apprehend the uſurper 
urle u would ever have any power or force capable 
his ch- of oppoſing them.“ Broſchar Pundit gree- 
he w bearkened to this pernicious advice; im- 
-rpact Acdiately changed his rout; and returned 
om Bierbobeen to Burdomaan, as before re- 

erked: and having fixed his head quarters 


: as 
(08 


they had been the natural ſovereigns of th 


During theſe tranſactions the uſurper io 


Cbundernagore, Hougly, and Cofſimbuza 


= 
at Burdwan, he ſent proper officers at H 
head of ſmall parties to collect the revenues 
every ſeat of cuſtom ; and this they did f 
ſome time with as much tranquillity, as j 


country. 


not idle. As ſoon as he had certain inte. 


ligence that the enemy had repaſſed the Cu{Wart 
Wab river, he quitted the city; and bein 

ſoon after re-inforced by the Patna lerumi T 
and the number of his Patans being encreati hol 
from the Northward, he formed his cd! 
in the neighbourhood of Mor/hadabad. the 
The Engliſh, French and Dutch, thought ¶ mi. 


neceſſary, during the rains, by various mean 
to fortify alſo, and add to the ſtrength « 
their ſeveral ſettlements, at Fort Willa 


though they were hitherto unmoleſted in the 
perſons, or property, by the enemy. 


Early in Oclober the enemy, by the a 
vice of Meir Hubbeeb, threw a ſtrong bi! 
of boats over the Cutwah river; the dt 
fence of which was given to him. By 
aſſiſtance alſo the enemy was now ſuppl 
with ſome ſmall cannon ; fire arms; and al 
munition. He conſtructed for the defen 


| ( 127 ) 
bis bridge two large boats; the one con- 
vous above; the other below the bridge, 
i the Plaſſey fide. On theſe he threw plat- 
rms, on which he planted a few carriage 
eces; forming effectual barricadoes with 
op holes; for the ſecurity of his own people, 
well as for the annoyance of the uſurper's 
oops, in caſe they ſhould prove hardy 
ough to attack the bridge; for the defence 
which he embarked with him the beſt 
arkſmen he could ſelect.— 
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This diſpoſition being completed the 
hole of the Mabarattor army croſſed over, 
d began their incurſions to different parts 
the iſland, wherever the waters would 
Imit their marching : ſometimes ſhowing 
emſelves in ſtrong bodies round the uſur- 
rs camp; and infulting him with oppro- 
Tous language, without daring to attack 
m. | | 


The latter end of Ocrober, the rains broke 
; the waters decreaſed hourly; and the 
ads ſoon became paſſable every where. It 
s now the enemy thought it adviſeable 
recall their detached parties, and unite 
eir whole force; which they drew up be- 
ten the uſurper's camp and Plaſſey grove, 
ure of a retreat to their bridge, Here 

tuey 


C (2) 
they halted three days; and reported thi 
would wait there and give the uſurpe 


battle. 


Aliverdi, elated at this report, took th 
field, and advanced towards the enemy ; nd 
doubting but that if he could once big 
them to a general engagement, it woul 
prove deciſive in his favor.——His wh 
force amounted to about forty=eight thou 
ſand men; of whom barely twenty thouſan 
were: horſe. Whereas the enemy's fort 
was wholly compoſed of cavalry; an a 
vantage they had the wiſdom fully to aw 
themſelves of, by the ſagacious counſel « 
 Mhir Hubbeeb ; through the courſe of thi 
deſtructive and long conteſt. _ 


As the uſurper advanced, they retreat 
towards the bridge, which they now reſal 
ed to repaſs. This they could not eff 
without their rear's being warmly attach 
and harraſſed by Aliverdi; who, for ti 
purpoſe, advanced with a choſen body WF—- 
horſe, ſome hours before the main body en 
his army, 


The enemy had gained the bridge, ant 
afſed over three fourths of their army; xi 


Aliverdi made a furious aſſault upon ell w 
N | remaind bus 


the 


ur pe 


Fe 1 
kmainder, and threw them into confuſion: 
dat notwithſtanding a heavy ſlaughter made 


mongſt them, the greateſt part of them 
covered the bridge; and Aliverdi was ob- 


oed to diaw off his people (who began 
p be ſeverely galled by the fire from Mis 
Habbeeb's floating machine) and retire out 
f the reach of the ſhot, where he ſtayed 
ntil his heavy cannon was brought up to 
im. 


Had Mbhir Hulibecb, in obedience to Boſe 
har Pundit's orders, drawn off his party, 
d deſtroyed the bridge, as ſoon as the 
er of the Maharat/or army paſt it; and 


liverd{ retired; he would have gained 


eat reputation in the action. But not ſuſ- 


ting that the uſurper's cannon could poſ- 
ly be ſa near, as it really was; he was ſo 
has to remain on his poſt, until Aliverdi 
ad, with aſtoniſhing expedition, open- 
| a battery of three ſix pounders upon 
——Mhbir Hubbeeb ſtood one diſcharge 
om the battery ; and now perceiving his 
ror, attempted to eſcape with his party: 
t Aiverdi had poſted a body of horſe fo 
wantageouſly, that immediately upon the 
charge from his battery, they fell in pell 
el with the enemy on the bridge; and a 
nous engagement enſued: in which Mhzr 

Hutbecd's 
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( 139 ) 
Hubbeeb's party, three excepted, was cut 9 
pieces. Himſelf and thoſe three gained th 
Cutwah ſhore; and by the advantage of: 
fleet horſe that waited for him, he eſcape; 
to the Mabarattor army. A melanchoh 


event. cloſed the action: Aliverdi's troop 


crouding, in too great numbers, upon tle 
bridge; it failed under them; and a thoufan 
brave fellows perithed in the river. 


The uſurper repaired the bridge with al 
poſſible diligence, and croſſed over his troq 
and artillery in purſuit of the enemy; wh 
artfully eluded every attempt he made t 
bring them to a general action. Thus,) 
continual marches and counter marcha 
his troops, particularly his foot, were a 
moſt exhauſted by fatigue : whilſt the Malt 
ratlors, in detached parties, ranged the pi 
vinces at large; collecting the revenues with 
out the leaſt interruption : the uſurper n0 
daring to divide his army further than 
inforcing-the garriſon of Bukchs Bunaer 0 


the Ganges, with 500 horſe, and 10009 


men; under the command of Sera Ma 
homet. | | 


Aliverd;, touched with deep chagrin 
ſeeing his ſo lately uſurped dominion 
prey to his enemies, without being abt 

| probe 


( 


brotect them, or bring the Mabarattors to 


ith Boſchar Pundit. But that General was 


of o elated with ſucceſs, that he now added, 


apel 
hoh 


00g 


. to thoſe already offered at Burdwar, 
2. that the uſurper ſhould alſo reſtore 
he Soubahthip to Souajab Khan's family; 
and reſign the government he had ſo 
© wickedly uſurped to Suffraaz Khan's el- 
deſt fon.” Mhbir Hubbeeb, who knew that 


ny treaty of peace would be fatal to him- 


h al 


wha 
de l 
s, h 
che 


he way; which ht foreſaw would render 
he treaty of none effect: and to carry this 
oint, he inſinuated to Boſchar Pundit, 
that unleſs this article was inſiſted on, 
the moſt eſſential and poſitive part of the 
' Emperor's orders would appear totally. 
'neglefted ; and wiſhed him, with great 
' humility, to reflect how he would anſwer 
this neglect to his maſter, the King of 
Httarab.“ 


with 
r nd 
n fe 
er 0 


This nit article produced the ef- 
ect that Mhir Hubbeeb expected; for it 


eſentment and diſdain; and hoſtilities were 
mediately commenced again on both ſides. 
Scveral ſkirmiſhes happened between 

| K 2 them, 


Tin 
ons 
ble 
rote 


ay deciſive action; at laſt reſolved to treat 


t the inſtigation of 22 Hubbeeb, a new 


If, artfully threw this ſtumbling block in 


as refuſed by the brothers, with marks of 


— . — 
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5 „ 
them, in which the uſurper's horſe alway 
gained ſome advantage; but theſe produce 
nothing deciſive. : | 


Hodjee Hamet, who never ſuffered any 
ſcruples of conſcience to oppoſe the foule| 
means to accomplith his views ; in a privat 
letter ſent to his brother, urged the neceſſity, 
in their preſent ſituation, of attempting thi 
by treachery, which they had failed in ob. 


| taining by every other means. Ali Þ 


who ſaw the hazardous and neceſſitous poſ 
ture of their affairs, as well as his brother 
did not long oppoſe the motion. Hog 
formed the plan; and it was executed it 
manner following. 


A treaty was ſet on foot by Aliverdi, who, 
under pretence of making it more conclufir 
and leſs liable to interruptions, propoſed 1 
conference with Boſchar Pundit. The oer. 
ture was accepted by that General; contray 
to the opinion of Mhir Hubbeeb and the 1 
of his principal officers. 


It was agreed that a ſpacious tent ſhoul 


be prepared and erected by the uſurper, mi 


way between the two armies, where the chieß 


were to meet on a certain day and hour 


attended each with eighty followers only 
| and 


3 . 5 
ad that in the mean time hoſtilities on both 
Iades ſhould ceaſe. | 


The appointed time being come, and all 
hings prepared for the reception of the 
kiefs ; they adyanced with the ſtipulated 
umber of followers, conſiſting on both ſides 

principal officers. When they approached 
ear the tent, Aliuerdi entered firſt, and was 

lowed by Bo/char Pundit, without the leaſt 


ſpicion of treachery. | 


The uſual ſalutations and ceremonials be- 
Jo over, and both parties ſeated ; on a ſignal 
ven, two hundred ſele& men who had 
en concealed by Aliverdi between a dou- 
le lining of the tent, ſuddenly ruſhed out; 
d cut the Maharattor General and his party 
pieces, before they were able to draw their 
ymiters; two or three only eſcaping in the 
dntufion. 


At the ſame inſtant a ſignal was diſplay- 
from the tent (before agreed on) for the 
tedy advance of the uſurper's army: this 
ing obſerved by the Mabarattor army, 

alſo began to be in motion, not know- 
gas yet what had happened. But being not 
g after joined by thoſe who had eſcaped 

laughter, and informed of the fate of 
— * 4 their 


- r 
their general and officers, they breathed ns 
thing but fury and revenge. 


In the firſt tranſports of their rage the 
advanced, and ſeemed reſolved to avenge the 
treachery ; by giving immediate battle to the 
uſurper. But here, the wiſdom and addref 
of Mbir Hubbeeb interpoſed : he repreſont 
ed to them, © that the only means to fru 
** trate the great object the uſurper had i 
e view by this treacherous aſlaſlination, 
* was, to avoid coming to a general acta 
« with him.” His arguments gained for 
and influence from the diſtracted ſtate of tix 
army; which was now under no head « 
any regular command: and obſerving tit 
uſurper advancing towards them in fil 
march, they ſuddenly retired ; to his gte 
mortification-and diſappointment. 


As ſoon as the diſorder in the Mabard 
tor army ſubſided, they elected unanimoul 
Allee Bey for their General; an officer th 
held the next rank to Boſchar Pundit; u 
who bote a conſiderable degree of reput 
tion amongſt them. And now their condi 
fecmed to ſhew that they had reſolve 
execute that vengeance on the diftrel 
country and inhabitants; which they co 
not execute on the uſurper himſc!t, 


( 


(138-1 
is 115 they planted ſmall parties of ob- 
Kation about the ſkirts of his army to 
| pon his motions; and appointing Nagur, 
ine capital of Bier hoben, for their general 
endezvous, they divided their army, and 
arried fire and ſword in all their different 
outs. They detached a ſtrong body to 
ukchs Bunder, which they attacked; os; 
nd plundered : perpetrating every where 
he moſt execrable cruelties that revenge 
nd inhumanity could dictate; cutting off 
he ears, noſes, and hands, of any of the 
habitants whom they ſuſp:&ted of con- 
ealing their wealth, or valuable move- 
bles; ſometimes carrying their barbarity ſo 
ar, as cutting off the breaſts of women, on 


e ſame pretence ; neither ſex nor age pro- 
ing any ſecurity againſt theſe enraged bar- 
ﬀarians, | 


During theſe horrid an of deſolation, 
he uſurper left no ſtratagems uneſſayed to 
ring the enemy to a battle; but all his 
deavours proved ineffectual. He was in 
ontinual chace of them from the beginning 
December 1742, to the end of February 
742-3; and at length, with —— 
very and perſeverance, he obliged their i© 
pair to their general rendezvous ; and 
tire out of the provinces over the Bie 


of their expedition leaving many of- thei 
verdi, who had been taken priſoners in di. 
an officer of diſtinction, character, and au- 


again have occaſion to make mention. 
and form ſome hopes of receſs, and eaſe t 


ed by advices from Oriſſa, that another army 
of Maharattors had entered the province 


ſhortly after received intelligence by er 


| the orders before given to Boſchar Pundit, 


(136) 
been hills; a whence they ſoon took thei 
departure for Sittarab, to render an account 


brethren behind them in the hands of 4 Alt e 


ferent actions. Amongſt the priſoners, wa 


thority, named Seſſaromu, of whom we (hal 


The uſurper had. hardly time to breath 


himſelf ; and tranquillity to his harraſſed and eee 
deſolate country; when he. was again alarm-Mihoit 


by the way of Cuttack, commanded by 
Ragojee : and to compleat his diſtreſs, and 
put his fortitude to the utmoſt proof, he 


preſs from Hodjee, that a third army 0 
Malarattors had entered by the fide « 
Patna commanded by Balloons, and had 
already penetrated within a day or two 
march of Sic/ygully. Theſe Generals ki} 
each an army of 60, ooo horſe ; the firſt hid 
been diſpatched from Sittarah, to enforce 


and to ſupport him in the execution 


them: the latter, marched out later * 
(1 


- 


( 137 ) 

e fame city with inſtructions to join Ra- 
Joe, and avenge the murder of Behar 
Pundit; of which, advice had been received 
It Sittarah, by expreſſes ſent from Brerbo- 
en immediately after that event. 


The uſurper thus beſet, and apprehenſive 
f being hemmed in by the two armies, and 
Won cut off from his capital; directed his 
arch with the utmoſt celerity to Cutwab 
Sridge ; which he gained; paſſed over his 
hole army; deſtroyed the bridge; and pro- 
eeded to his capital; with a mind greatly 
gitated and oppreſſed, by the reflection of 
deing again forced to abandon his country 
o mercileſs enemies, whom he was not 
ble to oppoſe with troops, enfeebled by 
ontinual labour and hardſhips. 
| The reader may remember of how great 
Importance he paſs of Siclygully might have 
deen to the unfortunate Suffraaz Khan, had 
been properly put in a ſtate of defence. 
The uſurper well knew its conſequence ; 
nd therefore, ſoon after his poſſeſſing him- 
lt of the Soubahſhip, he ſtationed there 
truſty officer with proved troops, and three 
ices of cannon——depending that a vigo- 
ous ſtand would there be made againſt the 
ders on the ſide of Patna; and their 
| en- 


tered by Bierbobeen; as Boſchar Pundit hat 


ſhbould they attempt it, that by fo long: b 


improperly) known by the n:me of Bu 


by his attempting to force the paſs of Sich. 


( 135 ) a 
entrance into Bengal at leaſt retarded, if tu 
fajs was as well defended as it was capabt | 
of: not ſuſpecting that there was a poſi-W 
bility of their obtaining an inlet by auf 
other paſſage, unleſs they marched far 1 
the Weſtward by the Pachet road, and en- 


done the preceding year; flattering himſclf 


march they would not be able to reach the 
province before the annual rains ſet in: bu 


herein his foreſight failed him. 
| Ballajee Row, more commonly (thoug! 


leroꝛo, on his arrival in the neighbourhcad 
of Boglypore, received intel igence from 
thoſe who had joined him, and were de- 
clared enemies of the uſurper's houſe, tha 


gully he would hazard the loſs of a mul 
tude of his men; and probably in the cn 
be obliged to relinquiſh the deſign with di- 
grace to his arms. The Pachet road ws 
propoſed, but he declined hearkening to l 
urging * that thereby he ſhould loſe b. 
« harveſt of plunder for that year; al 


c which would be appropriated by bi bru 
&« friend Ragojee to fatten himſelf and 4 
01 


** lowers ; Whilſt be and his people W ” and 
F | . "WM 


| „„ 

ab be left to farve on the Pagjee (paltry) 
oft 
any 
Ir to 
| en: 


3 contributions, he had been able to raiſe in 


| Whilſt he was under this difficulty, the 
11 vi! genius of the uſurper (and of unhappy 
F jj Bengal) dictated a meaſure, that extricated 
cl im out of it without danger to himſelf or 
* Wollowers. He ſent for ſome of the pett 
| * Rajahs from the neighbouring Co/gong hills; 
2 End queſtioning them concerning a paſlage 
through the hills to Bengal, he offered them 
& large reward if any of them would ſup- 
ly him with guides to anſwer that purpoſe. 
The Rajahs, to a man, were well enough 
diſpoſed to comply with his wiſhes ; for the 
luſurper's treacherous conduct, during the 
ficſt fix years of his government of Bahar, 
had rendered his name as hateful as dread- 
ful to them all: yet none of them had 
knowledge enough of the three ranges of 
mountains that ſeparated Bahar from Ben- 
gal, to engage in ſo hazardous an under- 


taking. 


The enquiry and reward being, however, 
bruited abroad, it came to the ears of an 
old peaſant an inhabitant of Colgong hills. 
This man came to the Mabarattor camp, 
and deſired to be introduced to the preſence 

| ar 


4 


©, BY 
of the General; which having obtained, he 
boldly -undertook, on the forfeiture of hi 
head, to guide his army through ſecret paſ 
ſes into Bengal, for a reward of one Lac d 
Rupees, paid down to his family, 


The General taking two of the Rajah 
aſide, to whom the peaſant was known ; and 
enquiring of them touching the character 
of the man ; and what degree of credit might 
be given to his veracity and knowledge; he 
received ſuch encouragement that he no 
longer doubted; and accordingly paid down 
the money, and iſſued his orders for march. 
ing the next day. | 


The guide, with faithfulneſs and dexteri- 
ty, led the whole Mabaratrior army; at firlt 
Weſtward, a point or two Southerly ; unti 
he found a paſs, which he ſought for about 
the center of the range of the Colgong bills 
This paſs being found, it was his marc for 
the remainder of the expedition ; and he 
carried them through it by very practicablc 
roads with much facility, until the mouth 
of it opened upon the level country between 
the Colgong and Telliagurry hills. From 
hence his courſe was due South, which lc 
to the ſecond paſs through the laſt-me!- 
tioned, bills : this paſs he accompliſhcd - 

5 equi 


| (3 
equal caſe; and from hence for two days 
Wc croſſed the level country, that lies be- 
cen the Telliagurry and Rajambol moun- 
Wins; ſhaping his courſe about South-Eaſt : 
at night he told the General he muſt halt 
until the morning ſun*appeared,——-In the 
morning he led them due South; and in 
he evening of the ſame day entered a paſs 
which guided them through the Rajambol 
ountains; and landed (if we may be al- 
lowed the expreſſion) the whole army, with- 
ut the loſs. either of man or horſe, in Ben- 
gel; on the plains, Weſt of the city of Ra- 
ambol, at a little town called Banian Gang. 
Having performed his obligation in ſix days, 
om leaving Bogulpore (more commonly by 
he Engliſh called Boglypore) through ways 
ntil this period deemed totally impaſſible; 
e was farther rewarded with handſome pre- 
ents by Ballajee Row, and departed to his 
ome : his name was Sittaram Roy; a Gentoo 
df the Raazpoot tribe, —Ballajee Row reach- 
d Banian Gang the 13th of March, Anno 


1742-3. 


The uſurper, who had received expreſs 
ntelligence , of Ballajee Row's departure 
om Bogultore, and of the march of his 
my Weſtward ; did not entertain the leaſt 
loubt but he was gone round the moun- 

| tai ns. 


r 

tains to enter Bengal by the Pachet or Bis. 
bobeen; and was ſo much convinced of i, 
that he began to prepare again for takin 
the field; projecting that he might be abt 
to bring the other army under Rageyee to u 
engagement, and defeat him before he coul 
poſſibly be joined by Ballajce Row : but he 
had hardly formed this reſolution, when hx 
Was adviſed by a courier, from his Goverag 

of Rajamheol, « That Ballajee Row had © 
« tered Bengal by paſſes through the mou. 
„ tains, and was by that time, he believed 
joined with Ragojee.” 


This intelligence ſhocked the uſurper! 
preſent hopes, but not his courage and co. 
ſtancy: he laid aſide the project of repaſiny 
the Cutwah river but determined not i 
coop himſelf up again in his capital; fer th 

fence of which having made every nect 
ſary proviſion, he formed a ſtrong camp nd 
far from the city; preſerving a ready con 
munication with it. ED 


The two Mabarattor Generals met | 
the Burdomaan country, the 17th Mari 
1742-3; and after à private conference, t 
following agreement was publiſhed, © tha 
© an equal partition of the revenues 4 


« plunder ſhould bs made between the i 
| | arme 
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armies, Who nevertheleſs were to act 
diſtinctly under their reſpective Generals 
and officers.” They then ſettled the dif- 
rent routs of their detached ſmall parties, 
nd took intire poſſeſſion of the country. 
hen uniting the main bodies of their ar- 
ies, they marched, to Cutwab ; conſtruct- 
q a new bridge; and paſſed over with their 
hole force. Here they again ſeparated, 
nd renewed the depredations every where, 


hat Boſebar Pundit had begun the preced- 
g year. ä | 


During theſe tranſactions, the uſurper 
ept himſelf within his entrenchments ; yet 
je was not idle. Convinced he could not 
ppoſe them by force, he had nothing left 
ut to combat them with fraud and ſtrata- 
em ; weapons which he was as great a maſ- 
er of, as of arms. His firſt movement was, 
acquire a minute knowledge of the tem- 
er, genius, Capacity, and characters of the 
Wo leaders of the enemy; and how the 
lected each other. In all theſe particulars 
e obtained perfect ſatisfaction, by the 
heans of his priſoner Sef/arow before men- 
ned; whom he had diſtinguiſhed by every 
nark of favor and reſpect from the time he 
it fell into his hands; foreſeeing he might 
e of future uſe to him: and from the arrival 


5 of 


mn) 
of the two armies he had redoubled his ar 
reſſes; and of an enemy, had made him rn 
falt friend. Dy | 


Divide and conquer, was one of the uſu: 
per's favorite maxims in politics, as, well x 
war, By the lights he had received frog 
Sefſarow, he rightly judged the minds « 
the enemies Generals were fitly . diſpoſed i 
take the impreſſion he intended to ſtamp u 
them he learnt that Ballajee Row, wi 
hot; inſolent; and withal avaritious to a 
extreme degree: that Ragojee was the bu m 
veſt ſoldier, but irritated and jealous at Bu 
lajee Row's being ſent equal in command 
with him, as he bore a ſuperior rank to th 
other. And more to flatter the uſurper ror 
artful views, he was informed that alread 


there ſubſiſted ſome miſunderſtandings be ne 
tween- them and their reſpective troop par. 
touching ſuſpicions of an unjuſt diviſion 0 

their plunder on both ſides. | Se; 


With theſe materials he began to work 
laboring to enlarge a breach that was 5 
yet wide enough for an attack, His ple 
was ; by every means to promote the groW! 
of thoſe ſeeds of diviſion and jealouſy whi 
had already taken root amongſt them: | 


this end, he directed ſome capable - 
Ty ark 


1 2 
ries (fully inſtructed) to deſert to both 
mies; theſe executed his purpoſes fo well, 
hat they produced the effect he wiſhed : 
hey pre poſſeſſed the enemy againſt them- 
res; Who. accuſed each other of illicit 
ractices in the diviſion both of the revenues 
nd plunder; and the ſpies were ſo well 
repared, that they produced proofs and 
ouchers of many inſtances of what they in- 
nuated (on both ſides) that would not ad- 
nit of contradiction. This occaſioned mus 
ual heats and animoſities between the two“ 
mies, and an open rupture ſoon followed ; 
ach reſolving to act in future on a ſeparate 
nd independant footing. The uſurper ſeized 
his favorable occaſion ; and knowing Sez/- 
ow had an influence over Ballajee Row, 
to whom he was related) he employed him 
d negociate, in the moſt ſecret manner, a 
parate treaty of peace with that General. 


S:ſarow exerted his power with ſuch ſue- 

ls, that he ſoon diſpoſed his relation to 
ceive favorable impreſſions of the uſurper, 
dd readily to hearken to a peace with him. 
0 this he was the more eaſily induced, as 
ereby he indulged his ruling paſſion in the 
opes of making his own advantage of the 
Hurper, without the participation of his 
nal Ragojee, | 
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The preliminaries of this treaty wen 
oon adjuſted, the uſurper was to ce 
e to Ballajee Rew alone, the Chout of tuo 
e years revenues; and Ballajee Row engagel 
<« on his part, to join the Uſurper with thi 
& force, and aſſiſt him in driving Rag 
e and his army out of the provinces,” | 
was further agreed, that to keep up the 3 
pearance of enmity and deceive Ragyz; 
Ballajee Row's army ſhould advance neam 
to the Uſurper's camp,—and make a ſhe 
of attacking it: this movement was 10 
only made to amuſe Ragejee, but alſo to fr 
cilitate a perſonal conference between th 
Uſurper and the General; which was t 
take place on the thirtieth of March 1793 
near Plaſſey. 


On the twenty-ninth of March, the uſur 
per quitted his camp, and directed his mar 
towards Plaſſey. He was not far advance 

before his ſpies brought him intelligence, th 
Ragojee's army was in motion, as well! 
Ballajee Row's : this raiſed a ſuſpicion in Al 
verdi, that the treaty was only aſſented i 
to amuſe him, and draw him out of | 

camp: therefore he immediately retired hl 
It again; and the treaty was retarded uy 
the motions of the two armies were cxplail 
ed to him. | 


(6147) 

Seflarow, deeply chagrined at ſuſpicions 
Wrhich reflected on his own finceriry, enga- 
ed on the forfeiture of his head for 7hat 
ff his couſin ; which engagement being ſup- 
ported by a ſolemn oath (the Ganges) on 
Je part of Ballajee Row, Aliverdi's doubts 
ubſided; the treaty was reſumed; and the 
onference appointed on the third of Apris: 
dut the place of meeting was changed to 
idway between Plaſſey and Burwah; a few 
les nearer his camp and capital“. 


On the ſecond of April, the uſurper again 
quitted his camp, and began his march; 
aving draughted off a ſelect body of 10, 0 
borſe; commanded by Mustapha Kban; 
that moved on his flank, to be an occaſional 
beck on Raggzee. 


On the third, the chiefs met at the appoint- 
d place, in a tent (previouſly examined by 
leputies from both parties) about two corſe 
liſtant from each of their armics. — 
he condition openly infiſted upon by the 
Mabarattor was, © that twenty-five lac of 


The cauſe that gave riſe to A'iverdi's ſuſpicions, 
vas this.—— Ragojee having heard that Ba/lajee Rotu 


eended to attack Alivery,'s camp, and judging the 


ity would fall a prey to him if he ſucceeded, he put his - 
any in motion, that he might be near at hand, to 
ume in for a ſhare of the plunder. | 


L 2 *© rupees; 


( 148 ) | 
« rupees, for two years Chout of the rey. 
* nues, ſhould be paid down in gold: — 
to this the Uſurper replied, © that howſ 
ce ever unreaſonable the demand was, con: 
« fidering they . themſelves had colleQ 
« the whole of the revenues and cuſtom 
ce for the laſt two years; yet, he wobl 
« not make any objection, provided tha 
* Ragojee could be brought to ſign the 
* treaty; otherwiſe he could not ſubmit 
e to it:“ This unexpected propoſal vn 
highly diſguſtful to Ballajee Row, and hai 
well nigh broke off the treaty ; but by tix 
interpoſition of Sefſarow, he was at l 
| prevailed on to ſend the overture to Regs 
jee; but not until he had been made «ah 
by the promiſe of a private gratuity for 
himſelf. 


Raggee immediately. returned for anſwe, 
that he would hearken to no terms of ac: 
% commodation, unleſs the payment of the 
« Chout in perpetuity, was eſtabliſhed to 
« them; as a preliminary article for treat 
ing at all *.” : 


* 


When the meſſenger returned with thi 
laconic reply, the treaty ſeemed for ſont 


® This preliminary was dictated to him by I 
Hutb:eb, who joined Ragojce as ſoon as he entered g 
Province of Bengal. 


time 


( 749 ) 
Ine ſuſpended,—However, by the addreſs 
Wd mediation of Sefſarow, a ſeparate peace 
as at laſt concluded with Ballajee Row, on 
be following terms“ That the Uſurper 
ſhall pay down two years Chout, eſtimat- 
ed at twenty-two lac of rupees in gold; 
and that Ba/lajee Row ſhould either ſatisfy 
Ragojee, or join the Uſurper to drive 
lim out of the country,” To the per- 
rmance of which they both ſolemnly en- 
ged themſelves by the moſt obligatory 
ths; this done, and mutual compliments 
d preſents made, they parted. 


The Uſurper with great punctuality per- 
rmed his part of the treaty in two days; 
d Ballajee Row ſo far regarded it, that he 
ew oft his army; repaſſed Cutwab river; 
d retired to Burdomaan, followed by Ra- 
e; who thought himſelf no match for 
: Ulurper on equal terms. 


Ballajee Row recalled all his detached 
ues; and making a dividend amongſt his 
ops of part of the Uſurper's contribution, 
cording to their different ranks, he quitted 
gall; and marched by way of Bierboheen 
dtarab ; leaving (in breach of his ſo- 


un oath) Ragojee to make the beſt terms 
could for himſelf. 
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He ſent Mbir Hubbeeb, with the title a 


he was employed all the remaining parti 


ting in earlier than uſual this year, and t 


(190) 

This General made' the moſt of his time 
and immediately took poſſeſſion of tho | 
parts of the country, which had been lade 
evacuated by Ballajee Row's flying par 


authority of General, to take poſſeſſion u 
Oriſſa; who accordingly ſeated himſelf 
Cuttack, where he ruled as ſovereign of th 
province. BE ac i 


The Uſurper, called upon by the unim 
ſal clamour of the people, and diſtreſt 
of his country, once more quitted his d 
pital, croffed over Cutwab river; and ms 
ched in purſuit of Ragojee: in which cha 


April, and until the middle of May; with 
being able, by any art or ſtratagem, to bi 
him to a general action. And the rains ſe 


roads becoming impaſſable, both armi 
were obliged to go into quarters, about i 
twentieth of May. At the cloſe of tl 
campaign the enemy remained in quiet po 
ſeſſion of Oriſſa; and of all the country 
the Weſtern thoze of the Hougley 11 
from Ballaſore, to within a few miles 
Tanna's Fort, near the Engliſh ſettlemet 
Fort William x. 

* ¶uiverdi retired with his army to Morſpadabuc, 


Rag:jee with his main body to Beirboon during 1 rai 
5 N . oul 


(151) 
Though the treaty of peace with Balla- 
2 Row anſwered a preſent purpoſe, and re- 


late danger which threatened himſelf, his 
apital and family ; yet it afforded no relief 


the provinces. The partial execution of 


elf 0 


e could not be much ſurpriſed at; as him- 


elf had ſet them an example of perfidy and 
reachery. do Be 


vas felt by this unhappy country in the 


anced ; trade; foreign and inland, laboring 
nder every diſadvantage and oppreſſion: 

and although during the receſſes of the 
nemy, from June to October, the manu- 
factures of this opulent kingdom raiſed 
heir drooping heads, yet the duration of 


ut i 
Ff th 


et pd 


hat every ſpecies of cloth at the 4rungs 
ated ; though immenſely raiſed in its price; 


at all the foreign markets; particularly at 
ent the Weſtern ports of Juddab, Mocha, and 
Buſorah, 


L 4 


Wicved the Uſurper from the more imme- 


he treaty on the part of the Maburator, 


Every evil attending deſtructive war, 


oſt eminent degree. A ſcarcity of grain 
all parts; the wages of labor greatly en- 


heir reprieves from danger was fo fhort, 
vas haſtily, and conſequently badly fabri- 


and from theſe cauſes came into diſrepute | 


(152 ) 

The trade of the Europeans became greaty 
embarraſſed and injured their effects were 
often plundered. by the enemy; and thel 
grievances were much heightened by opprel. 
ſive exactions of the Uſurper. But in thi 
they were not ſingular; for the whole of the 
people who ſtill remained within the reach 
of his graſp, ſuffered equally in this reſpet; 
even Juggaat  Seet's houſe, which ſo emi 
nently promoted his uſurpation, was often 
fleeced ; to the malicious joy of all, who 


were friends to Sou7eb Khon's family. 


For theſe oppreſſive meaſures the Uſurpe 
had nothing to plead. in extenuation, but 
the neceſſities of bis ſituation ; and in truth 
had he not been the ungrateful traytor he 
was, they were ſuch, as would have merited 
the deepeſt commiſeration: for although by 
his uſurpation he became poſſeſſed of the 
treaſures of the three laſt Soubahs, yet { 
immenſe were his continual .expences and 
diſburſements, that little of them remained; 
it being pretty well known, that he, notwitl 
ſtanding what has been ſaid of the treat 
with Ballajee Rew, did not buy the abſcnce 
and retreat of that General, for a ſum {cl 
than five torore of rupees* ; although thi 
twenty-two-lac, for two years Chout only 
were ſpeciouſly publiſhed to the world; t 


* Five Millian Sterling, 
ayy 


(163) EE: 
hve the credit of the Uſurper, and to afford 
n opportunity to the Mabarattor of ſecreting 

om his followers all above that ſum ; which 
c appropriated to his own uſe; beſides the 
jon's ſhare of the twenty-two lac: therefore 
e was well enabled at his departure to pre- 


nt to Jeynd? Amet Khan, Hogjee's ſecond 
on, a fingle compleat dreſs (for Seerpah) 


alued at two lac of rupees. - 


In Offober 1743, the next campaign 


pened; when the Uſurper again took the 


ad: and Ragojee deſcending from the 
eghts of Bzerboheen, aſſembled his forces 
out . Burdwan.—The ſucceeding months 
chibited the ſame ſcenes of marches, coun- 
marches, retreats and ſkirmiſhes, with va- 
dus ſucceſs ; but with uniform miſery to the 
ople ; who now for the firſt time, began to 


: plundered, and cruelly treated; as well 


the detached parties of the Uſurper, as 

the enemy : the former aſſuming the 
els and accoutrements of the Maharat- 
5, to cover and conceal their villanies. 


In March 1744, theſe invaders entered 
e provinces in freſh ſhoals, by Cuttack, 
erbobeen and Patna, excited by the im- 
nſe booty carried off by their brethren, 
etwo preceding years—and thus this mi- 
8 . ſerable 


' Anno 
1743-4» 


| =  » 

ſerable country fell. annually a prey to the 
depredations of the Maharattcrs, unde 
various leaders, for the fix ſucceeding year, 
receiving, no effectual check, but from th 
ſucceſſion of the uſual rainy ſeaſons. Duriny 
theſe intermediate ſpaces the country wa 
left to fatten, that it might again be wort 
devouring. In the mean while, the Uſu: 
per ſuſtained himſelf with amazing con 
ſtancy, intrepidity and addreſs ; though ofta 
reduced to the deepeſt diſtreſſes; paris of hs 
capital being frequently attacked and plum 
dered. | | 5 3 


In the latter part of the year 1744, by i 
defatigable and ſudden marches he attacked 
and beat up all thequarters of the enemy; a 
obliged them toretire much ſooner than uſu: 
Ori only remaining in their poſſeſſion 
early in December 1744, he marched to ti 
prongs: where with expedition hardly | 
be conceived, he retook Cuttack, and 
covered the province; obliging the enen 
to retreat to the hills. Then leaving ford 
for the defence of it, he returned, and: 
rived at the capital, the beginning of f 
bruary 1744-5 ; crowned with laurels; a 
received with wonder, Here, revolviqg 
his mind the confuſion of affairs in 0 
province of Bahar and city of Patns; 


— — 


F 
| 5 
| = 
i 
U 1 
1 ; 
* 
. 
I / \ 
Fr y 
. 
{ . 
i 'F 17 if 
. . - 
43.6743 
þ 14 
1 : & i 
* i 17 
1 '8'Þ 
[i * 
n . 
119 1 
1. 
* | 
4 $48 
= 
+4: 14 
1 
1 a . 
11 1 
17 1 
: [| 
1 
[ 1 
F 10 
$1 10:08 
4 | ö 
} 
. 
1 14 - 
! 1 
11 { - 
. 
{ in F A 
. U 1 
j 1% 
U * 
j if | 
il 5 
: 3-4 
7} 
1 
it * i 
[ x! ; 
11 xt | 
} It 4 
Ii 
£1012 
= 
* 13-4 
( « 3 
15.7 
THE 1% 
1 7 
156 
94 
'F! 
1 
' 7 uy 
iS. 
'F . 
I 
{ 4 
N. 
1 
5 o 2 
P 2 
1 
19 
» 
n 
J 1 
197 
4 * 
1 s 72 
j 'y & 
. ” 
9 » 
1 1 
Bl 
T x 
1 11 
! } BF 1 
? © | 
'S3 © i 
ik 1 
i iy 11 
A 
141 
i 
4 : 
I 
1 
5 
1 
{ 1 
1 | 
111 
x 
'Ft {| 
{ * | 
ö 1 
11 
1 
[1 
t f | 
* 
. 


3 ————— 


— —ũ— — —yᷣ— —— 
— 
a — 5 — — _ 
- — 3 —— 
— —— — — 


—ů nn ae — 
— 
— — — —— — 
— Ü eo ag ie N 
— r 


9 8 - 
wag 22 — — Mes to, 2 = 
* 


ns —— — 


| _ (15s) | 
its importance to him, as being one of the 
enemies keys into his country; and determin- 
as ing to have a Governor there, whoſe courage, 
te capacity and integrity he might repoſe a 
103 


wphew Jeyndee Amet Khan for this poſt of 
or truſt, who poſſcfled theſe qualities in a very 
J bigh degree. He ſoon after ſet out for his 


CON 
often 
f bis 
pluts 


overnment, eſcorted by a ſtrong body of 
horſe, 5 8 | 


We ſhall omit entering more minutely 


yl an irkſome detail of murders, oppreſſions, 


and diſtreſſes, ſimilar to thoſe already re- 
cited; but as we cannot help viewing this 
Uſurper in an extraordinary light, we ſhould 
be inexcuſable in negleRing to lay before 
the public and poſterity thoſe ſtriking 


z 0 
"a 
ion 
to thi 
dly 0 
nd 


character and genius of this great, though 
wicked man, in the courſe of a deſtruc- 
tive eight years war. With this intent only 
ve again reſume our narrative from the 
Cloſe .of the year 1745; a period which 
gave birth to an incident, that eventually 
proved not only the deſtruction of his hither- 


nd 4 
of H 
Is; 4 
1v1ng 
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perfect confidence in, he fixed upon his ne- 
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into the particular occurrences of theſe an- 
nual invaſions, which would only exhibit 


OE TEA I 


events, which were intereſting in them 
klves; and which more ſtrongly mark the 
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that the Uſurper firſt began to entertain ſul. 


different times acquired great wealth; which 
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(615609). 
to favorite General; but alſo that of his bry, 


ther and nephew. 


It was, at the time juſt mentioned abot, 


picions and jealouſies of the great reputatio 
and power of Muſtapha Khan ; who had, by 
his maſter's liberality and other means, 2 


he profuſely beſtowed on the ſoldiery, but ie : 
chiefly on the Patans ; thereby gaining a dan. 
gerous popularity, that bore too much the 
appearance of ambitious views. Whether he 
really had any deſigns againſt his maſter i 
not known; but his being the idol of the ar Mee 
my was Cauſe ſufficient to make him obnox- WP 
ious; in a government where no ſubject can WF"! 
with ſafety to himſelf, or to his prince, be 
poſſeſſed of a ſuperior degree of power 0 


renown. | 


The Uſurper had received inte!ligencefron} 
his brother Hogjee, that Muſlapha Khan wa wine" 
forming deſigns to his prejudice ; and that he 
had actually concerted meaſures with the 
Mabgrattors, for cutting him off the enſuing 
year ; and placing himſelf in the government. 


Whether this intelligence had truth fot 


it's foundation, or was only afterwards 
| vil 


0+ 


wes - 


iſed to cover the ſtep, that Was premedi- 
ned againſt Muſtiapha Khan, is uncertain. 


vdjee, however, had the addreſs to pro- 


Iuce vouchers for his ſuſpicions that ap- 
roached to facts; and theſe acquiring 


eight from the brother's apprehenſions of 


hat General's known talents, reputation, 


nd popularity; it was reſolved at all events 
at he ſhould be aſſaſſinated the next time 
e appeared at court: aſſaſſins were accord- 
gly provided, and ſtationed for his recep- 
ON, 


But Muſtapha Kan being generally be- 
ved, the deſign againſt him could not be 
ſecretly conducted, as to prevent his re- 
wing hints to provide for his ſafety ; and 
ough theſe were imperfect, they were yet 
iciently alarming to urge his immediate 
parture from the city, with 3000 Patan 
ſe, In about twelve hours after, he 


Ws followed by Sumſecr Khan, a Patan 


neral next in command to him, with 
out 2000 more of their country-men. 
de whole being joined, by rapid marches, 
arrived at Siclygully, before any ſuſ- 
lon or intelligence of a breach between 
km and the Uſurper had reached the 
mmander of that poſs; and by a well 
pied ſtory of their being diſpatched to 
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( 153 ) 
join and re-inforce Feyndee Amet Kh 
they were permitted to advance into Bly 
without interruption ; intending to 
through. that province into the Pai 
country, | 


So great a defection of his beſt troy 
with two officers of ſuch reputation at thi 
head, ſtruck the Uſurper with the deepd 
apprehenſions, and this on a double ſco 
He had the greateſt cauſe to dread a unit 
between the Mabarattors and Mu 
Khan ; and by the ſecret flight of that Gener 
he became convinced that ſome traytors we 
about his perfon : but ſtill himſelf, und 
every exigency and difficulty, he loſt no 
moment—by large preſents, and larger pt 
miſes, he ſecured the fidelity of the 
maining Patans——ſent expreſs upon 
preſs to his nephew Jeyndi Amet Khan, 
forming him of this untoward event, wi 
orders to take the field with what tro 
he could get together, and endeavou! 
_ © intercept the fugitive Patars—and d 
* himſelf would go in purſuit of tic 
<« and probably they might be hemmed 
© between them.” 


The Uſurper immediately put himfi 
the head of a ſtrong body of forces, 


11500 
re beſt attached to his perſon and go- 
nment ; and with the oreateſt expedition | 
ved at Siciygull); where he only ſtayed 
ſtrike off the head of that commander, 
o had ſuffered the Patans to paſs his 


Had the unfortunate Muftapha Khan 
ge the ſame expedition from the paſs of 
hzu/ly, as he did to it; he would, in all 
an probability, have eluded the purſuit, 
| paſſed through Bahar before he could 
ſibly have been intercepted by Feynd7 Amet 
n, or overtaken by the Uſurper. But 
a particular reaſon, to be hereafter men- 
ed; and not ſuſpecting he was purſued, 
proceeded through Babar by ſuch flow 
ches, that the Uſurper came up with 

between Monghir and Patna; and 
ta meſſenger to him with offers of 
don, to himſelf and followers; if they 
ud ſubmit, and embrace again his ſer- 


\ 


Hapha Khan, diſdaining all terms of 
ommodation, returned the Uſurper's meſ- 
get, with a brave defiance to him; and 
ling intelligence at the fame time, that 
d Muet was within a few hours march 
i, he thought it moſt adviſeable to 

| face 


( 160 ) 
face about, and fight the Uſurper firſt; ha 
ing learnt his troops were very little ſupeſt 
in number to his own; therefore ' with 
heſitation he diſtributed the neceſſary orden 
and gave the ſignal for battle. 


The conflict was bloody, but of no ly 
duration, Valour and reſentment took fi 
poſſeſſion of the ſoul of Muftapha Khan, u 
left no place for prudence or precaution : fin 
with the hope of executing his vengeance 
the Uſurper, he thought all elſe unworl 
his ſword ; and attempting with too mug 
impetuoſity to penetrate to that part whe 
Aliverdi fought, and not being well ſy 
ported, he was ſoon ſurrounded, overpone 
ed and ſlain—his head was ſeparated fr 
his body, and elevated upon a ſpear—1 
death being known to the Patans, Sunjt 
Khan, with thoſe that ſurvived the bat 
made a ſpeedy flight; and taking a routd 
ferent from that, by which Jeyndi 4 
Khan was advancing, they eſcaped out 
the province; notwithſtanding the eaget 
ſuit that was made after them. 


The Uſurper returned to his capital mi 
dreaded, but leſs beloved by the people 
this laſt ſtroke of his policy. The jeao 

and (generally believed) unjuſt mo! 


3 
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x aſſaſſinating the Patan General were now 
llazed abroad; and the Uſurper became the 
object of deteſtation to ſome of his beſt 
jends, who drew a concluſion (from this 
ct of baſe ingratitude to the man, who had 
0 often preſerved his life and government) 
ery unfavorable, and alarming to them 
elves; as the merits of their greateſt ſer- 
ices, might on the ſlighteſt ſuſpicions or 
ear, in the cowardly breaſt of Hodjee, only 
draw on their own deſtruction. 0 


Huodſiee, who had accompanied his bro- 
her in this expedition againſt Mu/tapha 
Khan, advanced with the head of he Ge- 
ral, to meet his ſon Feyndi Ames Khan. 
ith him he returned to Patna; and after 
beſtowing many indignities upon the head 
of that brave man, whoſe face he could not 
have beheld the day before, without ſink- 
ing into abject fear and terror; he had now 
the coward bravery, to order it to be carried 
in triumph three times round the city 
nworthy and indecent inſults! from which 
the remembrance of his former ſignal ſer- 
vices ſhould have defended his © ſenſeleſs 
remains. Juſtice ſeemed to intereſt her- 
klf in avenging the death. of this gallant 
man, by favoring in an extraordinary man- 
ner the eſcape of her deſtined inſtrument 


M Sumfeer 


Sumſeer Khan : and the brave Jeu 101 An 
Khan, at the fight of the 9 innh 
exerciſed by his father, could not refriy 
from tears; for great friendſhip ſubſiſted bo 
tween him and the deceaſed ; and bis ms 
mory was dear to bum. 


We will leave Zi, Hodjee on his retum 6 
 Morſhadabad ; exulting for a ſhort time og 
the ſucceſs of his treacherous machinations; 
and advert to Sumſeer Khen. 


This Patan General arriving fafe with hi 
few followers in their own country, begu 
immediately to levy troops; and with {ud 
ſucceſs, that in. he year 1747, he was & 


abled to advanced towards & at the hel 
of 8ooo choice horſe. 


« Here it is . to advertiſe the rt 
der, that the two Patan Generals on thet 
ſudden retreat from the city of Mor ſhadabal, 
had opened a correſpondence with Mov 
Hubbeeb, informing him that they ſhould 
40 return the next year, to attempt the ca 
** ture and plunder of Patna; then 2 
by the hills and join the Mabaratin 
army; and with their united force 4: 
tack the Uſurper ; declaring themſclv 
juſtly abſolved from all allegiance to the 


7: & ofaſin. 
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ain, Mbir Hubbeeb improved upon 
bis plan and adviſed © to encounter Hogjee 
and the Uſurper with their own weapons, 


craft and zreachery ; for that, by addreſs 
and management, and a well feigned con- 
 trition for their former conduct, and a 


F* freſh tender of their troops, they might 


« eaſily obtain an interview with the Nabob 
of Patna; at which they ſhould cut him 


Foff: a circumſtance that would much fa- 


' cilitate the taking and plundering that city 
' (which ſeemed to be their principal ob- 

*jet) as ſuch an event muſt neceſſarily 
' cauſe the greateſt confuſion and conſter- 
* nation in the place.” 


It was this intercourſe of letters, that 
proved fatal to Mu/tapha Khan ; by retarding 
his eſcape through Bahar, as already men- 


| tioned—but the counſel of Mbir Hubbeeb 


was not loſt upon Sumſeer Khan ; who was 
a man, poſſeſſed of every requiſite, for carry- 


f ng it into effectual execution. He was brave; 


artful ; beloved and highly eſteemed by his 
officers and ſoldiers; who, to a man, were 
united to him in a ſolemn vow, to take an 
exemplary revenge for the death and indig- 
nities of their late lamented commander; or 
periſh in the attempt. 
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November With this determined view, Sum ſcer Kön 
74% began his march; and being arrived willi 
a few hours of Patna, on the oppoſite ſhor 
of the river, he diſpatched a letter 
Jeyndi Amet Khan, couched in the folloy- 
ing terms, © that his heart had felt th 
*« deepeſt compunction for his paſt condug 
& to. which he had been inſtigated by th 
* raſh counſels of his late commanding df 
« ficer ; that he appealed to Feyndi And 
«c himſelf, to witneſs for the approved fideliy 
e he had always ſhown for the ſervice a 
< intereſt of the Soubah his uncle; that he 
e had now raiſed a faithful and tried bog 
of officers and troops; who, with hin 
ce were ready to devote their lives to fk 
ee commands, againſt the common enemit 
* of his houſe and country: hoping I 
* ſhould obtain permiſſion to viſit him; and 
«© in a perſonal conference, give him mot 
«© convincing proofs of his attachment and 
” ſubmiſſion,” 8 15 Sf 
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115 Jeynd. Amt. Khan onduatiiadl; com 
municated the contents of this letter to hi 
father Hodjee, ' who was very lately arrive 
at Patna; brought thither by ſome informa 
tions the brothers had received of the cos 
certed ſcheme between Sumſeer Khan al 


Mr Hubbeeb, tor the — of that cop 


tal 


( 165.) 
tal Hogiee, without a moment's hefitation, 
ordered his ſon to encourage Sumſeer Khan's 
Piũt, and cut him off; telling him, he him- 
ſelf would direct the means. | 


Teyndi Amet Khan, much averſe to obey 
theſe orders, determined to wait thoſe of 
his uncle to whom he wrote, and tranſmitted 
copy of Sumſeer Khan's letter; and in the 
mean time he returned in civil terms a reply 
o the Patan General, telling him * he 
| had forwarded the purport of his requeſt 
to the Soubah, but that he could not give 
* any concluſive anſwer thereto, before the 
Soubah's pleaſure was known,” —— This 
don reached him, in theſe few, but pe- 
emptory words, © Regarding the buſineſs 
between us and Sumſeer Khan, follow the 
orders of your father,” 


Hodjee directed Jeyndi Amet Khan to 
rrite to the Patan General, * that he ſhould 
* with pleaſure receive his viſits, and re- 
joice to embrace him; as the Soubah had 
* readily accepted the tender of his ſervices, 
* and wiſhed his ſpeedy march to Mor/hada- 
* bad.”—— To which purport the Uſurper 
had likewiſe wrote to him in preſſing terms; 
hereby intending to lull him into the greater 
ecutity, | | 


| ; M 3 . We 


| fidence of Hogjee. | 5 Vbe 


Alay 
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poſed by Mhir Hubbreb to the two Pata 


only to the latter part of their ſcheme ; d 
the intended aſſaſſination of the Nabob they 
had not the leaſt conception. —— Hogjre's 


in the floor of which a mine was ſunk, 


Nuabob's letters, Sumſeer Khan 


$ ( 166) 
We have already hinted the method pro- 
Generals, for taking off the Nabob of 


Patna, and plundering the city. The intel. 
nce the brothers had received extended 


counter-plot for the murder of Sumer; 
Khan, was concerted in manner following, 
A day was appointed for the General's viſt 
to Feynd? Amet Khan, on a plain a ſmall 
diſtance North of the city ; where a ſump- 
tuous tent was prepared for his reception; 


whoſe train extended ſome diſtance from the 
tent. The ſignal for putting fire to the train 
was Feyndi Amet Khan's withdrawing a cet 
tain ſpace from the tent. Every circum- 
ftance of which was betrayed to Sumſen 
Khan, by a Patan in the ſervice and cone 


Ho 


_ 
On the receipt of the Uſurper's and tit 
paſſed the 
river with his troops, about two miles totht 
Northward of the city; and being advanced 
on the day appointed, within a furlong 
the tent; he received a polite meſſage fron 
the Nabob, requeſting, ** that he would 


00 favor 
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favor him in ordering his troops to halt 

that they might not in their conference 

be incommoded by the duſt ; for that he 
* himſelf was only attended by fifty fol- 
lowers,” —— This requeſt was intantly 
plied with, and the Patan General pro- 

ded to the tent with a few ſelected atten- 
nts only; all of whom were . with 
rmour under their cos. 


They met in mutual embraces, and with 
de moſt affectionate compliments; theſe 
er they ſeated themſelves, and began to 
fer upon the operations of the war, 
Wainſt the common enemy the Mabarat- 
After about an hour's diſcourſe, a 

want came and whiſpered the Nabob, 
ſho ſoon after aroſe, telling the General 
that he was juſt going to give ſome ne- 
celſary arders for his reception and en- 
tertainment in the city, and ſhould at- 
tend him again in a few minutes. 
When he had got half way to the door of 
be tent, Sumſeer Khan and his attendants 
ew their ſcymitars, fell upon Feynd? Amer 
; killed him, and all that were in the 

nt, N they had time to make any 
ſtance : fome inſtantly flew to the head 
the train, to which they were perfectly 

| ucted, and * * being put to 
| it; 


(18) 
it; for on the alarm, thoſe, who were on 
the outſide of the tent, and thereby eſczy- 
ed the ſlaughter, fled with all ſpeed to the 
City. . | 


Sumſeer Khan made a ſignal for his troop 
to advance; and mounting his horſe gainel 
the city almoſt as ſoon as the fugitives, and 
entered it ſword in hand with his ſoldier; 
before Hodjee Hamet had received the leaf 
intelligence of the unhappy fate of his be 
loved fon. _ een 


He proceeded immediately to the palace, 
where, with little reſiſtance, he took Hou 
Hamet priſoner, at the very moment be 
was (in diſguiſe) making his eſcape ; and 
after ſecuring him under a ſtrong guard, 
he went in ſearch of the principal tr. 
ſures of the city, (to which he was mb 
nutely directed by his ſpies) theſe he dt 
polited in the palace, and gave up the tom 
to be plundered by the ſoldiers ; who, fat 
the ſpace of three days, committed eve 
ravage and outrage that revenge and ayarice 
backed by uncontrolled power, could med 
tate and execute; except againſt the Eng 
liſh, French, and Dutch factories ; whit 
alone remained exempt from ruin and u 
OE TN 

. Hot 


( 
Hodjee Hamet, after ſuffering the heavieſt 
eproaches and revilings from Sumſeer Khan, 
Er his baſe ingratitude, treachery, and 
uelty to Muſtapha Khan ; and after un- 
erging a hundred and one laſhes from 
he ſevere diſcipline of the Khorah, was b 
der of the general ſet on an aſs, with his 
20s tied under the belly of the animal; and 
is face painted half black, half white; and 
bus led round the city, the ſame route him- 
If had appointed for the head of the un- 
xrunate Muſtapha Khan.—Returning from 
is diſgraceful progreſs, the diſcipline of 
ie Khorah was again inflicted on him; 
tt only as a puniſhment, but with a view 
d extort from him. a confeflion and diſ- 
pwery of a large ſum of gold and diamonds; 
hich, it was ſaid, he had buried or other- 
ile ſecreted ;——but he bore the laſh with 
hazing conſtancy ; and made not the diſ- 
wery that was aimed at. After this he 
s Chained to the leg of an elephant, — 
that very elephant, on which the head 
Muſtapha Khan was expoſed and elevat- 
L Sumſeer Khan had doomed him to a 
vel and lingering death; but one of his 
ads, touched with his great age; the 
h dignity he had born; his cruel ſuffer- 
b; and heavy lamentations for his mur- 
red ſon; conveyed, in pity to him, a doſe 


of 


3 (170) 
of poiſon ; which he greedily ſwallowed a 
put an end to his miſerable being. 


Sumfeer Khan, after this exemplary ven. 
geance, made a ſhort ſtay at Patna, and re 
tired to his country with an immenſe booy, 
but without paying any further regard, a 
leaſt for the preſent, to the engagements tha 
ſubſiſted between him and Mu Hubbeeb. 


The fates of Hodjee Hamet and Jon 
Hamet Khan, met. a very different regard 
from the world; the latter being as mud 
lamented, as the memory of his father wi 
deteſted. But it may be very eaſily co 
+ ceived that the loſs of both proved a hea 
ſtroke of Affliction to the Uſurper ; whono 
became as eminently wretched as he 1 
great. His grief on the arrival of the ney 
was ſuch, that it was with the greateſt di 
ficulty he was prevented following them. 
However; cool reflection ſoon took place 
and his uſual fortitude ſurmounted, in ale 
days, the firſt violent impteſſions of hi! 
reparable misfortune ; and obliged him lh 
attend the concerns of his government; 
which he was rouſed and ſtimulated by d 
ſpirited, wiſe and affectionate reprelentatic 
of his Begum ——A woman whoſe wiſdoq ede 


magnanjmity, benevolence, and every 4 


; (n) - 
le quality, reflected high honour on her 
x and ſtation, She much influenced the 
[lurper's councils, and was ever conſulted 
him in every material movement in the 
te; except when ſanguinary and trea- 
jerous meaſures were judged neceſſary; 
hich he knew ſhe would oppoſe, as ſhe 
er condemned them when perpetrated 
wſoever ſucceſsful, predicting always 
t ſuch politics would end in the guin of 
$ family. | 


Though the Uſurper's critical fituation 
ed him to action; yet the death of his 
ew ever after remained a heavy preſ— 
upon his heart. He greatly loved bim, 
| had deſigned him his ſucceſſor in the 
ernment of the Soubahſhip, in preference 
Hodjee's eldeſt ſon; who then bore the 
e of the Emperor's Dewan, (to which 
had juſt as much right as his uncle had 
that of Soubah.) But this deſign being 
ed by the untimely deceaſe of Jeyndi 
; and that occaſioned by the pernici- 
policy of his brother and himſelf : the 
y amends in his power to make to the 
ies of his murdered nephew was, to 
defer the affection he ever bore him, to 
eldeſt fon Mbiraa Mahommed ; whom he 
nediately adopted as his own: and this 
4 youth 


„ 
youth was, from that period, looked up 


< . 


as his ſucceſſor. 
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Until the rains broke up in Ocĩober 150 
the Uſurper remained unmoleſted ; but noy 
the . Maharattors re-entered the province d 
Bengal by the Bierbobeen hills; and Suni 
.Khan having ſafely lodged his Patna plu 
der returned and entered Bahar ; at laſt u 
mindfyl of his engagement to Mbir Hu 
beeb, and hoping by an union with the M, 
harattors, to ſhare at leaſt the plunder alſo 
Mor ſbadabad. om 7, 


The Uſurper had taken the field 
early—and on the firſt advice that Sunj 
Khan had entered Babar, he advanced t * 

wards him by rapid marches; thirſting | 
revenge his brother's and nephew's deati 
and depending that he ſhould be able 
engage and defeat him before the Mat 
rattors could poſſibly join. him. Whilſt 
was in this purſuit, the Maharattors, vi 
did not think it eligible to riſque an adi 
with the Uſurper until they had join 
their new allies, were on full march to! 
ſettled rendezvous at Bogolpore ; near wh 
place the three armies arrived about 
ſame time in the night. The Ulurpert 
camped, and ſent out his ſpies for int 


8 de 


„ 


Agence. They ſoon returned and informed 


mies; the Patans a corſe to the North- 
ard of him; and the Maharattors about 
be fame diſtance to the Southward.— This 


"me of his general officers propoſed his 
king the advantage of the night, and at- 
mpting a filent retreat to Szc/ygully ; but he 
jected this overture with high indignation. 
He was perfectly acquainted with the dif- 
rent genius and diſpoſition of the enemies 


age formed his reſolutions; the only re- 
burce left him was inſtantly obvious to this 
nſummate general and ſoldier, 


At midnight he held a council of war, 
three or four of his principal officers 
y. To theſe he opened his defigns, and 
eded them to iſſue orders for the troops 
de ready to march, half an hour before 
break; without ſtriking their tent 


N Kly prohibiting they ſhould encumber 
_—_— emſelves with aught but their arms; for 
zout at his own, his officers, and ſoldiers bag- 


ge ſhould be left in the camp; for which 
himſelf would be accountable to them. 
—Theſe 


im he was encamped between the enemies 


crilous ſituation would have ſtruck any but 
bis brave Uſurper with alarm and terror: 


e had to encounter; and from this know- - 


1! 38 


— 


| C7 - 
—— Theſe orders diſtributed he went 4 
t. ey 


Before day break the Uſurper put himſ 
at the head of his troops, and marched j 
attack the Patans; leaving his camp ſta 
ing he found them prepared to rec 
him, not doubting but their allies, whd 
ſituation they had learnt, would attack | 
rear.——A bloody engagement enſued, j 
which the Uſurper might . juſtly ſay, wi 
another great uſurper, that he had mu 
times fought for Empire, but in this l 
be tle, for Life.” —After an obſtinate a 
teſt. Sumſeer Khan was ſlain and the Pat 
put to flight—inſtead of purſuing them, 
immediately returned in good order to 
camp; where, as he had foreſeen, he fon 
the Mabarattors plundering it, contult 
diſperſed, and regardleſs of the commat 
of their General or Officers: — In this | 
ation the Uſurper fell upon them, and i 
a great ſlaughter gave them a total dd 
and rout. After theſe exploits he retir 
triumphantly to his capital. 


Notwithſtanding theſe glorious ſucc 
he was inceſſantly harraſſed by, and i 
to be ever in the field againſt the Mat 


(95). : 
rs, until the year 1750 ; when he made a 
ſting peace with them on the terms recited 


ve to refer. There the reader may if 
; pleaſes follow this great wicked man, 
through the more pleafing ſcenes of domeſtic 
life, and public trangullity.” We ſhall 
Intent ourſelves in cloſing this chapter, and 
ond general head, with a few circumſtan- 
s whach happened in conſequence. of his 
turdl demiſe, Anno 1756.——lt is pretty 
ll known, and has been by us ſeverely 
t, that he was ſucceeded by Mhirza Ma- 
med his adopted ſon and grandion (who 
umed the title of $#r27ad Dowle) in the 
ernment ; that after he had quelled an 
poſition that was made to his ſucceſſion by 
of his own family, he directed his arms 
inſt our ſettlements ; took, and deſtroyed 
m. The cauſes for that invaſion of 
erty, have been faithfully inveſtigated 
I preſented to the public in a ſecond edi- 
dof © India Tracts,” publiſhed March 
4. This ſhort recapitulation would 
e had no place here, but to introduce a 


umſtance not ſo well known as the fore- 
g. | ; 


ben Surajad Dowla declared his reſo- 
a to attack and drive the Engliſh out 
| of 


the! Short ſketch of the hiſtory of Ben- 
gal,” betore mentioned ; to which we beg 


1 14 
„ 
17 


„ 
of Bengul, he was oppoſed by the affedi 
nate remonſtrances of the deceaſed Alu 
' Khan's'Begum, already mentioned -i 
every argument which love and mater 
authority could deviſe, ſhe laboured 
diſſwade him from his purpoſe ; but labour 
to no end: for though the young tyrant 
| ſerved ' ſome reverence for her perſon, | 
her influence was not great: but when! 
found him deaf to her entreaties, ſhe ! 
the courage to tell him, * She ſaw his a 
« fate was blended with, and waited 
« the deſtruction he was aiming to accn 
* pliſh againſt the Engliſh; and that if 
'« perfiſted, his raſhneſs and injuſtice wa 
& not only be the cauſe of his own de 
te but the total ruin of his family.” 
wiſdom and foreiight was ſo great and 
tenſive, that it was commonly ſaid by 
Uſurper, He never knew her judgmen 
« predictions fail. | 


4 
* 


We hope to meet with pardon for dt 
honour to the character of this extraordl 
woman; eſpecially as we thereby em! 
a favourable opportunity of diſcharging 
tribute of fincere gratitude particularly 
from us,—the author owing life and it 
to her humane and ſucceſsful interceſſn 
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AVING in the preceeding chapter 
ſhewn from what cauſes, and by what 
vdations the provinces of Bengal fell under 
uſurpation- of Aliverdi Khan ; our plan 
ds us next to convey a. ſummary account 
their produce; the diviſion of their princi- 


n reſpecting each other; and their com- 
bnly eſtimated diſtance from our principal 


tlement of Calcutta. 


Ceogtaphers have diſtinguiſhed theſe pro- 
ces by the title of he rich Kingdom of 
ga; an epithet it highly merited when 


I tranquillity ; in which point of view we 
end to exhibit it; for this prevalent rea- 


being re-inſtated and improved; a cir- 
aſtance well worthy our preſent knowledge 


attention. v1 | 8 
>= | To 


s; diſtricts; and towns; with their ſitu- 


llidered in its original ſtate of opulence 


only; that we think it perfectly capable 


. . 2 
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To form a juſt eſtimate of the value A cee 
importance of theſe provinces, we muſt co net 
ſider them at the period, when they vat 
governed by the younger princes of his 
Blood Royal; that is, ſome years beſaſ on fa 

Jaffier Khan's Soubahſhip ; for in his in in, 
they firſt began to deeline and decreaſe ¶Manton 
their worth; from cauſes already inveſiy me al 
ted in our laſt general head. by b. 
ee e eee e en eee 
From his demiſe, the country for a e 
years tecovered, and began to flouriſh, will the | 
til within two years of the deceaſe of e, if 
ban; when, by the rapacity of He the 

-Hamet, the Rajabs and . Zemindars W m. 
again cruelly oppreſſad and plundered; a YT 
were thereby diſabled from making good tl The 
contracts to the government. Soon alought 
this period, commenced the uſurpation on; th 
 Altverdi Khan; that drew on the Malu f the va 
tor invaſion ; which overwhelmed the coly"y peri 
try in miſeties of every kind for the ſears; d 
-ſpaceiof eight yea ts. or inte 
Ade 15 oi nino ein: a, and 
The peace which the Uſurper made N paired 
theſe invaders, Anno 17530 ſeemed, for N of or 
or five years, to promiſe, the reſtoraton ent f 
vigour to this Haraſſed country: but re per 
ſhatrered conſtitution was ſcarcely beg eleſted 
to revive, when the raſh conduct 4 gy of 
T | 7 „ „ rey 
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cceeding young tyrant reduced it again to 
inent peril, A juſt vengeance and ne- 


flity drew the Engliſh arms againſt him 


gain, produced a ſecond revolution 
antonneſs a third; and when we ſhall ſtop, 
me alone can diſcloſe. —A few individuals 
ay benefit by this ſhifting ſyſtem ; but 
tal ruin to the trade of the provinces, and 
the Company, muſt manifeſtly in the end 


re, if not timely prevented; notwithſtand- 
ig the flattering fallacious ſucceſs of our 
MEL, f 5 a 


The foregoing ſhort recapitulation we 
bought neceſſary, to- vindicate our conclu- 


{ the value of this ineſtimable country from 
ny period of time within the laſt forty 
ears; during which ſpace, with few and 
port interruptions, it has been i nvolved in 


mpaired it's very vitals. Thence, the neceſ- 
ty of our giving a picture of it in a per- 
anent ſettled government; when the lands 
yere permitted to yield their produce un- 
noleſted; when the manufactures and every 
anch of trade flouriſhed ; and when the 
mts, revenues and cuſtoms reſulting from 


N 2 that 


d his country; which produced a revolu- 
on fatal to himſelf and family ;—neceflity 


the conſequence of this continued war» 


on; that no perfect judgment can be made 
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ar, and labored under difficulties that have 
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(180) 
that happy ſtate, prove it to have been Heaues 
valuable a ſpot as any upon this globe; Me in 
not the moſt ſo. | proſec 
| | ir ſerv: 
To this defirable ſtate, we repeat, from ed; a 
perfect knowledge and experience, it is e can | 
ble of being reſtored under a proper goum t ſuff 
ment; if it was not, our preſent labors ve es. 
vain ; and could anſwer no end or purpol tion of 
What eſſential end and purpoſe they aſeme 
calculated to obtain, we ſhall now vent ar an 
to open; and as I have no motive to i emp 
fluence me but ſincere gratitude to my to. 
mer employers, and true love for my cout- 
try, I truſt my endeavours will meet wil tradi 
candour and thanks—at leaſt from the pub heade 
lic, if not from that reſpefable body of nit long 
for whoſe benefit they are more particulate latt 
intended. 5 oy eve 


5 5 former 
Notwithſtanding the plauſible face Mate and 
ſucceſs, our affairs in Bengal may wear tions o. 
preſent by late advices from thence ; it eee of 
as demonſtrable as any propoſition in FM thus v 
clid, that they cannot produce the gte ing, u 
and eſſential end aimed at, viz. a Jaiting they be 
eace and ſettled government; withouhall be 
which, the Company muſt fink under i that p 
preflure of a long expenſive war; wi; if boy 
not only ſwallows up their new acquir 
= | revenue: 


( 181) 


W-nucs ; but impedes and ſhackles their 

le in every inſtance, ſhape and form. 
proſecution of - this war, the heads of 
ir ſeryants abroad are turned and bewil- 
d; and their mercantile buſineſs (which 
can ſupport the Company in the end) 
ſt ſuffer under unavoidable neglects and 
ſes, The gentlemen at home in the di- 
ion of affairs, muſt labor under heavy em- 
aſſements in conducting the two branches 
war and trade ; either of which would 
y employ their whole time and atten- 


trading and a fighting company, is a 
headed monſter in nature, that cannot 
[t long; as the expence and inexperience 
he latter, muſt exceed, confound, and 
oy every profit or advantage gained by 
former. New temporary victories, ſti- 
ate and puſh us on to graſp at new ac- 
tions of territory; theſe call for a large 
eile of military force to defend them; 
thus we ſhall go on, graſping and ex- 
ung, until we cram our hands ſo full 
they become cramped and numbed ; and 
(hall be obliged to quit, and relinquiſh 
that part, which we might have held 
if bounds had been ſet to our progreſs : | 
N 3 which 


- 6182) 
which (upon the preſent ſyſtem) we no 
ſee is utterly impoſſible ; therefore a 1 
change in our politics becomes ,ndiſper 
bly neceſſary. 00 CP" 
The gentlemen in the direction mi . 
ſurely ſee this fatal tendency of their af "Mp 
and muſt tremble at it but wheres e 2 
remedy they will ſay ?—it has been ale ud 
pointed out and no regard paid to it e |; 
ſibly, though convineed, they want the pi ent ot 
lic ſanction to a ſtep they may think oe 4 Be 
traordinary——though every day they M-.160 
taking ſteps more extraordinary, in ſupp 
ing their ſervants in a war againſt the N 
gul, bis Vice-Roys, and ſubjects, which 
the preſent plan muſt unavoidably pr 
the ruin of the company. — We have a 0 
fiderable concern in this ſtock, and theieſ 
claim a right to ſpeak — when private 


monſtrances fail, public ones may Acquire 
que infl!- ence. | 


derſt 
ur CO! 


* 
2000 


tions, 
under 
this v 
part, 1: 
not to 
own g 
neceſſi 
no r00 


Why we ſhould wantonly perſiſt WY able, + 

- ſtate of deſtructive war, with a Poten min a 

whoſe alliance is ſo materially necellay nough 

us; when we have it fo much in our poi | 

to make a uſeful friend of him and h us: n 

ceſſors; is a conduct that ſurpaſſcs * our fi 


— 


( 38g) 
derſtanding 3 and yet that ſuch has been' 
zur conduct for five Years paſt 1s moſt Le 


Let us have done with this ringing 
hanges upon Soubahs; there's no end to 
t. Let us boldly dare to be Soubah aur- 

hoes ; our own terms have been more than 
Pace offered to us by the Emperor; why 
ſhould we longer beſitate to accept them? 
we have not ſcrupled to ſeize and 
pat of his territory with violence; ſurely 
it would be more conſcientious, and mote 
conſiſtent with the laws of nature and na- 
tions, to hold the whole of theſe provinces 
under him, by his own appointment.—That 
this would be readily. affented to on his 
part, if a proper overture came from us, is 
not to be doubted : the confideration of his 
own great and obvious advantages, and the 
neceſſities of his ſituation would leave him 
no room for choice. ese 


We have already convinced him, we: are 
able, when we have a mind to ſet-our-own 
ruin and the lives of our fellow iſabjects at 
nought, to hold this part of his country from 
him, in ſpite of his ſtrongeſt efforts againſt 
us: nay, poſſibly we might retain it under 
our ſubjection for ſome ſhort time at leaſt; 
PE, N 4 ">. but 


( 184 ) 
but the conſequence to him, and us, is obi. 
eust a wanton expence of blood and tres. 
ſure; while the object we are contendin 
for is daily more and more deſolated hy 
this contention; and, bye and bye, will N 
be worth the poſſeſſion of either fu 
every movement that does not tend to z 
laſting and firm peace by advantaging both 
is fruntlels; and can have no permanent a 
ſalutary effect: and moſt ſure it is, that the 
plan we have hitherto purſued, and are fiil 


purſuing, cannot kn em that defirable 
err li | 19108 We!» 


Ld 


te is mus we bans Ha our hides: in the 
Eaſt; under the conduct of an able and 
active commander, drive the Mogul's Vice 
Rays out of the provinces. It is alſo true, 
that we have ſeen a ſpirited conduct and 
bravery in the Mogul's troops, that ougit 
juſtly to ſtrike us with apprehenſion of fu- 
ture conſequences. The Ruffians when firl 
attacked by Sweden, did not poſſeſs a tenth 
part-of the courage. and diſcipline that thele 
our enemies have now acquired; and jet 
the event is known to the world. — 
reaſon upon very probable ſuppoſitions; and 
not reſt in a too great and flattering ſecui 
ty, at a time when we have the greatch 
cauſe to be alarmed. 8 

. up? 
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d foray 
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Suppoſe the Mogul's Vice-Roys ſhould, 
om experience, at laſt, evidently ſee; that 


e only way to conquer us, and render our 


Wurage and diſcipline of none effect, is to 
od ever coming to a general action with 
with the great ſuperiority of numbers 


ey will ever be able to bring into the field, 
ey may by this precaution and dividing 
eit army (which conſiſts chiefly of caval- 
into ſmall bodies; cut off our proviſions 
d forage 3: beat up our quarters; harraſs 
r handful of men without ceaſing ;. and 


ally deſtroy us without danger to them 


yes and is it improbable they ſhould at 


adopt this conduct? we pronounce, no; 


s moſt probable they will, as the only 
durce left for them. | 8 16 


et us again, ſuppoſe a rupture with 
mnce, whilit we are engaged in this war 
b the Mogul; our prefidency of Fort 
lam, and our other factories in a man- 
deſerted; and the chief ſtrength of all 
(cttlements acting at the diſtance of eight 
nine hundred miles from the center of 
poſſeſſions. We will not ſuppoſe a 
ture with France near; but let it come 
dit will, it ſets at nought the article 
ic laſt treaty of peace, which gave us 
Klufive right to Bengal; and therefore 
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ought to be attended to: for it is not vf 
be imagined, that they will neglect ſo f. 
vourable an occaſion of attacking a ſett)emen; 
which-conftitutes, in the Eaſt, the very e 
fence of our being; when they find it || 
defenceleſs by the abſence of our troops. 


In ſhort, every conſideration calls aloy 
for a period being put to this unprofitab 
and precarious war, by ſome other plant 
operations; and we aſſert none is ſo eligib 
honourable, or practicable, as that we h. 
now hinted àat.— We have nibbled at the 
provinces for eight years; and notwithſlan 
ing an immenſe acquiſition of territory 4 
revenue, what benefit has reſulted from a 
ſucceſſes, to the company? are their d 
dends raiſed to the late ſtandard of eight} 
Cent? no it is impoſſible they ſhou 
whilſt this deſtructive expenſive contelt & 
iſts-and ſhall we thus go on, nibbling 1 
nibbling at the ai, until the trap falls 
cruſhes us? but to come more jimmedit 


to the point. 


Permit us, Gentlemen, moſt humbly b 
viſe, that expreſs orders be ſent without 
lay to ycur Preſident and Governor of 
William; to make the following overt 
peace to the Mogul; viz, © That! 


« 


« dition of his appointing and inveſting (to 


« all intents and purpoſes) your Governor 
« for-the time being, Soubah of the Pro- 
« yinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa; you 
« will engage on your part, that the ſti- 
« pulated ſum of one khorore of rupees, 
« ſhall be annually paid into the royal trea- 
6 og hk free of all deduCtions.” abs 


is this ſam nearly doubles the Ripulation 
made by the uſurper A/rverd? Khan, with the 
Vizio Munſoor Ali Khan, Anno 17 50, (a 
tythe of which by the bye was never paid) 
and we venture to ſay, re-doubles in one year, 
any advantages the Emperors have received 
from the revenues of theſe provinces, for the 
ſpace of Jorty years laſt paſt ; we cannot en- 
tertain a doubt of his moſt readily acceding 
to the terms propoſed ; as thereby he would 
allo ſecure a powerful ally, who could be 


ch, in his government. 


When ue are 10e with this ſovereign- 
y and empowered , to difplay the Mogul's 
fojal ſtandard; the provinces will be eaſily 
governed and kept in ſubjection, at a leſs an- 
| nual expence and force, than the Company 

me now from neceſſity loaded with but 
luppoſe it double, the fake is amply ſuffi- 
dient, as we mall preſently demonſtrate. 


Some 


\t 


occationally of ſervice to him on any emer- 
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Some narrow minded people, ſtrangers to 


the nature of the country and government, 
will ſtart; and make the greatneſs. of the ob- 


eal 1 
o his 
Ic WI 


ject a bugbear to their hopes and wiſhes--. Ne lie 
Was it poſſible, that the Company could Nhat m 
unmoleſted enjoy what they have got, and 

purſue their trade without interruption; ve We 
ſhould be amongſt the firſt that might juſtly No not 
exclaim againſt their extending their views; May, 
--- but, that this was impracticable, we have $ they 


ome 
nd the 
latituc 
feyery 
ology 
Our 
om thi 
plung 
g man 
etches 
om ſink 
them 
ty ſhor 
antial re 
rt them 


long foreſeen and publicly declared ;---and 
if we think at all, we muſt now be con- 
vinced there is no medium, or alternative, 
but this; that can be adopted with any 
appearance of ſecurity or permanency 
aut Soubab, aut nullus, muſt now be our 
motto. Ns 


We cannot enough applaud the ſeaſonable 
meaſure of ſending out Lord Clive, which 
we eſteem. a happy event; notwithſtanding, 
what could be done upon the preſent plan 
of politics, has been done without him— 
the weight of his Lordſhip's reputation and 
experience, in thoſe parts, will moſt eſſen- 
tially promote this our new plan: he is the 


beſt qualified to negociate it; the fitteſt to But it n 
be firſt inveſted with that high power ; and Wir motix 
the moſt capable of fixing and leaving ! Private 

Wh 


real 


upon a ſolid baſis. That theſe are of 


6 
eal ſentiments, flowing from a juſt regard 
o his Lordſhip's character, I think the pub- 
ic will not doubt; as they already know, 
ve lie under no obligations to that quarter, 
hat might excite our partiality. 


We are very ſenſible, our rulers at home 
jo not like to have the affairs of the Com- 
any, the ſubject of public diſquiſition. But 
s they and their affairs, are now truly be- 
ome a' very important national concern ; 
nd their own inteſtine quarrels have given 
latitude to make their conduct the ſport © 
fevery pen; we think there needs the leſs 
pology for the liberty we now take; as one 
four chief motives is, to extricate hem 
om the difficulties, we imagine they muſt 
plunged in at this period. And nodrown- 
ly man will be angry at another, who 
retches out a friendly hand to fave him 
om ſinking ?—The pointing out a meaſure 
them that muſt, if it takes piace, in a 
y ſhort ſpace, mount their ſtock in ſub- 
tial real value to five hundred; will not 
ft them or the proprietors. 
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But it may be aſked us, if theſe only are 
ur motives, why not intimate the meaſure 
private to our chairman or court of direc- 
fs Why not communicate it, and en- 

N force 


( 190 ) 

force it, at a quarterly general court? Why 
not call a general court on ſpecial — 
Why are our affairs and ſchemes to be cu. 
vaſſed by the public? Have Patience, ny 
friends, and we will anſwer theſe ! — 
tories by one prevalent reaſon that det. 
mines us, to adopt none of them.— Privat 
intimations for public good, leave the ju 
ties entruſted, at large; and without publ 
check, to concur with, or rect and ly 
aſide, = ak means propoſed ; as Caprice, wart 
of comprehenſion, particular private view 
or divided counſels, may chance to inf 
ence :---but when putlicly made, they tha 
become accountabie 20 tbe world. In 
ſigning this reaſon, we muſt not be thougl 
to inſinuate any doubt, injurious to the þ 
nour and integrity of the preſent Chaim 
or preſent court of Directors, whom, fi 
the ſincerity of our heart, we bellexc 
much attached to the true intereſt of 
Eaſt India Company, as any ſett of gent 
men who « ever ſat at that board. 


Nur wiſh is, to promote the well bei 
of the Eaſt India Company; and not i 
tentionally to give offence to any; ans 
our propoſed plan meets not the appro 
tion and concurrence of thoſe wh 
molt benefit by the event, we can on 

| : 2 


7 
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ent their loſs and our own. It appears 
a correſpondence laid before the public, 
year, that we urged the neceſſity of his 
gare in the year 1760; Glorious! would 
re been the iſſue for the company, had it 
en then carried into execution; and happy 
many unfortunate individuals, who ſince 
iſhed by a contrary ſyſtem of politics !--- 
ere would then haye been no call or ne- 
fity for this Nabob-changing ſcheme ; 
> provinces would have been eſtabliſhed 
peace; and war, revolutions, murders, 
d maſſacres, without a bein however, 
dm a thorough conviction we ſay, it is not 
w too late to regain the happy opportu- 
we then loſt: nay, ſubſequent events, 
her encqurage and afford a more favor- 
le aſpect; as things may be accompliſhed 
w under leſs difficulties, than we ſhould 
chat period have had to encounter and 
ugele with.---In this confidence we ſhall 
ceed, and by a rough ſketch of the pro- 
ce of the revenues, ſhow the vaſt ſtake we 
ow for. If we win, the gain will be im- 
enſe: if we fail in the attempt, we are but 
ere we were; and at the worſt, ſhall 
e it in our power to reſume our od Dog 
it policy again. £5 
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At Natoor, about ten days travel Not, 
Eaſt of Calcutta, refides the family of th 


moſt ancient and opulent of the Hindy 


Princes of Bengall; Rajab Rhaam Khan; 
of the race of Bramins; who deceaſed i 
the year 1748, and was ſucceeded by hy 
wife, a Princeſs named Bowanny Rhamy, 
' Whoſe Dewan, or Miniſter, was Dara 
of the Teely caſt, or Tribe. They poſh 
a tract of country of about thirty-five dn 
travel &; and under a ſettled government 
their ſtipulated annual rents to the crom 
were ſeventy lac of Scca rupees, — it 
real revenues, about one khorore and u 


- half, 


The chief towns of theſe diſtricts at 
Malda, Hurrial, Seerpore, Balekoofhy, i 
Cogmarry ; all ſeparately famous for man 
factoring the following ſpecies of pid 
goods, viz. for the Europe markets, coli 
elatches, hummums, chowtahs, ootally is 
ſies, ſeerſuchers and raw-filt :——for tit 


markets of Buſſorah, Mocha, Fudda, Py 


*The Gentoos eſtimate diſtances by corſes, but nt 
commonly by a day's journey, which they reckon 
gorſe, but as the corſe varies in different diſtticts, fu 
one and a half to two and a half miles Engliſb, ve d 
the medium days travel at ten Engli/h miles. 


Alle 


Ache 
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bern and Malacca, the different ſorts of 
offa's, baftas, ſannooſe, mulmulls, tanjebs, 
rdinary kenchees, Sc. G WO. 


This country produces alſo, copoſs, or 
nga] cotton, with which the above ſort- 
nents of goods are in part manufactured; 
ut the prodace does not bear any propor- 
on to the conſumption, ſo that they are 
debted to foreign markets for this article ; 
nd chiefly to the port of Surat. | 


The towns of Bowangunge, Siebgunge, 

herußgunge, and Fummaalgunge, are all fa- 
nous markets for grain; as their names 
mply *. 8 | 


Contiguous to this laſt mentioned diſ- 
ict, but ſtill more to the North-Eaſt, lie 
he lands of Rajah Praunaut of the Koyt, 
r Scribe Caſt, His diſtrict extends about 
itty days travel; conſiſts moſtly of low- 
Jands ; and is in great part annually over- 
mowed, His ſtipulated yearly payment is 
renty lac; the real produce of his revenue, 
rom fixty to ſeventy- the chief products of 
his country are grain, oil, and ghee, (an 
aticle much uſed in Indian cookery) it like- 
vile yields ſome ſpecies of piece goods and 


E The meaning of Gunge being a grain market. 
Oo raw 


(194) 
raw filk; alſo foole ſugar, lump jagge, Ml * 
ginger, long pepper, and piplymo]---articles n di 
that uſually compoſe the gruff cargoes of our Wtrou 
outward bound ſhipping. | horf 
3 1 174. 
The principal towns of this diſtrict, ar: bara 
 Rungjore, Gooragat; and Santoſe Budd, who 
the capital reſidence of the head of this fa-WWuch 
mily : from theſe Arungs, the Eaſt hu com. 
companies are ſupplied with ſannoos, mu. on: 
mulls, tanjebs and raw-filk, office 
its re 
The great market of Bugwan Gola“, i able 
ſupplied from this diſtrict, with the three begin 
important articles of grain, oil, and ghee:-WiW ttc! 
and now we have occaſion to mention thi plunc 
mart, it is not foreign to our purpoſe tt 
dwell a little longer on it it 1s ſituate on N. 
the Ganges, about a day and a half North tro 
Mor ſbadabad; and two days South Eaſter] 
of Rajambol ; and is the greateſt market f 
the above-mentioned articles in Indgſan, 
poffibly in the known world. The culton their 
on grain only, amount to three lac of rum. 
fer Anrum—all the cuſtoms and duties Oy . oy 
Bugwan Gela, rank in the liſt of revenut * . 
under the head of Khoſs bol, that is, du 17%, 
which are kept in the government's and 
and not farmed out. 


* 


three 
of R. 
days 
lands 


Th 
* G.la ſignifies a granary. Burda 
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| This place is defended.on the land fide by 
aditch and palliſadoes; and is always, in 
troubleſome times, garriſoned by a thouſand 
horſe and a thouſand foot. In the year 
1743, it was four times attacked by the Ma- 
barattors, under Boſchar Pundit and Alibeg, 
who were as often repulſed—lIt is a place of 
ſuch importance to the Soubah, that the 
command of the garriſon is always beſtowed 
on the molt experienced and truſt worthy 
officer he has in his ſervice : the whole of 
is revenues being uſually valued, in peace- 
able times, at thirty lac per Annum. In the 
beginning of the year 1750, it was again 
atacked by the Mabarattors; taken and 
plundered of an immenſe booty. 


North-Weſt of Fort William, and about 
three days and a half diſtant, lie the lands 
of Rab Tilluck , Chund, extending twelve 
days travel, The ſtipulated rents of theſe _ 
lands are thirty-two lac per Annum; but 
their real produce and value, from eighty 
he to one khorore. This is the principal 
of the three diſtricts, ceded in perretuity to 
the company, by the treaty with Cofim Alt 
Khan, in the year 1760. 


The principal towns of this di rict are 
burawan, Kirfy, Radnagore, Dervangunge 
2 | and 


= 3 inc 
and Balliꝶiſſagur; theſe ſupply the Eaſ H. More 
dia companies with the following ſortmens Hab 
of piece goods, viz. doorcas, terrandam;, 
cuttanies, ſooſies, ſoot romaals, gurras, ſeſ. T] 
terſoys, ſanton coupees, cherriderries, chi, WM. che 
cuſtas and dooſoota's. The capital, Burd- g 
wan, may be properly called the center of 
the trade of the provinces. In tranquil 
times, this place afforded an annual large 
vend for the valuable ſtaples of lead, cop- 
per, broad cloth, tin, pepper, and toots- 
nague. The Puggiab merchants from Delly NNortl 
and Agra, reſorted yearly to this great amily 
mart ; and would again, if peace was eſtab⸗ 
liſhed in the country :!_—they purchaſed W;1cer 
the above ſtaples, either without money; or Wknnua] 
in barter for opium, tincal, ſalt petre and Ne; b 
horfes. : lon, h 


This diſtrict produces raw-filk and co- 
poſs, ſufficient only for manufacturing their ny er 
ſoofies, cuttanees and gurras.---The leſſer Mappen 
tovvns manufacture other inferior ſortments WMoyern: 
\ of cloth, as ſeerbunds, gollabunds, ©&:.—— Whore t. 
A; it produces grain, equal to the conſumption {diane 
of the people only. | be dan 
— 5 TE man. 
Burdumaan (the proper name of the di-Mhuen: a 
trict) is high; better peopled, and better ¶frontier 


cultivated than any part of the three pro- 
| = 1 | Vvinces. 


— 


( 197 ) 


Maharattors; as before recited. 


The family of this Rajah farmed lands 
o the amount of four lac per Annum, con- 
jguous to the bounds of Calcutta; and had 
> palace at Beallab, about ſeven miles South 
f it the fort of Buzbudjee, on the Ganges, 
nas alſo their property. -=-_ 5 


To the Weſt of Burdwan, ſomething 


amily of Rajab Gopaul Sing, of the Raaz- 


Iixteen days travel; this diſtrict produces an 
annual revenue of between thirty and forty 
ac; but from the happineſs of their ſitua- 
lon, he is perhaps the moſt independant 
Rajah of Indo//an ; having it always in his 
wer to overflow his country, and drown 
ny enemy that comes againſt him: as 
appened at the beginning of Soujab Khan's 
overnment ; who ſent a ſtrong body of 
lorſe to reduce him: theſe he ſuffered to 
advance far into his country; then opening 
be dams of the rivers he deſtroyed them to 
man. This action diſcouraged any ſubſe- 
quent attempts to reduce him but if the 
ontiers of the diſtrict were fo inveſted, as 
| G4 to 


— 


inces. Bleſſings! that cauſed it every year, 
more particularly, to become a prey to the 


Northerly, lie the lands belonging to the 


wt Bramin tribe. They poſſeſs an extent of 
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country, which might eaſily be done; h: 


bute of twenty lac per Annum. As it is; he 
can hardly. be ſaid to acknowledge ay 
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to prevent the exit of the merchandize of hi 


gati! 
rece 
guar 
beha 
and 
are 7 
the! 


regu 


would be preſently brought to obediznce; 
and would be glad to compound for a tri. 


allegiance to the Mogul or Soubah; fone 
years deigning to ſend to him an acknoy; 
ledgement, by way of ſalaamy (or preſent 
of 15,000 rupees ; ſometimes 20,000; an 


ſome years not any thing at all ; as he hap Ir 
pens to be diſpoſed. E --\'4." 7, 
| 0 | ſuffe 
But in truth, it would be almoſt cruei em 

to moleit theſe happy peop'e; for in thi * 
diſtrict, are the only veſtiges of the be-uH Pe 
purity, piety, regularity, equity and {tri place 
neſs of the ancient Iadoſian goverumen f 7 f 
Here the property, as well as the liberyc If an 
the people, are inviolate. Here, no robberi ſtanc 
are heard of, either private or public: th the f 
traveller, either with, or without mercha Next 

_ dize, on his entering this dig rict, becom due 
the immediate care of the government Whic 
which allots him guards without any ex ame 
pence, to conduct him from ſtage to ſtę T1 
and theſe are accountable for the fafety an Thr: 
accommodation of his perſon and effects- hh 
At the end of the firſt ſtage, he is deliver . | 
over, with certain benevolent formalities, y tl 
F - 1 vord] 
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the guards of the next; who after interro- 


received m his journey, diſmiſs the firſt 
guard with a written certificate of their 


and his effects: which certificate or receipt 
ate returnable to the commanding officer of 
the firſt ſtage; who regiſters the ſame, and 
regularly reports it to the Rajah. 


In this form, the traveller is paſſed through 
the country; and if he only pay/cs, he is not 
ſuffered to be at any expence for food, ac- 
commodation, or carriage for hi merchan- 
dize or baggage. But it is otherwiſe, if he 
is permitted to make any refidence in one 
place above three days; unleſs occaſioned 
by fickneſs, or any unavoidable accident.--- 
If any thing 1s loſt in this diſtrict; for in- 
ſtance, a bag of money or other valuable; 
the perſon who finds it, hangs it upon the 
next tree, and gives notice to the neareſt 
Chowkey or place of guard; the officer of 
which, orders iinmediate publication of tne 
ſame by beat of tomtom, or drum. | 


There are in this precinct, no leſs than 
three hundred and ſixty conſiderable Pago- 


by this Rajah aud his an eitors.—— The 


worſhip of the cow is keie Carried to 19 
O 11 great 


geting the traveller, as to the uſage he had 


behaviour, and a receipt for the traveller 
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da's or places of public worſhip ; er: Et. d 


— ———— a want — 


of the people, to remain on the ſpot, wherg 
they firſt heard the publication of the ac. Nat of 


lie the territories of Buddeir Jamma Khan, 


and Prince of Bierbobeen. | 
 Mahommedan family, originally crept fs yg, 
among the Hind Rajabs, we never could 
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great an extreme; that if that animal meey 
with a violent death, the city, or village, 
to which it belonged, goes into a genen 
mourning and faſt, for three days ; and al 
are obliged, from the Rajah to the meaneſ 


cident ; and are employed, during that ſpace, d 
in performing various expiations, as dire&- ing de 
ed in the Shaſtab. But more of this under Y 
a ſubſequent general head. . 


Biſnapore, the capital, and chief reſidene Ii vel 
of the Rajah, and which gives a name to the Hndize 
whole diſtrict, is alſo the chief ſeat of trade. Wiſh as f. 


The produce of the country conſiſt of (hal Whernm 
. timbers (a wood equal in quality to the beſt 


of our oak) dammer lacca's, an inferior ſort- 
ment of raw-filk———and copoſs and grad, 
ſufficient only for their conſumption: it is Miſes ca 
from this diſtrict that the Eaſt India Com. Ny, b. 
panies are chiefly ſupplied with the article of 

ſhell lacca. OE | 


North-Weſt of Biſapore, contiguouwMl cents 


ſon and ſucceſſor to Aſtoola Khan, a Mogul, | 
How this F; fr 


learn 
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arm with any preciſion; but think it pro- 
ded from it's importance to the Mogul 
ernment ; as being the paſs into Bengal, 
om which moſt danger of invaders was 
be apprehended ; and therefore the Em- 
ror judged it expedient to have the govern- 
ent of this paſs in the hands of a Mahom- 
een Prince: the conquered Rajahs not 
ing deemed truſt worthy. 


The lands formerly poſſeſſed by this fa- 
y, equalled in extent thoſe of Biſuapore; 
| yielded nearly the ſame articles of mer- 
andize, and about the ſame revenue: 
as ſoon as Aliverdi Khan uſurped the 
ernment of the Soubahſhip, he diveſted 

$ Rajah (for ſo he is commonly called) 
a great part of his country, and other- 
ys oppreſſed him ; which he had after- 
ds caule to repent, as we have before 
vn, but notwithſtanding that, he remain- 
ned at ten lac per Annum. 


Ide fertile part of his country is in 
center of the Bierbobeen mountains, 
Chief reſidence is the fortreſs of Nagur ; 
his principal town of trade, is Num- 
on; from whence the Eaſt India Com- 
6s uſually. had the greateſt part of their 
ks provided : but the Mabarattor inva- 

| 1 


the lands, in the province of Bengal 
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fion occaſioned, in a great meaſure, th 

branch of trade to be transferred to the toy 
of Cutwab. Nod 


North Eaſt of Calcutta, diſtant aba 
three days journey, lies Kiſſnagur; the ft 
and capital of Rajah Kiſſen Chund. Hey 
feſfes a tract of country of about tue 
days journey; and is taxed at nine Lac 


annum; though his revenues excced tw Huf. 
five Lac. His principal towns are Sant and 
Nuddeab, Bouren, &c. where.multmulls Me are 
ſaes, and cotton yarn are manufactured 

the Europe markets: the country pro vnd 


copoſs and grain, but not ſufficient for 
portation. e 8 


The revenues of the city of Dacca (0 
the capital of Bengal) at a low eſtima 
amount annually to two Khorore ; prot 
ing from cuſtoms and duties levied on ci 
grain, oil, ghee, beetlenut, chank- metals 
and tobacco, &c. E 5 


The foregoing inſtances of the va 


held by the R jahs, ſhall ſuffice ; wil 
our particulariſing thoſe held by the Z 
dars, ſcattered through the province: 
of whom are very conſiderable land-00 


| | ( 293) 
heſe are generally taxed nearer the real va- 
e of their lands, than thoſe which are held 


the Rajahs:”. 


Time prefles, and will not permit us to 


er minutely into a detail of the other 


anches of the revenues of this opulent 
buntry, in times of ſettled peace; a bare 
ention of the principal remaining ſources 
Il fully and amply juſtify the point we aim 
and ſhew the vaſt importance of the ſtake 
e are puſhing for. . | 


Under this head are the revenues of the 


of Patna, and thoſe of the province of 
abar—the government of Purnea, a rich 


ſabohſeiy— the revenues of the capital of 
lrſhadabad ; the city of Rajabmbhol ; the 
ns and diſtricts of Cofſimbuzar, Cutwabh, 
ercha, Buxbunder, Azimgunge, Filingbee, 
ker Gunge, Rajapore ; ſeveral petty Na- 
hips and Fow/daarys, &c. &c. &c. 


e governments and diſtricts of Midnapore, 


d Chitygongh, already ceded to us by the 
ty of 1760 —and the Purgunnahs ceded 
the treaty 1757, all held by a moſt pre- 
ous tenure, whilſt this war with the go- 
mment ſubſiſts. 7 i | 


We make no account of the province of 
ſa, uſually eſtimated at one Khorore 
* and 
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and a half, becauſe it is a moot point, whe. 
ther the Emperor will engage in any equi 
valent plan of ſatisfaction for the Mahar: 
tors evacuating it. Be this as it may, if oy 
general ſcheme ſucceeds, it would be work 
eur while to attempt the getting rid of they 
by fair means, as this province is greny 
improvable, and conſtitutes a neceſſary fron 
tier barrier to Bengal on the South, We 
ſay nothing neither of the Jaggbier lan 
which are not taken into our eſtimat 
though theſe are objects may be worth 
future conſideration, 
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To ſum up the whole, we venture 
ſtake our credit and veracity on the aſe 
tion, that the two provinces of Bengal at 

| Bahar, will fully yield a revenue of cu 
Khorare per annum, or 13,750,000 pount 
ſterling—if it yields this under a deſpat 
and tyrannic government, in times of pen 
and currency of trade, what may ue n 
more expect from it's improvements, urch 

a mild and Britiſh one? We beg leave 
repeat, by way of concluſion, that 


If we ſhould ſucceed in the attemf 
great and glorious will be the Britiſh nad 
in thoſe parts; and immenſe the gain to 


_—nothil 


- company and nation—if we fail 
l renal 


ö 

ans, but to obtain a laſting peace on al- 
oft any terms —for if this war continues 
ch longer, on the preſent ineffectual and 
penſive footing, the company, as a com- 
py, cannot poſſibly ſupport it; and there- 
e they muſt be reduced to the neceſſity of 
lying to our own government, for more 
werful and potent aids then they hither- 
have been indulged and favored with; 
ugh this has, we confeſs, been pretty con- 
rable already. What right we have (I 
ak as a proprietor) to claim or expect 
re—we leave to be reſolved by our ho- 
able rulers. 


ith the above obvious concluſion, we 

ſe this our third general head, and it 
of our work; and ſhall proceed to the 
uſon of our remaining five general 
bs, in a ſecond part, as ſpeedily as leiſure 
opportunity will permit, 


POs TSCKHATIPT. 


laring received intimation that a cer- 
party intended -again to make application 
rlament, for an act to lay the ſplitting 
alt India ſtock under ſome reſtrictions; 
having ſeriouſly conſidered this ſubject 
we think, a new point of view; we 
beg 


| ._ Ce") - 

beg leave to be heard a few words 1d 

tive to this matter; and a few more, touch 

ing the preſent mode of governing this con 
pany. 

It is extraordinary that in the courſe 

ſo much altercation before the general cy 


tion, laſt year, on the propriety or ing 
priety of ſplitting ſtock ; two obvious conl 
derations ſhould not (as we remember) h 
been ever urged in defence of this prafiig 
which, if duly weighed, we humbly in 
gine would determine parliament to « 
countenance, and throw out, any bill brow 
before them for the above-mentioned p 
pole. 


That both parties, in the laſt year's d 
tion, benefited themſelves by tl. pradi 
is inconteſtable; notwithſtanding the 
aſſertion and fallacious reaſoning on one ft 
and the unmaſked bypocriſy of ther d 
prion Verax. 


It was aſſerted, © that neither the ſt 
holder could {plit nor transfer, nof 
transfer accept and vote, coplitk 
« with a good conſcience as a chriſtian 
« an honeſt man. To examine the | 
dation of this heavy charge, let us ©} 


ſit 
CO 


Prieto! 
refore 
d ſubfj 
ered kc 
prietor 
ence 

on 
ſs, ade 
this ye 


tuation of every Eaſt India proprietbr on 
common plan of voting, at general courts 
general elections. 


The proprietor who holds 50,000 J. ori- 
al ſtock, and he who holds 500 J. are, 
hing the government of this company, 
on an equal footing. Strange! that a re- 
ation ſo repugnant to equity and the na- 
of things, ſhould have ſo long ſubſiſted 
hout amendment. 


The attachment and attention, which every 
vidual owes to the particular communi- 
he belongs to, will, nay, muſt be in 
portion to the ſpecific concern and part 
holds therein: therefore the proprie- 
who holds only 500. ſtock, will be 
attached and attentive, and more lable 
e ſwayed and influenced to join in bad 
ures with deſigning men, than the 
prietor who holds 50,000 J. ſtock. — 
refore whilſt this inconſiſtent regula- 
ſubſiſts, and the letter of it is ſtrictly 
red to, what remedy or means has the 
prietor of 80,000 J. ſtock, to obtain an 
hence in the government of this com- 
y on any critical emergency in their 
ſs, adequate to his concern and riſque, 
this very method of ſplitting and divid- 
ing 
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ing his ftock ? conſequently, every atem 
0 Proven him of this 921 Rib . 
beyond doubt, moſt unjuſt; and may ot 

to the deſtruction of the company, if HN Di 
ſhould ever fall into the hands of à f 
ſg ng, felf-intereſted, and wicked ſet ror 
directors. e 


To refute the charge of difhoneſty in Mete 
action itſelf, we need only conſider it Hin h 
compariſon with a tranfaction much mi 
common; yet, we conceive, ſtrictly inifoun 

= | | gain 
A. borrows 500 J. of B. on note of H on 
payable in any ſtipulated time; — wil -In 
man be hardy enough to fay, that oo! 
money is not the property of A. to all either 
tents and purpoſes, during the time of piii bu 
fion ? —and could not A. conſcientiouſſ ſms 
honeſtly ſwear it was. ſo ? where thin hi. 
the eſſential difference between borronhif the o 
500 J. caſh, or 500 J. ſtock ?—/ra plc 
tell you (though he laughs in his flee 
the ſame time) © that A. borrows To 
& 500 J. caſh to convert it to his own Wi. omp: 
« vate occaſions : but that the ſtock Wi © 
te and transferred to A. is the conſequent preſen 
te. private compact and colluſion beti cut 
« A, and B. to enable and quality a mk 

4 | 
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WS votc on that fide of the queſtion A. is to 
point out to him. Be it ſo—yet the 


teh 
ndividual 5007. ſtock becomes the property 
f A. it has every eſſential of property, that 
roperty can have annexed to it he can 


t 0 


n any manner | he- pleaſes; and though he 
letermiines to hold it, yet it remains totally 


ow his vote, (as a certain party we believe 
ound the laſt election, to their great diſ- 
pppointment' and diſgrace.) Verax will 
pain tell you, there is a counter obliga- 
tion for A's replacing this individual ſtock. 
-In like manner A. is obliged to repay his 
cool. caſh, and take up his note; if in 
either caſe he fails, B. bas his remedy at law 
---but A. may moſt truely ſwear either to be 
bona fide his property, whilſt they continue 


in his poſſeſſion; tho' he is accountable in 


replacing. 


Touching the mode of governing this 
company, we beg leave to ſay, it never 
was, nor ever can be well geverned on it's 
preſent inſtitution.--- Would you have your 
court of directors reſpectable? reduce thęir 
number to fourteen; raiſe the qualification 
P fer 


moment B. transfers, and A. accepts, this 


all, diſpoſe of, give it away, and expend it 


in his own breaſt on which fide he will be- 


the one caſe for payment, and the other for 


4 210 ) | 
for a director to :10,000//. original fig 


and their falaries to 600 J. per annum. 0 
this plan, the direction of your affairs woll | 
become an object worthy of being coum s | 
by men of the moſt diſtinguiſhed characte 
abilities, and property: which the preſent gu 
importance of this company loudiy calls to To | 
at their head---men who would not h 
ſhackled by their neceſſary attention to the 
on little concerns; and thereby, obliged 
abandon thoſe of the company to the ct 
duct and diſpoſal of one, two, or three men 
bers of their body; which unhappily Ik 
been the fate of this company from it's | 
inſtitution. 
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To HENRY CRABB BOULTON, Eſq; 


Ci a 4 1 R M. A. N. 


| AND THE REST OF THE GENTLEMEN 


t preſent in bhe en of the Affairs of the 
Eaſt- India Company. 


GENTLEMEN, _ | 
E many years I reſided in India; the 
many offices I bore in the Company's ſer- 
ice; the natural bent of my genius to obſerva- 
jon and inquiry, and the various occaſions that 
uled forth a particular exertion of it, with the 
ruits of all thoſe taken together, having been, 
every interval of leiſure and retirement, the 
Þubjc& of much meditation and recollection; I 
ave been induced to give to the Public my 
oughts on the affairs of that Country in gene- 
„ and of Bengall (with which J am beſt ac- 
Junted) in particular. My intention was ſurely 
audable from its utility to you, to your Conſti- 
vents, and my country; I ſay, for this reaſon 
ly intention was laudable, whatever defects 
gt be in the execution. 


*P 2 I was 
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I was very conſcious of the difficulty of e 
undertaking, and not Jeſs fo, that there wer * 
many gentlemen, who had merited and raiſed u i 
themſelves both honours and fortunes in the fe. | 
vice, more able to have performed ſuch a tak 
Vet ſeeing their neglect, and well knowing thi 
the greateſt capacity, the moſt unwearied dil- 
gente in a Board of Directors, could never ſup 
ply them with thoſe lights, which experience on 
ly can furniſh, or open to them the large a bo 
extenſive views ſo requilite to perſons in their (iſh, by 
tion; I judged it expedient, or rather a duty Wie... 
cumbent on me, to make an offering to you ac; 
the Public of that knowledge, which with u | 
cealing diligence I had laboured to obtain, an 
not ſuffer it ro become altogether uſeleſs, by b 
ing buried in oblivion : More eſpecially, as ti 
critical conjuncture of your affairs in India {tem 
ed to call aloud for every aſſiſtance of the kin of no 
for the better information of you, Gentleme ble! 
who are intruſted with the intereſts of the vba om en 
body of the Proprietors 5 and not of them oni om w. 
but alſo with the intereſt the Nation in gene hporta 
has, and muſt always have, in her commerce a, a 
the Zaft- Indies, . > well 
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Theſe and theſe only were my motives to ti dual 


work I publiſhed in Auguſt laſt. I leave you Bl. tim 

judge, Gentlemen, how great my ſurprize a 3 
chagtin at being informed it has been privat li the f 

inſinuated to you (and probably ſome of you nder v. 

opinions influenced to believe) that in the el 4 Gs 

mate I have there given, the value of the I oo 
provinces of Bengall, is highly exaggerated tent 

much beyond the truth. a 

thong 
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ticularly addreſſed to you, yet as J had given 


"ct. the Public, I might reaſonably have expec- 
dußz if any one was better informed, or doubted 
ſer olauſible grounds the authenticity of my com- 
on, it would have been publickly impeach- 


and an opportunity afforded me thereby of 


grounds on which it is formed. 


ho by giving me - timely intelligence of choſe 
ſouations, have put it into my power to do my- 


ence, to do Juſtice to the ſubje&, by giving 
bu ſuch further information, as may remove 
ery ſhadow of objection, and leave you tho- 
ughly perſuaded of the truth of what I have 
erced to you and the Public; for although it 
of no great moment to me, to you, or the 


om envy, ſelf-intereſt, or perſonal malevolence; 


hportance to the welfare of the Eaſt- India Com- 
any, and to the intereſt of the Nation in general, 
well as in juſtice to my veracity, that by a 
Wecdy diſcuſſion their fatal tendency may be ef- 
ually removed. I beg leave to add, that at- 
bs time it is particularly neceſſary that all undue 
uence ſhould be eraſed from your minds, as it 
the ſeaſon when Bengell affairs come in courſe 
nder your immediate inſpection ; allow me there- 
Ire to preſume there is great propriety (as my 
art aſſures me there is great ſincerity) in my 
reſent addreſs. | | 1 


1 2 By 
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Although my Chapter on this ſubject was more 


ndicating its truth, by laying before the Public 
| bold myſelf much obliged to thoſe friends, 


f iuſtice, and which is of far greater conſe- 


ublic to inquire, whether thoſe inſinuations aroſe 


om whatever ſource they flowed, it is of great 
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By dedicating the Chapter in queſtion, rea 


ig the revenues, more particularly to you, I a 


pealed as it were to you, who have in your han 
- vouchers, that by parity of reaſoning (as will 
ſhewn hereafter) would confirm my aſſertion, an 
thereby as I thought made it unneceſſary toe 
ter minutely into thoſe proofs in ſupport of i 
which a bare ip/e dixit in an addreſs to the Pub 
lic might have required. Without referring 
ſuch evidence, might I not reaſonably hope & 
have had credit for my aſſertion with you, a 
was conſcious you very well knew that none 
th: Company's ſervants had ever applied wit 
more diligence to this branch of your concerns 
or met with more (if fo many) repeated opport 
nities of proſecuting ſuch inquiries : I entered 
them early, I took my informations from tho 
who were the beſt verſed in theſe matters; I 
boured hard to obtain intelligence of this ſo 
long before there was the leaſt probability of u 
making uſe of that intelligence in a practical a 
and afterwards my duty Jed me to verify mal 
points relating to the ſubject, by the une 
light of experience; and the more my ep 
ence, the fuller were the evidences, and tl 
ſtronger my conviction of the juſtreſs of that 
telligence I had acquired. Might I not then! 
tionally preſume, under a full and firm con 
tion, that what ] was writing was thorough 
well founded, (which could alone have prompt 
me to a taſk, to which I was not otherwiſe call 
that I might make the off: ring to you and | 
Public, without apprehenſion of any 1p 
ment of its veracity, but on the cleareſt ard i 
eſt evidence; as a conſiderable Proper? 
„ 2 | | Nils 


OS 


rev1OL 
emen, 


On a 


ill 
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Wight have an intereſt in giving you juſt infor- il 
uon; I could have none in miſleading; you. | lil 
1 | f Ve lk 
| The only method of leading us to the truth, 1 


at the ſubject will admit, is reaſoning by ana- 1 
xy from thoſe things of which we are molt 


111 
rain, to thoſe of a like nature, in regard to 11414 
b hich we wiſh to be certain. This then is the WH 
od 1 ſhall purſue, and J hope and will en- "1 
h eavour to do it, with as much accuracy and | | 
 icrſpicuity: as yqu can reaſonably expect. Theſe "ar 


« Mrcvious points being ſettled, we will now, Gen- 
emen, proceed to the buſineſs. „Ni? 


wk as we 3 4 


— — — — — 


on a candid and attentive peruſal of my third 
hapter, it will be obvious from the whole te- 
vf of it, that it is calculated to excite you to 
tempt the poſſeſſion of this country, in truſt on! 
Ir the Emperor, and thereby put a period to a 
ruftive and inadequate war; but can you 
agine J excite you to this from the conſidera- 

n of the worth of theſe Provinces, according 

the rates ſtanding upon the King's books? no, 

ls from the conſidei ation of their. real value, 

d actual produce; and the farther conſidera- 

dn of how much this produce would certainly be 
Kreaſed under an Engliſh Soubah. 
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You have been told, Gentlemen, (or my in- | 
Imation is wrong) that the revenues of Bengall 114 
ated on the King's books under three kho- 1} 
re of Sicca rupees: If it is ſaid, the rents of 
tlands are ſo rated, you have been told the 
li; theſe only go into the Royal Treaſury, 
Id to the beſt of my remembrance are rated at 
P 4 two 
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two khorore, ſeventy-five, or ſeventy-ſix ln, 
and ſome odd thouſands. + Should this inforng 
tion (without looking further) be taken a; 
proof of my exaggeration, when my eſtimate ix; 
preſly includes the rents of the lands, and th 
revenues arifing' from their produce? which | 
have eſtimated conjunctly at eleven khorore; a 
now proceed to the proof, refting it upon why 
thoſc who are converſant in your affairs in If 
will admit to be an indiſputable fact, that it 
lands throughout the provinces, bear nearly 
proportional value to each other. 8 


I cannot with any preciſion charge my meme 
ry (having none of my papers with me) as U 
what the lands of the Company's original zem 
dary Calcutta ſtood rated in the King's books; i 
is enough for my purpoſe, that you and [I kN 
they and the revenues ariſing from them, ia 
many years after the Company was inveſted wil 
them, ſcarcely yielded a net profit that recon 
penſed the expences of collecting them. In pn 
ceſs of time, as their ſervants became better at 
quainted with the nature of them, they becan 
an object more and more worthy of attention 
and being divided into ſmall farms, ſoon pt 
duced a net annual revenue from twenty to tue 
ty- five thouſand rupees; as the knowledge © 
their nature and value increaſed, ſo did the rei 
and farms; until they brought in a net revel 
of near forty thouſand rupees per annum. Ht 
they ſeemed to be at their xe plus ultra; thou 
the tenants were daily | increaſing, and the and 
grew more fully occupied and cultivated z cont 
quently their produce, and the conſumption 
PSS > 7 . 13 8 8 . a q 


427. | 
at produce, enlarged ; which rationally indi- 
ted there ſhould have been an increaſe of the 


is and revenues. 
To 4 | „ a | ; | + | 
te This not being the caſe, the Gentlemen then 


made in the office; and upon an average 
ken of the net proceeds for 'fifteen years pre- 
ling the year 1752, they appeared to have 

toduced the Company barely thirty-nine thou- 
ad rupees per annum. In conſequence of vari- 
us reforms and the detection of glaring frauds, 


ublic and unbiaſſed ſale, to the higheſt bidder. 
d though ſix, by order of the then Court of 
reors, were aboliſhed, as grievous and op- 


uced at the cloſe of this year, net ſeventy- 
Iree thouſand rupees; at the cloſe of the ſecond, 
e lac, and thirteen thouſand ; at the cloſe of 
te third, one lac and fourteen thouſand ; and 
ould at the cloſe of the fourth year, to demon- 
ation, have produced one lac, and twenty thou- 
nd; and from the nature of the thing, would 
ve gone on annually increaſing. | 


dec to the Company by the treaty of 1757, 


and twenty-two thouſand rupees. Theſe 


ned in hand on the Company's account, un- 


don Mr. Frankland, whoſe activity, abilities, 


and 


je farms for the firſt time were put up to a 


refſive to the tenants, yet theſe very lands pro- 


The lands of the twenty-four Purgunnahs, 


ch ſubſequently. became Colonel Clive's jagg- 
er; were rated on the King's books at two 


nds were, for the ſpace of ſixteen months, re- 


the inſpection and ſuperintendence of a col- 
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and integrity, in the execution of that truſt, ig 
unimpeached. But the Company's agents find. 
ing that by that method they ſhould never arriys 
at the knowledge of the real value of the 
lands; determined to divide them into fifteen 
lar ms, and put chem up to public ſale, refer. 
ing the royalties in their own hands, from a 
apprehenſion the farmers, by being inveſted with 
them, might have it in their power to oppre 
the tenants. This reſolution was carried int 
execution, I think, in Fuly 1759, and the fm 
ler for the term of three years; when thoſe ven 
lands which had produced for ſixteen month 
only three lac, eighty four thouſand rupees, (al 
at this uubiaſſed ſale for ſeven lac, ſixty-five tho 

fand Sicca rupees, per annum, excluſive of th 
royalties : and thirteen at leaſt, of the fifteen pu 
chaſcrs,. to my knowledge, were annual gaine 

by their bargains. In bidding to keep up tu 
of the farms to what I had reaſon to think ma 
their value, they fell upon my hands: as I ha 
not lciſure to ſuperintend them myſelf, I diſpoſe 
of them a few days after, for an advance of fi 

thouſand Sicca ruptes, per annum, during the ten 

of my leaſe. 1 only mention this as a corrobom 

ing proof of my laſt aſſertion. 


What the Purgunnahs produced at their ſecot 
ſale, you, Gentlemen, know beiter than | 
before the expiration of the term of their firſt le 
I had ihe honour to be recalled. 


4 


8 To particularize every inſtance that might! 
brought in proof, or rather juſtification of 


general eſlimate, would be to protract this 4 


1 


clufiv 
calc 
ces h 
e, fe 
0 dedi 
Which 
uſua 


Norore 
Dich ar 


j mak 


Thoug 


bd wf 


(219.2) 

res to a tedious length: thoſe already pro- 
uced, afford full evidence, that the revenues of 
e lands arg very nearly in a quadruple propor- 
on to the rents of them; and that ſo far from 
ring exaggerated, I have rather depreciated the 
and intrinſic value of theſe provinces; eſpe- 
ally when it is remembered, that my eſtimate is 
rawn excluſive of the royalties, which alone 
ea very conſiderable revenue; and alſo that I 
ave made no account of the many Jagghiers, 
jr of the immenſe tracts of Burmuttu lands, (fo 
lled for being ſer apart for the ſupport of the 
ramins) nor of many other poſſeſſions which 
y no rents; in the grants and inveſtitures of 
hich, there are more frauds and colluſions prac- 
d, than in every other branch of the revenues. 
om a ſcrutiny into theſe, a new and confider- 
le income would ariſe, that has hitherto never 

nd its way, either into the royal treaſury, or 

the Soubah's coffers. 


| repeat. then, and inſiſt on my eſtimate, that 
cluſive of the royalties, upon an obvious and 
r calculation, the whole lands of the three pro- 
ces have never yielded leſs than eleven kho- 
e, forty thouſand Sicca rupees, per annum; 
d deducting for Oriſſa one khorore and a half, 
wich the lands and revenues of that province 
vſually eſtimated, there will remain nire 
Irore and a half for Bengall and Bahar, to 
dich annex the royalties, and they will more 
i make good the above deduction for Oriſſa. 


Though J have in my general eſtimate, con- 
W myſelf to the conſideration of the known 
| and 
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and eſtabliſhed rents and revenues of the pro. 
vinces, yet the extra items ſpecified above, 10 
leſs conſtitute à part of their value; and though 
thoſe items have for a long courſe of years beeg 


concealed and embezzled from the government, 
that is no reaſon why they may not in future be 
brought to account by a Britiſh Soubah at the 
head of it; an event which | will till hope is , . 
far diſtant. N 


Whoever attempts to depreciate this object a 
this juncture, can be no friend to. you, your con 
ſtituents, or his country; and ſhould ſeem moy 
ed only by private views to prolang a war, thi 
can benefit none, but the principal actors in | 
If it has been inſinuated to you, that the po ait 
vinces of Bengall are not alone worthy your pol 
ſeſſion; you are now, I truſt, fully convinced 
the contrary ; and will ſee the neceſſity of puttin raid 
a ſtop at laſt to the ſtrides, your ſervants ay 23, 
daily making towards acquiſitions, which can þ 
poſſibly be maintained: the provinces of Bent i ben 
you may maintain and defend, upon the plan. yer 
have preſumed already to hint to you. I ep! 
further communicate a few anecdotes relative ud ©. 
the lands and revenues of this country, and d him je 
has HH HS 46 Winces, 


ate he 
Ipulati 


The rents of the lands are the property of WW T1. en 
Emperor. In conſequence of which he ie per ] 
royal Dewan, in every Soubahdaary, who oa tro 
to be accountable to the royal treaſury for | ige the | 
whole amount of the rents, as rated upon Mage 
King's books: but as there is always a go | DIET: 
derſtanding between the Dewan and the * Chout 


4 | 
hey never are at a loſs in pretending reaſons for 
c rents falling ſhort, though the whole is ſtrictly 
id fully collected. What is diverted from the 
opal treaſury, is divided between the Dewan and 
e Soubah, of which the latter always takes the 
on's ſhare. | | 


Though the amount of the rents of the lands 
near three khorore per annum; yet the higheſt 
pulation made with the Emperor was that 


c, one thouſand, one hundred, and one rupee, 
the Soubah Soujah Khan: and this was re- 
ularly tranſmitted to the royal treaſury, until 
e uſurpat ion of Aliverdi. He, on pretence of 


ae he himſelf had brought them) made a new 
ulation of fifty-two lac per annum; to which 
paid no regard longer than the Vizir Monſoor 
i Khan's army was within a few days march 
Patna, A. D. 1750, nor has the royal trea- 
ry benefited a rupee from theſe provinces ſince 
at period. This I mention, or ſhould rather 
tepeat, to ſhow how gladly the Emperor 
dd embrace any overture that would inſure 
lum annually one-third of the rents of theſe 
yinces, 


The eſtabliſhed ground rent is three Sicca ru- 
$ per Begah (about one third of an Engliſh 
ſe) throughout the empire; but Aiverdi Khan 
We the firſt innovation in this eſtabliſhed law, 
dalſeſſed the land four annas Sicca, or a quar- 


the 


entioned in another place, of one khorore, one 


e diltreſſes of the provinces (to which diſtreſſed 


jkr rupee upon each Begab, on pretence of 
Chout paid to the Maharattors, and raiſed 
5 As 


= 
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the rents of the Rajahs and Zemindaars in thy 
proportion; theſe had no other means of rein 
burſing themſelves, but levying it upon the fx. 
mers, and they again on the tenants. Subſequenh 
the lands were on various pretended exigencic 
at different periods, aſſeſſed to 10-16ths of 21 
pee, though every additional tax on land, aby 
three Sicca rupees per annum, is Contrary to th 
ſtanding law of the empire; which until Au 
uſurpation, had been held ſacred, and inviolab 
In the year 1732, your Governor and Cound 
had in agitation the railing the rents of you 
own Zemindary of Calcutta; which being 

moured abroad they received a peremptory Pd 
wannah, from the Soubah, forbidding them; i 
which the Soubah told them, that they wal 
preſuming to do a thing, which he himſelf hu 
not power to do; and that if they perſiſted, 1 
would, by the laws cf the empire, forfeit tit 

lands. | | | | 


Frauds throughout the empire in letting tal 
lands, are manifold : for inſtance : The Rd 
and Zemindaars, by private compact with fi 
- Soubah's officers, who are charged with the n 
nagement of this department, obtain more lat 
than by their Synods (or grants, which are co 
monly called Pottahs) appear, and conſcquel 
pay no rent to the king for the ſurplus in 
The ſame artifice is practiſed between the | 
wans of the Rajahs and Zemindaars, and 6 
Iardaars or farmers; and the tenants, or WG 
mon Pottahholders under them, by bribing * 
officers of the Jummah Bundi, and thoſe in 
ed with the meaſurements of the lands, thats 
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y enjoy among them the benefit of the ur- 
us land; and 1 may juſtly aver, there is not a 
nant. in Indoſtan, but poſſefles and occupies a 
ater quantity of land, than his Pottah ex- 
eſſes, or than he pays rent for: Conſequently, 
is the tenant that ultimately enjoys the bene- 
; of the ſurplus land, thus gained by corrup- 
an, from the Soubah's Miniſters, while the 
ing ſpecifically ſuffers in his rents. It extreme- 
well anſwers the tenant's purpoſe, to poſſeſs, 
he can by a ſmall bribe, more land than he 
ws for, becauſe himſelf and his heirs enjoy the 
olt of it in perpetuity ; ſince, by a funda- 
ntal law of the empire, their Pottahs are irre- 
cable, as long as they pay the rent, rated in 


the laws of Indaſtan in this particular, that no 
ant forfeits his land, before he has failed in his 
yments for twelve months; though the land- 
= by th ſame laws, is to be paid every three 

dnt | 


This method of ſecreting or purloining the 
d from the King and the Soubah, has been 
Kiſed time out of mind; and it is quite in 
Int, to mention a flagrant inſtance that appear- 
in the year 17533 when in conſequence of 
general ſcrutiny, made by your order in your 
nindary Calcutta, it was demonſtrated that 
your ſmall diſtri, upon a favourable new 
lurement of your land, there were near five 
dated Begah ſecreted in this way, and fraudu- 
ly enjoyed, by your tenants, for which you 
} received no ground rent from your being 

led with the Zemindary ; of this you may 
be 


em reſpectively; and ſo tender and indulgert - 


3 9 
be convinced by turning to your Jummat; U 
df, or regiſter of your lands ſubſequently by ail 
tranſmitted to you. As you, Gentlemen, uni 
by that meaſurement gained five hundred R 
of ground, upon a poſſeſſion only of fix thy 
ſand two hundred; you may judge from then 
what an wen 1 additional revenue wal 
ariſe to you, when Soubah of the provinces, fu 
a new (though favourable) meaſurement of 
whole lands. | 0 


When the revenues, ariſing from the la 
of this country are retained in the proptien 
hands (that is, not farmed out) one univerl 
chain of roguery runs through the whole, as i 
as in the rents of the lands; and there isak 
low-feelirig between every one employed int 
collections, from the Dewan to the loweſt 
Tee, or writer; and this the Rajahs and Zem 
daars (the great proprietors of the lands) ate 
more exempt from, than the Company is, 
withſtanding the utmoſt integrity of their c 
nanted ſervants : but I have fo clearly tr 
| and laid open the nature of thoſe frauds (m 
are ſimilar throughout the empire) in my fi 
.the Company's revenues 2 date 
15th of December, 1752, that I need not tl 
you further on that ſubject, than to refer) 


- 


thereto. 


The whole intention and aim of theſ | 
munications, is to perſwade and convince 8 
that be the Company's poſſeſſions in that con 
what they will, either leſs or more; you 
ver get at their true value, or derive on 
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obvious. If they are divided into farms, 
n value from five thouſand rupees, to one lac per 


mum, and put up to public ſale to the higheſt 
na dader, under the ſame reſtrictions and excluſions 
ner. were ſtipulated at the ſale of your twenty-four 
UP urgunnahs, then moſt probably, five ſixths of 
by heir real value would reſult tro the Company. 
N U 


\nd I cannot enough congratulate your having 
happly appointed a Gentleman (Mr. Sumner) to 
ucceed Lord Clive in the government, who is 
ntimately acquainted with, and converſant in all 


1" Wnatters relative to the lands and revenues; and 


Wy voc 2 carrying your orders on theſe 
heads into e ution. | 

To fave you the trouble of references, I will 
Iubjoin two letters, the one addreſſed to the then 
board of Calcutta, the other to a former chair- 


the ſubject, and will add ſtrength and weight to 
my arguments. OT. | 


\ 


10 I have the honour to be with moſt perfect reſpect, 
S | | 
a . * Gentlemen. © - 8 


Your moſt Obedient Humble Servant, 


Bath, 
Dec. 1765, 


1 J. Z. HOL WEIL. 


Q 


elyes and conſtituents the half of their net ad- 
antages, by keeping them in hand: the remedy 


man; as they are both ſtrictly connected with 


. — * — — 
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To C. Manninghamy Es + Calutts, 
 &c. Council. 2 2% Y-: | June 12.1999 


| Sir and Sins, Fe If 

I Beg leave to trouble you with a few ſent. 
= ments on the diſpoſal of che company's lands, 
which have, for ſome time paſt, been the object 
of your Councils; the ſubject is of importance to 
our honourable employers, and cannot be 100 
much deliberated on. 5 


I believe we are all unanimous, jn ſome ci 
cumſtances, which more particularly require our 
arten.1on in this affair; to wit, the honour of the 
Company, the acquiring a perfe& knowledge in 
the value of the lands; the making this branch 
of the revenues leſs complicate and intricate, 2 
well as leſs expenſive in the collecting; but 
with reſpect to the means, we ſeem not quite ſo 
clear. Any one gent)eman declaring fully hi 
opinion on your conſultations, may poſſibly make 


us Unanimous here alſo, 


The ſtep we are already determined in, of di 
veſting the farmers of all power in the royalties 
and judicial authorities in the Purgunnahs, bid 
fair for the ſecurity of the Company's kooor: 5 
theſe articles being heretofore alſo farmed, be. 
came the ſource of heavy cruelties and oppret 
ſions on the tenants. —- But ſtill there ſcems 10 
be ſomething wanting to give us a perf. ct ſeey 
rity in this particular ; and that is, to ke 


the utmoſt care in our power, that che mw 
ul doch 
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private confederacy, fall into the hands of peo- 
our fortunes or confidence. I am urged to this 


precaution; from the propoſal laid before you 
the fourth inſtant, by ſix or ſeven conſpicuous, 


110,001 rupees on the whole lands. With re- 
ſp:& to their propoſal, I will only add an offer 
of 10,000 rupees more per annum on their 
terms: — not that I wiſh myſelf, or any one 


and Ar tful. ; 


ci 

1 . DE Fs "= E 2 . = f | : 
yo That keeping the lands in our own hands, will 
never lead to a Knowledge of their real value, is 
os {to me) proved beyond contradiftion.,—— 


Some of thoſe who ſigned the propoſal of the 
„fourth, are well converſant in the nature of their 
© WY undertaking 3 and better judges (as I am inform- 
y ch are concerned, though as yet they act bebind 
„dle curtain; and to me it is inconceivable, that 

theſe Eaſtern Machiavels in fineſſe, would offer 

ſuch an annual advance, without a moral cer- 
g. a fainty of adequate gains. In this poſition, I am 
ſtill more confirmed, by the advance offered 
fem other quarters, on diſtant and garbled parts 
| ing Purgunnahs, Which in fact exceeds the 
00 cher. 


body of the lands do not, by any junto, or 


ple, with whom we ſhould not truſt any part of 


natives of the ſettlement, of an advance of 


elſe, in poſſeſſion of them; on terms ſo vague 


If we have been hitherto kept ſo far from the 

at knowledge of the real value of theſe lands, after 
„eren months poſſeſſion, what are we to expect 
oe when, from the courſe of the ſervice, they are 
„ © 100 ger under the conduct of the preſent col. 
2 2 lector? 


. ——— —ͤ—ẽ 
bet —— — 


— 


— 
2 


— 
- — — 
—— ̃ DER 
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Ik&or ?—whoſe knowledge of this branch, muf 
be greatly ſuperior to any Gentleman that ſuc. 
ceeds him; and whole vigilance in the execution 
of this truſt, cannot be exceeded. From the ex: 
perience 1 have had, in "infinitely a leſs, though 
ſimilar object, I know it. is impoſſible for ay 
one Gentleman, with the moſt extenſive talents 
and integrity, to. ſuperintend this revenue in ſuch 
manner as to prevent the Company being injured, 
His attention cannot be every where, confidence 


muſt be placed in a multitude; and it happen 


unluckily that this confidence centers from ne- 
ceſſity, in a race of people, who, from their in. 


fancy, are utter ſtran 
faith, or honeſty. 


ting them up to publick ſale, in ſingle 
nahs, under the reſtricti 


4 


gers to the idea of common 


The other plan of diſpoſing of the lands, to 
the multitude of people who have offered an 
advance on particular parts of the Purgunnais; 


I have ftrong, and 


| equal objections to; I an 
ſenſible theſe objections ſhould have been laid be- 
fore you ſooner, and would, had I thought my- 


{elf ſooner maſter of the ſubject. We know not 
what, or who theſe people are; I foreſce a very 
great riſque of deficiencies in the rents, as well a 
much confuſion, and needleſs expence, entailed 
on this exped ent; and ourſelves removed as fi 
as ever, from gaining a knowledge of the rei 
value of this new and important acquiſition. 0 
the whole therefore I am of opinion, that ther 
is no effectual method to arrive at the Know: 
ledge of, and make the lands yield every advat 
rage to our -honourable employers, but by put 


8 


Purgun- 


ons already publiſhed— 


People 
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People of ſubſtance will then be the only bid- 


Wroftable parts, will go with the good and va- 
uable ; and the riſque of deficiencies in the rents, 


ill in a manner be reduced to nothing; and 
s branch of the ſervice be rendered leſs com- 


haſers to account with only, itf place of five or 
x hundred, 1 


IJ am, with reſpect, &c. 


J. Z. EH. 


ers for an intire Purgunnah; the bad and un- 
e guarded againſt; the expence of collecting 


licated and intricate, by having twenty-four pur- 


— R nr N 
—— — — — — 
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To Jon Payxs, Eſq; BHV, Che ſec 
FE | * — Dec. 30, 1759 he C 


Dear Sia, e _ 
'T O ſhorten my remarks on the important ſub- 

ject of your lands, I incloſe you a copy af 

my letter to the Council, of the 11th of Juy, 
when the Colonel was upon the Patina expedi- 
tion; it produced no other effect, than poſtpon. 
ing our reſolves, until his arrival: when the a. 
fur being reſumed, he did me the honour, with 
the reſt of the board, of thinking my reaſons for 
the public ſale of the lands by auction, unan- 
ſwerable; and the ſame was reſolved on unani- WM. 
mouſly. The event more than anſwered my ex- Nee b 
pectation. I had taken great pains in ferrctting 
out the real value of the lands, which was cover- 
ed with almoſt impenetrable obſcurity, and di- 
ficulties z and by an eſtimate 1 gave the Colo: 
nel at his return, ventured to pronounce they 
would yield ſeven lac and a half; and the total 
of their ſale cn the 13th of Fuly, amounted 10 
ſeven lac, ſixty-five thouſand ſeven hundred Si: 
ca rupees, per annum, excluſive of ſeveral reſerve 
in favour of the Company; ſuch as a conlier 
able tract of land taken from the Purgunnabs 
adjoining to Calcutta, to extend it's bounds ; a0; 
all advantages reſulting from holding the oy 
ties, and judicial proceedings, &c. in our on. 
hands on the Company's account, ſo that | judge 
the whole produce of theſe lands (the belt 
mentioned re ſcrves included) will be annually be 
| Hween nine and ten lac; the ſum ! gueſſed (11 
if 111 penrt . 5 80 „ Se Englari 
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{and) they would produce, when once in con- 

— with you upon the ſubject. From this 
he Colonel's Jagghtr of two lace, twenty-two 

thouſand rupees 

nain a net annual revenue to the Company of 

bout ſeven lac, eighty thouſand rupees Sicca per 


4 


ear when the revenues were collected on the 
woverntnent's plan, only three lac, eighty-four 
houſand, or thereabout; as you will learn from 
e accounts of this revenue now tranſmitted to 
he Company. I ſee the court of Directors ſtare 
ith aſtoniſhment at this increaſe z you will ſtare 
0, my dear Sir, as a proprietor. Methinks I 
ear them and you cry out! What the Devil be- 
of this difference the laſt year ? as it muſt 
ave been collected beyond a doubt; or from 
thence can this advance anſwer to the preſent 
rmers? The anſwer is eaſy and obvious. 
he difference fell ſhort, in its way to the Com- 


er revenues were diſſipated, prior to the reform 
rs could not juſtly be deemed culpable in that 


aſe, from the frequent change of the poſt ; fo 
| the preſent no blame properly falls on your 


ie man exiſting ; though the frauds are equally 
brious, from the extraordinary increaſe at a fair 
public fale, where the farmers were laid un- 
every poſſible check and reſtraint, that can 
ther prevent their debaſing their lands, or op- 
felling the tenants; and yet there is a moral cer- 
ity of profit to him, at the expiration of the 
OR. : three 


ing deducted, there will re- 


nun, on the ſame lands, which yielded the laſt 


juny's treafury, by the ſelf-ſame roads, your for- 


your ures OP your former Zemin- 


lleftor, the truſt being too extenſive for any 
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three yeats; and that they will then yield a 
ther increaſe to the Company. 5 1 2 
Before I entirely quit the ſubje& of the land 
1 muſt clear up a circumſtance, that poſit 
may be cauſe of wonder to you, viz. by whi 
means I arrived at their real value. In 

firſt place, I had long and full conviction, thi 
the ſame ſyſtem of fraud and chicane, ran thruꝶ; 
every Zemindary of the provinces ; and fra 
general knowledge of the country granted tow 
it appeared to me moſt aſtoniſhing, they ſhoull 
yield na more than was brought to the Com 
ny's credit, at the cloſe of the year in April lll 
when ſo ſmall a territory as Calcutta, produglf 
on a ſcrutiny and reform, an increaſe of 94 
80,000 Sicca rupees per annum. I tried 
rious means to trace out a ſatisfactory real 
and to account to myſelf for it, but without 
ceſs, until I learnt by accident that three or fol 
of the old ſtandards employed as tax-gatherel 
and writers in the Purgunnahs, had been dila 
ſed, at the inſtigation of the new operators 
ſent privately for one or two of the moſt era 
able of them, and inquired into the cauſe of thi 
diſmiſſion; and this brought on an opening 
the whole ſcene; and gave me ſufficient found 
tion for forming my letter of the 11th of 1 
Thus, Sir, having made you maſter of tal 
ſubject, in as ſhort a detail as poſſible, 1 Wl 
clole it with this remark ; that the ſame chan 
frauds runs through the whole empire, but ma 
particularly in theſe provinces, to the heavy W 
nual loſs of the crown; a circumſtance wa 
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i a future favorable conjuncture, be well 
j WW Ceration : at preſent we have but to 
Wd have a more eaſy acquiſition of the Sou- 


Wurguonahs ; but the times are not yet ripe 
- great a graſp, nor have we ſufficient 

| to hold it; though it is certain, were 
be abe of the provinces, the emperor would 
Wy receive more than double the revenues 
rioces ever produced to him; and the 
J Company become, in a ſhort time, the 
* of ſubjects in the world. 


I am, 


Sir, &c, 
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Latzly publiſhed, the Second Edition 
Reviſed and corrected with Additions. | | 


INDIA TRACTS. 
By Mr. HoLWEL IL and Friends: 


ConTAINING, 


1 Addreſs to the Proprietors of Eaft-India Stock; 
ing forth, tne unavoidable Neceſſity, and real 
ntives for the Revolution in Bengal, 1760. 


\ Refutation of a Letter from a certain Gentleman 


the Council at Bengal, to the Honourable the 
et Committee, 


portant Facts regarding the Eg, -India Com- 
ys Affairs in Bengal, from the Years 1752 to 
bo, with Copies of ſeveral very intereſting Letters. 


Narrative of the Yeplorable Deaths of the Engli/h 
emen who were ſuffocated in the Black Hole 
Int William, at Calcutta, une 1756. 


Deſence of Mr. Vanſittart's Conduct, illuſtrated 
2 Frontiſpiece, repreſenting the Monument 


ied at Calcutta, in Memory of the Sufferers in 
ack-Hale Priſon. 


© for T. BEckeT and P. A. Dz HoxpT, 
near Surry-Street, in the Strand. 
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